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1. Abstract. In the first part of this paper, we construct mod 2 elliptic genera on
manifolds of dimensions 8/c + 1, 8k + 2 by mod 2 index formulas of Dirac operators. They are given by mod 2 modular forms or mod 2 automorphic functions.
We also obtain an integral formula for the mod 2 index of the Dirac operator. As
a by-product we find topological obstructions to group actions. In the second part,
we construct higher elliptic genera and prove some of their rigidity properties
under group actions. In the third part we write down characteristic series for all
Witten genera by Jacobi theta-functions. The modular property and transformation formulas of elliptic genera then follow easily. We shall also prove that
Krichever's genera, which come from integrable systems, can be written as indices
of twisted Dirac operators for St/-manifolds. Some general discussions about
elliptic genera are given.

2. Introduction
Elliptic genera were first constructed by Ochanine [28], Landweber-Stong in
a topological way. Witten gave a geometric interpretation of them. More precisely,
he showed that the Lefschetz fixed point formula of twisted Dirac operator on loop
space gave the universal elliptic genera. Recently Krichever [20] derived certain
elliptic genera from the theory of KP equations. Their constructions work for
manifolds of dimension 8k and 8/c + 4 or almost complex manifolds. Later
Ochanine constructed mod 2 elliptic genera for manifolds of dimension 8/c -h 1 and
8fc + 2 by cobordism theory in [29]. This construction was conjectured by
Landweber [21].
In this paper, we construct mod 2 elliptic genera by the Atiyah-Singer mod 2
index formula. We take Witten's point of view to give a geometric construction of
mod 2 elliptic genera. The method is quite easy. We lift the classical index formula
to a XO-invariant version, and check that it is equal to the KO-invariant in
cobordism theory. Hence we can borrow some beautiful ideas from cobordism
theory. Theorem 1 and Corollary 1 answer a question of Witten in [36], viz. the
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mod 2 index invariants for each eigenvalue of P (see [36]) sum up to a mod 2
modular form or to a mod 2 automorphic function. Theorem 2 is an integral
formula for the mod 2 index, which answers a question of Atiyah (see [2]).
Hopefully, a geometric understanding of our construction can eventually give
a complete answer to Atiyah's question, i.e. a "good" integral formula for the mod 2
index. We also hope that this construction may indicate a way to prove the mod 2
index formula by an analytical method (see the discussion in the preface of [1]). As
a simple corollary, we prove all invariants derived in [29] are spectral invariants.
This includes the result in [30] as a special case. Also we will prove some vanishing
theorems. These theorems show that our construction may give some new
topological obstructions to group actions on compact smooth spin manifolds. We
also put forward some questions about the geometric structure of the construction
used in the proof of Theorem 1.
In the second part of this paper, we construct some twisted elliptic genera, and
prove some of their rigidity properties. Then we consider higher elliptic genera, i.e.
the elliptic genera twisted by representations of fundamental groups of manifolds.
We also relate them to the higher Novikov conjecture. These results are closely
related to the results in Browder-Hsiang [12], Berstein [10]. We follow the ideas of
Atiyah-Hirzebruch [5] and Bott-Taubes [11]. It is interesting to notice that we
prove some vanishing theorems of higher indices by the Lefschetz fixed point
formula, and the topological condition naturally comes in. In a forthcoming paper,
we will prove some vanishing theorems of secondary characteristic classes by
combining our method with Conne's technique.
Then, by directly checking the geometric expressions of several elliptic genera of
Witten, we write down the characteristic series for these genera. They are exactly
the corresponding ratios or normalized ratios of Jacobi theta-functions. These
expressions should be compared with the general Baker-Akhiezer functions in
conformal field theory. From these simple expressions and transformation laws of
theta-functions, several properties of elliptic genera follow immediately. For
example, the modular property and the transformation law of different elliptic
genera are natural consequences. Professor Landweber informed the author that
H. Tamanoi has also done this in his thesis. These expressions also indicate a way
to construct other elliptic genera and a way to explain the Witten rigidity theorems
of elliptic genera which we will discuss in a separate paper. What is also interesting
here is that even the anomaly factor in Witten's formulas which came from
renormalizations of Feymann path integrals perfectly fits our theta-function formulas. Another simple corollary is that we can interpret elliptic cohomology as
a natural deformation of classical KO-theory, or quantization of KO-theory. In this
part we shall also answer Krichever's question in [20], i.e. give index formula
expressions of his genera which come from integrable systems. This is another
motivation for us to study elliptic genera with theta-functions. By a simple manipulation in elliptic functions, we show that his genera give a continuous family of
elliptic genera in which Hirzebruch's genera are included as a discrete family. But in
many interesting cases these genera still can be expressed as in the indices of twisted
Dirac operators and are rigid. So far all of the elliptic genera which are known to be
rigid can be written as the indices of elliptic operators. It is interesting to speculate
that all of the rigid genera should be the indices of some elliptic operators. We also
note that the characteristic series of Krichever in Sect. 5 is basically the same as the
function used in [38] by Zagier to get the generating function for Fourier coefficients of modular forms.
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Finally in the appendix we collect some known theorems in the theory of
elliptic genera and give some general discussions. We give the formulas of generalized Chern character from elliptic cohomology to de Rham cohomology or
iC-theory. These formulas are quite similar to some partition functions in conformal field theory. Then as a simple application of the transformation formulas in
Sect. 5 we prove a duality property between different elliptic genera. This was
partially proved in [11] by a different argument. In a future paper we will study
relations between various properties of the elliptic genera and the geometry of
elliptic modular surfaces by using the results in Sect. 5.
Almost all of the results in this paper were obtained when the author was asked
to report on Ochanine's paper [29] in Professor S.-T. Yau's seminar during the
summer of 1990. The author would like to thank Professors Bott, Landweber,
Witten and Yau for their kind help and encouragement. Both Professor Landweber
and Professor Yau have carefully read several early versions of this paper and made
many useful comments. Without them this paper would never have appeared in
this form. The author is also very grateful to Professor Ochanine. His paper [29]
motivated one crucial idea in this paper. In some sense this paper can be viewed as
a simple step in trying to apply the beautiful elliptic genera theory which was
developed by Landweber, Stong, Ochanine and Witten to quantum field theory
and topology. Thanks are also due to Professor S. Stolz, a referee and the
participants in Yau's seminar for their help in improving this paper. This research
was partially supported by DOE grant DE-FG02-88ER-25065.

