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ON THE FRACTIONAL PARTS OF A SET OF
POINTS 1I

R. J. Cook

Heilbronn proved that for any ¢ > 0 there exists a num-
ber C(¢) such that for any real numbers § and N > 1 there
is an integer 7 such that

1<n<N and |[[n¥] < C(e) N-Uz+e

where ||a|| denotes the difference between a and the
nearest integer, taken positively. The method depends on
Weyl’s estimates for trigonometric sums. The result was
generalized by Davenport who obtained analogous results for
polynomials which have no constant term.

The object here is to obtain a result for simultaneous
approximations to quadratic polynomials fi,--- fz having no
constant term:

For any ¢ > 0 there is a number C = C(e, R) such that
for any N > 1 there is an integer n such that

1<n<N and ||fi(n)]|| < CN-UsR+e
for+:=1,---, R,

where ¢g(1) =3 and g(R) =4g(R —1) + 4R + 2 for R > 2.

1. Introduction. In 1948 Heilbronn [4] proved the result stated
above on the distribution of the sequence 7?0 (mod 1). This was
generalized to polynomials which have no constant term by Davenport

[2].

THEOREM. Let ¢ > 0 and let R be a positive integer. Then there
s a number C = C (e, R) such that for anmy quadratic polynomials
fi, =+, fr having mo constant term, and for any N > 1, there is an
integer m such that

(1) I<n< N and  [fim) || < CN-sw+
fOT ’£=1, l.O’R’
where

(2) 91) =3 and gR)=49g(R—1)+4R+ 2 for R=2,

the result being uniform in f, <<+, fz.

It can be readily verified by induction that an explicit formula
for g(R) is

(3) 18g(R) = 29 - 4% — 24R — 20 , for R=2.
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2. Preliminaries to the proof. The case R = 1 was proved by
Davenport [2]. The theorem will be proved by induction on R, so we
suppose the theorem is true for R — 1. ¢ denotes a small positive
number and 7(¢) denotes a multiple of ¢ depending only on R, note
that r(¢) differs in its various occurrences. We may suppose that
N > Ny, R). F < G means that |F'| < CG where C depends at most
on ¢ and R. e(z) = exp(2miz).

LEMMA 1 (Vinogradov). Let 4 satisfy 0 < 4 < 1/2 and let a be
a positive integer. Then there exists a function (2), periodic with
period 1, which satisfies

(4) v() =0 Sor |[z]| > 4
and

V(@) = mgw ane(mz)
where the a, are real numbers, a, = 4, Ap = Gy, m=1,2, «++, and
(5) |a, ] < A min(4, m™74™), m=+*=0,

where A depends only on a.

Proof. This is a particular case of Lemma 12 of Chapter 1 of
Vinogradov [5].

LEMMA 2 (Weyl). Let A and P be real numbers, P> 1. Let
a=aq™ + B where (a,9) =1, ¢=>1and |B| < g Then

(6) S e(ant + am) ] & PHqP + )P+ qlogq) .

ASRZA+P
Proof. See, for example, Lemma 1 of Davenport [1].
Let
(7) fi(n) = 0,0° + om0, 1=1 . R.
We choose a positive number § so that there is no integer n with
(8) 1<n<N and |fin)||<N?, 4=1--- R.

We may suppose that 6 < 1/g(R). Wetake 4 = N7%and a = [2¢7'] + 1
in Lemma 1. Then

=

STy (i) =0

SO
N©E 4 35y vt Oy T(m) = 0
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where 2* denotes a summation over — co <M, <0, so+, —c0o <Mp< o0,
m = (ml, e mR) # 0,

(9) T(m) = é e(m. 012 + m.én) ,
(10) m.0 = zlj:, m,,;ﬁ,; and m. ¢ = é m,,;SZS,; .