3. Mod 2 Elliptic Genera
Let X be an Sk + 1 or 8fc + 2 dimensional compact smooth spin manifold. Let
A(X) = S°(X) θ S1{X) be the Z 2 -graded spinor bundle on X, and let
D: S°(X)^S1(X)
be the Dirac operator on X. Let E be any real vector bundle on X. Then we can
form the twisted Dirac operator D ® E and obtain skew adjoint or skew Hermitian
elliptic operator, which gives
a) dim R Ker D ® E mod 2, if dim X = 8/c + 1 ,
b) dim c Ker D ® E mod 2, if dim X = 8/c + 2
as well defined indices which are topological invariants. We write them as
Ind 2 (D ® E). These indices can be naturally extended to a homomorphism from
K0(X) to Z 2 (see [7]). Now let
Θq(E) = (x) (Λ.qι«-»E ® SqnE) ,

Θ-q(E) = (X) (Λql*-»E ® SqnE) ,
Θ'q{E)=

®{AqnE®SqnE)

74

K. Liu

be elements in KO(X)[q],

where
t2Λ2E

ΛtE=l
StE =

1
Λ-tE

are two operations in KO(X). Here we take q = e2πiτ with τ e C and Imτ > 0.
These elements arose from quantum field theory (see [35]). We can expand
them as formal power series of q. For example Θq(E) = Σ^>oqk/2Rk> then

#0 = 1, R1=E,

R2=Λ2E®E,

R3 = Λ3E ®{E ® E)® E ,

which are the eigenbundles of the operator P in quantum field theory for E = TX
(see Witten [35]). Here TX is the tangent bundle of X. First we like to consider the
virtual versions of the above elements. We take E = TX — dim X and expand them
into the power series of q. For example

Θq(TX -dimX)=

V

where all ftf's are elements of K0(X). In fact they are linear combinations of Kt's
above (see [29]). Let us consider the virtual indices

Ind 2 φ ® Θq{TX - dim*)) = Σ

bi(TX))q i/2

Similarly for Ind 2 (D ® Θ * ( Γ * - d i m * ) ) and Ind 2 (D ® ^_^(ΓX - d i m * ) ) . We
will discuss the elliptic genera associated to Θ'q(TX — dimX) later.
Let

Γ°(2) =
Λ>(2) =

{(:

d)

f/fl

*)

= 0(mod2)

be three modular subgroups of SL2(Z).
Remember we call a holomorphic function /(τ) on the Poincare upper half
plane H a modular form of weight k over a modular subgroup Γ if for

a n d / i s holomorphic at the cusps of H/Γ.
We denote the ring of modular forms over Γ with integral Fourier coefficients
by MZ(Γ). From number theory (see [32]), we know that MZ(ΓO(Ϊ)) has an

On Mod 2 and Higher Elliptic Genera

75

integral basis consisting of two elements (see below). As discussed in Sect. 5 Γ°(2)
and Γθ are conjugate to Γ o (2). So we can consider the modular forms with integral
Fourier coefficients over these three modular groups modulo some prime number
p which are called modp modular forms (see [32]). Concerning the question of
Witten in [35] we have:
Theorem 1. Let X be a dimension 8/c + 1 or 8/c + 2 compact smooth spin manifold.
Then the following mod 2 indices are mod 2 modular forms of weights 4k over the
corresponding modular groups
1) Ind 2 (D ® Θq(TX - dimX)) over Γ°(2);
2) Ind 2 (D (x) Θ*(TX - d i m * ) ) over Γ o (2);
3) Ind 2 (D <g) Θ-q(TX - d i m * ) ) over Γθ.
Proof In the following we will identify our mod 2 indices as ring homomorphisms
from Ω* pin , the spin cobordism ring, to MZ(Γ) ® KO*(pt), the ring of modular
forms over the modular group Γ with coefficients in KO*(pt). Here Γ denotes
Γ o (2), Γ°(2) or Γθ. The proof is motivated by Ochanine's proof in [29]. We give the
details and emphasize the analytical and the modular properties of these mod 2
indices.
We divide the proof into several steps.
Step 1. Consider the graded ring structure of KO*(pt); we know that it is generated by η, a degree 1 element, ω, a degree 4 element, and μ, a degree 8 element, over
Z with relations
2η = ηω = η3 = 0, ω2 = 4μ .
Note that KO*(pt)

has period 8, i.e. KO*±8(pt)

~ KO*(pt) (see [4]). One has

χ

4

K0~ (pt) = Zω ,

2

KO-8(pt) = Zμ.

KO- {pt) = Z2η,
KO- {pt) = Z2η\

Consider the following Gysin homomorphism

f:KO(X)^KO-«(pt),
where n = dim X, which is defined as follows: Consider an embedding.
i:X->Sn

+ 8k

k>Q.

9

n+ 8

Let NX be the normal bundle of X inside S
NX. Then for any EeKO{X\ we define:
f(E) =j*(EκjU(NX))eKO(Sn

\ U(NX) be the KO-Ύhom class of

+ 8k

) -

KO~n(pt),

where) is the natural isomorphism DN/SN ~ S8k+n, and DN, SN are respectively
the disc bundle and sphere bundle of N = NX. We know f is independent of i.
Lemma 1. (KO-version of Atiyah-Singer
above. Then for any EeK0{X),

mod 2 index formula [7]). Let X be as

Ind2(D (S)E) = π(fE)(mod
where π: KO~1(pt)^Z2,
leZ2.

KO~2(p2)

2),

^» Z 2 are the isomorphisms sending η and η2 to
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Proof. This is implicit in the proof of Atiyah-Singer mod 2 index formula
([V]). •
We define the mod 2 KO-index of an elliptic operator, written as ind 2 , as an
element in KO*(pt). Then the above lemma tells us:

ind2(D®E)=fι(E).
The following discussion will show that we have the similar XO-index formula for
8/c, 8/c + 4-dimensional manifolds as a lift of the classical index to KO*(pt). We will
write them as ind.
Step 2. As a simple step, we will check the Gysin homomorphism defined above to
be equal to the homomorphism defined in Stong [33] for KO-characteristic classes
of X. This seems to be well-known, but we cannot find a good reference. We prefer
to give the details. Then we can borrow techniques in cobordism theory to prove
Theorem 1. Recall the definitions in [33].
Define KO-characteristic classes π t (£), for a real vector bundle E on X, as:

Σπruι= Σ
i^0

f'Λ^E-dimE),

i^O

where u = ί/(l + t)2. Consider XeΩlvιn as a homotopy class in π n+8fc (Γ£spin 8/c ),
for k big enough. Here TBspin8k is the Thorn space of the universal bundle y8k over
BspmSk And let

be the representative of X. We define the XO-characteristic numbers π^X) corresponding to Ui(TX) as

MX) =fχι(πt(TX)) =tf(nt u Uy8k)eKO(Sn

+

*k) ~ KO~n(pt) ,

where Uy8k is the Thorn class of y8k and π f = πi(y8k).
By Thorn construction, we know that the pull-back of the zero section of
TBspin8k by fx is the manifold X and the pull-back of y8k is NX. From this
description and the naturality of Gysin homomorphism, we know that if we take
the pull-back of the zero section of TBspin8k as our embedding, then the above two
Gysin homomorphisms coincide for πi(TX)eKO(X).
So we have:
Lemma 2. ind 2 (D ®m{TX))

= π t (X). D

So we have proved that the indices of the Dirac operator twisted by KOcharacteristic classes are cobordism invariants.
If we write Θq(E — d i m £ ) = Σ i > o ^ # ι / 2 by expressing:

Θq(E - dim£) = ®(Λ-f-*(E - aimE)/A,qn(E - άimE))
and expand it as the formal power series in q, we can easily see that every fct is
a polynomial in π f (£). For example b0 = 1, bx = — πί9 etc. So we have
ind2(D ® Θq(TX - dimX)) =fxι(Θq{TX

- dimX)),

where/ X ! is the Gysin homomorphism in Step 2, which is the same as/j in Step 1 by
the above discussion.
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Step 3. Now we lift the Landweber-Stong-Witten construction of elliptic genera
8/c, for 8/c + 4 manifold to KO-invariants. We first consider 1).
For an 8/c, or 8/c + 4 manifold X, we have the elliptic genera:
Ind(D ® Θq(TX - d i m * ) ) = J Λ(X)ch(Θq(TX

- dimX) ® C)

6Mz(Γ0(2))cZ[ί0,ε°],
where Z) is the pure Dirac operator on X, and <5° and ε° are two integral generators
of the ring M Z (Γ°(2)). Note that the elliptic genera we constructed here are slightly
different from those in [21]. So we get modular forms over Γ°(2) instead of Γo(2).
The integral property of these genera come from their expressions as the indices of
an elliptic operator. The modular property will be discussed in Sect. 5 of this paper.
We then use the Atiyah-Hirzebruch-Riemann-Roch theorem for differentiable
manifolds to get the following commutative diagram:

KO(Xn)
ifxx

-^^

H*(X,Q)
ϊ\χA{X)

and on KO*(pt), we have
chfa (x) C) = 0,

ch(ω ® C) = 2,

ch(μ <g) C) = 1

(see [4]).
By a similar discussion as in Landweber [21], we know that
jxA(X)ch(Θq(TX
- dim JSf)) <g) C) = P{δ°9 ε°)eZ[(5°, ε°], where P(δΌ, ε°) is
a mpdular form of weight 4k or 4k + 2 depending on whether the dimension of X is
8fe or 8/c + 4 respectively. (From now on we will first restrict ourself to 8/c + 2
manifolds, 8fc H- 1 case will be discussed later.) In fact, P(δ°9ε°) is a weighted
homogeneous integral polynomial in δ° and e°. The weight of δ° is 2, the weight of
ε° is 4. So we must have
fxι(Θq(TX