Summing over terms in the region |m,| > N’** we have

2ty o Ay, T(m) | K N3N mie™
<<N1-—a£

by Lemma 1, and similarly for other regions |m,;| > N°*. Thus

1K N3 a, < G, T(m) |

(11
K N7 2'|T(m)|

where 3’ denotes a summation over max | m;| < N**, m+0. Taking
the square of this inequality and applying Cauchy s inequality we
have

(12) 1 L N—2+R6+ReS
where
13) S=23Tm)*.

We now proceed to estimate S. Let @ = N4, T = N? where A
and B will be chosen later. By Dirichlet’s theorem on Diophantine
approximation, see Theorem 185 of Hardy and Wright [3], for each

m there exist integers a, b, ¢ and ¢ such that
—1

(149 m.6=a9" +awith (¢,9) =1, 1<¢<@Q, ¢la]<Q
(15) m.¢=0bt"'+p with (b,t) =1, 1<t<T, t|BI<T

3. The induction step. For any m in the sum for S we have
(16) max | m;| < N+,

Since m # 0 and |T(—m)| = | T(m)| we may suppose that m, > 0.
We take

17 o =29(R — 1) + 4g(R — e,

(18) A=—2—+(2g(R—1)+1)8+(4g(R—1)+3)s,

and
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1
(19) B=_+2.

Applying the case R — 1 of the theorem to the polynomials
(20) fifm) = mp@®t*on’ + qtgm, i =1, -+« R — 1,
we see that there is an integer x such that
21) I<2< N and  [[ff (@) || € N7oloemtse,
1=1 .+, R—1.

Suppose that q < N'2o~~*_ Taking y = mzqtx we have 1<y < N
and for ¢t =1,.--, R — 1

| @) || = || ma*t°0:2° + mpqtgs ||
< Imglllfif@ ]| < N77,

by (16), (17), and (21). Also

(22)

| f2@) || = || mag*t*0,0° + mzqtop ||
< || meg* o’ m. 6] + || 3] my(mzg* 02" + qtg:x)||
+ || X migtdw + mepqtga ||

®3) < [magta?| [ qm. 0] + 3 | me | F@) |
+ | oq| | tm. $]]
< N-,

by (14) — (21), where the summations are over 4 =1, ---, R — 1.
This contradicts the assumption that there were no integer solu-
tions of (8). Therefore g > N'*o—i*,

4, Completion of the proof of the theorem. From (6) we have
24 | T(m) P € ¢7'N** + gN* + N'*e.
For N'z-o=i~% < g < N we have
(25) | Tm) [ € qN™* € NHsnbsnieee

Summing over O(NZ%Y*9) such m we have a contribution S, to S
where

(26) S, ¢ NI P+eaR-D 4RIt
For N ¢< M= N* we have
@7) | T(m) * € gN*® & N2 R-D0s4re)

Summing over O(NZ#“+9) such m we have a contribution S; to S where
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(28) S2 R NHUZHROR=D+RDI+r()
Therefore, from (12), we have

(29) 1 ¢ N-UZHEIR-DH+2R+DI+r()
Hence

—s<—%+(2g(R—1)+2R,+1)a+r(s)

SO
30) 0 > 1/g(R) — r(e)

and the theorem is proved.

REFERENCES

1. H. Davenport, Amnalytic Methods for Diophantine Equations and Diophantine In-
equalities, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1962.

2. , On a theorem of Heilbronn, Quart. J. Math. Oxford, (2), 18 (1967), 339-
344,

3. G. H. Hardy and E. M. Wright, An Introduction to the Theory of Numbers, 4thed.,
Oxford, 1965.

4. H. Heilbronn, On the distribution of the sequence n26(mod 1), Quart. J. Math. Oxford,
19 (1948), 249-256.

5. I. M. Vinogradov, The Method of Trigonometrical Sums in the Theory of Numbers,
(Translated by K. F. Roth and Anne Davenport), Interscience Publishers, 1954.

Received December 14, 1971.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, CARDIFF