- d i m * ) ) = 2^(<5°, ε°)ω

4

because K0~ (pt) = Zω and ch(ω(χ)C) = 2. Since P(δ°, ε°) always has even
coefficients for 8/c + 4-manifolds, we get our XO-index elliptic genera for dimension 8/c + 4 manifolds,
ind(D (8) Θq(TX - dimX))eZ[(5°, ε°]ω .
5ί£7? 4. Now we use a construction from cobordism theory to prove our theorem,
i.e. for 8fc + 2-dimensional manifold, ind2(D <g) Θq(TX — dimX)) is a mod 2
modular form. This contruction is due to Stong [33] and used by Ochanine in [29].
Following Ochanine and Stong, for any XeΩlPk + 29 we construct a manifold
Γ(J)eΩ8fc+4 Recall that XO-invariants are spin cobordism invariants, so our
indices are also spin cobordism invariants. _
x
x
Since XxS e
Ωg? + 3 = 0, we have X x S = d W for a spin manifold W. Here
1
1
1
pin
1
S is S with the nontrivial spin structure. As 2S = 0 in Ωf , 2S = dD. We
construct T(X) = ( — 2W)\J(X xD\ by gluing along the common boundary
XxlS1.
This is a well defined homomorphism from Ω^ + 2 to Ω^k1+4.(S>Z2 (see
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Stong [33]). In fact, let /* be the ideal in Ω* which consists of elements with
vanishing KO-characteristic numbers, i.e. for Xel*, all π^X) =fXι(πI(TX))
=0
for any π 7 = πhπi2 . . . πiα. Then we have
Lemma 3 (Stong [33], Ochαnine [29]): T: Ω^lilhk + i -+ Ωj£ + 4 // 8 k + 4 ® %2 is an
isomorphism, and the following diagram is commutative,
.® Z2

/
fxι i

I fxi

2

A

— U KO~

KO' (pt)

{pt)®Z2

where t is the isomorphism mapping η2 to ω ® 1 eKO~*(pt) ® Z 2 , i.e.

π,(Γ(F))® 1 = ί(π£(F)) /or VeQ^lilh^i

. •

Let
= ind(D ® ^ ( Γ X - dimZ)) for

^

and
φ β (X) = ind 2 (D ® 0 β ( Γ Z - dim AT)) for
Then
φq(T(X)) ® 1 = ί(φ,(X))

in K()-\pt)

® Z2 .

q

It is easy to see that
Therefore we have that

is a mod 2 modular form (or modular form modulo 2 by the definition) where δ°, ε°
are the modulo 2 reduction of δ° and ε°. This finishes the proof of Theorem 1 for
8/c + 2 dimensional case.
Now let us prove Theorem 1 for 8/c + 1 dimensional manifolds. We can
consider XxS1 for Xe Ωg? +1 We have

ι

2

Since the multiplication by η is an isomorphism from KO~ (pt) to KO~ {pt) and
φq{X x iS1) is a mod 2 modular form by the result for Sk + 2 case, φq(X) is also
a mod 2 modular form.
For another proof we can consider the multiplication by S 1 which gives
a morphism,
c >

n

spin

n

spin

Then it is easy to verify that π ^ S 1 x M ) = ^ π, (M) for any spin manifold M of
dimension 8/c. By Stong [33] S induces a surjective homomorphism

It follows that
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In other words, for an 8k + 1 dimensional manifold X9 φq(X) is the modulo
2 reduction of the elliptic genus of some dimension 8/c manifold. So it is a mod 2
modular form. This finishes the proof of 1) of Theorem 1. 2) and 3) can be proved in
the same way. Note that the modular properties follow from the theta-function
expressions of the elliptic genera in Sect. 5. φ
The construction in the second proof of Theorem 1 for 8/c + 1 dimensional case
is also due to Stong and used by Ochanine in [29].
Recall that we call a holomorphic function f(τ) on the upper half plane
a (twisted) automorphic function over a modular group Γ if it satisfies the following
transformation law,

for

where χ is a character from Γ to some finite group in C*. If/has integral Fourier
coefficients we can consider its modulo 2 reduction which we call the mod 2
automorphic function.
By combining the above proof and the discussion in Sect. 5 we can get the
following corollary which is the non-virtual version of Theorem 1.
Corollary 1. The following mod 2 indices are (twisted) mod 2 automorphic functions
over the corresponding modular groups
1) q-k/2lnd2D <g) Θq(TX) over Γ°(2);
2 q-k/2lnά2D ® Θ-q(TX) over Γθ;
3 q-kInd2D® Θ*(TX) over Γo(2). D
In fact the automorphic functions in the above corollary are twisted by some
characters from those modular groups to the group {±i, ±1}.
For
we have
Θq(T(X x Y) - dim(X x Y)) = Θq(TX - dimX) <g) Θq(TY - dim Y) .
Similar formulas are also true for Θ.q{TX - dimX) and Θ*(TX - dimX).
So if we let φq(X) = ind(D ® Θq(TX - dim X)) for dimX = 8/c or 8/c + 4, and
φq{X) = ind2(D ® Θq(TX - dim X)) for dimX = 8/c + 1 or 8/c + 2. We define
ψq(X) and φq(X) for the elliptic genera associated to Θ-q(TX — dimX) and
Θ*(TX — dimX) respectively in the same way. Then

φq(XxY)

= φq(X)

φq(Y);

φq(XxY)

= φq(X)

φq(Y);

By combining the above discussion and the results in Sect. 5 we have
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Corollary 2. We have the following graded ring homomorphisms
1) φq:
n
2) φq: Ωf
n
3) φq: Ωf

s ιn

z

Ω / -*KO*(pt)®M {Γ°(2));
Z
-> KO*(pt) (x) M (ΓΘ);
Z
-> KO*(pί) <g> M (Γ O (2)).

D

pm

Here the grading on Ω | is given by the dimensions of manifolds. The grading
Z
on KO*(pt) is the degrees of the elements {η, ω, μ}. The grading on M (Γ) is given
Z
by the weights of its elements. The grading on KO*(pt) ® M (Γ) is the sum of the
gradings on KO*{pt) and MZ(Γ). Note the periodicity of KO*{pt).
From number theory [32] we know that M Z (Γ O (2)) is generated by two
elements which we denote by <50, ε 0 . Then
<S0=-l-24
d\n
doάά

Σ<

d\n
n/d (odd)

Obviously
δ0 = I(mod2) .
Since Γθ and Γ°(2) are conjugate to Γ o (2), the rings of integral modular forms
over them are also conjugate to M Z (Γ O (2)) by the transformations S and ST
respectively (see Sect. 5). If we replace τ by 2τ then φq is changed to φq. The change
of the modular properties can be easily seen by the formulas in Sect. 5. Similarly if
we change τ to τ + 1 φq is changed to ψq.
Presumably Ind2(D ® Δ(X) ® Θ'q(TX - dimX)) should come into play. But
this genus is not a "good" one for spin cobordism. With slight modification this
genus can be defined for non-spin manifolds. We conjecture that this genus is
a mod 2 modular form for any (non-spin) manifold X of dimension 4k + 1.
Now we consider the cohomology theory induced by φq. Similar results are also
true for the other two elliptic genera.
When q = 0, we have φq(X) = « ( X ) where
-

f ind 2 D

X has dimension 8/c -h 1 or 8/c -h 2

I ind D

X has dimension Sk + 4 or 8fc

is the classical ϊt-invariant and we know

K0*(X) = Ωf

n

(X)®ΩfnKO*(pt),

where we use KO^(pt) to replace KO*(pt) as suggested by Landweber. We know
they are isomorphic (see [18]). We consider KO*( pt) as a Ωs^in modulue through
21 = ind D or ind 2 D.
Hence it is natural to consider the refined elliptic homology (see Hovey [19])

E l y * ) = Ωfn(X)®Ωr(KO^pt)®Mz(Γ0(2))[(64(δ20

- βo))" 1 ]

as a "quantization" of K0*(X) in some sense. Here we view KO*(pt) (x) ψz(Γ0(2))
as a Ω*?in module through φq above. This point of view is more interesting if we
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look at the projective schemes of the above graded rings. For example for a compact Lie group G it tells us that the elements in EU*(J3G) should be sections of
a sheaf on the modular curve of Γ o (2). We do not pursue this point here.
For a manifold X we know K*(X) = K^(C0(X))9 where C0(X) is the algebra of
continuous functions on X with compact support. Can we deform C0(X) to get
a new algebra C0(X)[h] as people are doing in quantum groups, such that

with q = eihΊ This is another reason that we consider elliptic cohomology as
"quantization of iCO-theory."
By Serre [32], we know that έ 0 is a generator of the ring of mod 2 modular
forms for Γ o (2).
Consider φq mod 2, and write
φq(X) = a0 + αiέo +

+ αmέJJ(mod2)

in KO*(pt) <g> Z 2 [ έ 0 ] , where m = 2k for dimX = 8/c + s, 0 g s g 4, and
(pi). We have
Corollary 3. A// ίAe αjs αtoί e are spectral invariants. This is, in particular, true for
the KO-Brown-Kervaire invariant. If X admits a metric with positive scalar curvature, φq(X) = εo(a1 +
+ α m ε ^ " 1 ) (mod2).
Proof. By Ochanine [29], we know that the so-called KO-Brown-Kervaire invariant is defined by

ttΞΞθ(mod8)

σ(V)μ
t(Vn) = ^Ί

fc^x

V)η

n= I(mod8)

k{V)η

2

nΞ2(mod8)

(σ(K)/16)ω

n = 4(mod8)

modulo 2. Here σ(F) is the signature and k(V) is defined as k(V) = σ(l/)/8(mod 2)
where 3(7 = S 1 x V. It is equal to am above. The second statement follows from
φo(X) = ao = md2D.
D
Here by spectral invariant we mean that this invariant can be derived from
elliptic operators. For example the index of an elliptic operator, analytic torsion
and ^-invariant are spectral invariants (see [8]).
The proof of the following Theorem 2 is a direct corollary of the proof of
Theorem 1. But considering the discussions in Atiyah [1,2 and 7], we would like to
single it out as a theorem and will study it in another paper.
Theorem 2. For X a compact 8/c + 2 dimensional smooth spin manifold, let T(X) be
constructed as above. Then
(

lnd2D = Ά(X) = l~ J A(T(X))(mod2) .
2

•

T(X)

In fact, we can get a similar formula for a dimension 8/c + 1 manifold by
crossing X by S1, and also we can get a general formula by twisting D by π t (X)'s
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above. It is also possible to get formulas for D twisted by general real vector
bundles.
Mod 2 index is a very subtle invariant (see [2, 7]). This is because of the absence
of a cohomological formula as in 8/c and 8/c + 4 dimensional cases. The above
Theorem 2 gives us a cohomological formula. But because the relation between the
geometric structure of X and that of T(X) is not very clear, it is still difficult to handle
it. It may be interesting to study the relation between the mod 2 indices of X and
those of T(X) by using ^-invariants which appeared in the construction of [8].
Considering the discussions in Atiyah [1, 2], this integral formula deserves
further study. Its topological meaning is very simple. In fact, it is nothing but the
Toda bracket in homotopy theory. But a geometric understanding of this formula
may be useful for the computation of mod 2 index and an analytical proof of mod 2
index formula.
Instead of proving this theorem we would like to explain the homotopic
background of the above Γ-construction. L e t / Sn + 8k -• TB spin8/c represent M,
h: Sn + 8k+1->Sn + 8k the suspension of the Hopf map, and 2: sn + 8k+1 -> Sn + 8k + 1
a degree 2 map. We deform 2 and h to be transverse regular on every point other
than the base point, the inverse image of any regular value of h ° 2 in Sn + 8k being
2Sι. If/is also transverse regular on B spin8fc t h e n / 0 h°2 is transverse regular on
B spin8fc and defines the spin manifold 2S1 xM. Considering the cobordism U, Fas
given by maps u\ Dn + 8k + 1 -> TB spin 8 k and v: Dn + 8k + 2 -> Sn + 8k (V being a framed
cobordism of 2 5 1 to zero) extending/ 0 h and h ° 2 respectively, u ° 2,/° v fit together
along their boundary to define a map of n + 8/c + 2 sphere into TB spin8/c which
represents T(M). For more detail see Stong [33].
As a simple application of Theorem 2, we have
Corollary 4. Suppose there exists an S1 action on an 8/c -f- 2 dimensional compact
spin manifold X, and this action can be extended to T(X) above, then
lnd2D = &(X) = 0.

D

In fact, we only need that this S 1 action can be extended to W, where
δW= XxS1
as above.
Lawson-Yau [22] proved that an SU(2) or 50(3) action on an compact spin
manifold leads to the vanishing of Φ. We also note^ that there exists a homology
sphere of type M xS1 and dimension 8A: + 2 with $ϊ Φ 0 (see Milnor [24]). Also,
Ochanine proved that an odd type S ^action on an 8/c + 1 or 8/c + 2 dimensional
manifold leads to the vanishing of the elliptic genera. He also conjectured that
elliptic genera are all of the obstructions to the existence of an odd type S ^action
on an 8/c + 1 or 8/c + 2 dimensional manifold. Stolz's result [34] may be useful to
prove this conjecture.
In many cases, we can draw some information of elliptic genera by considering
the corresponding elliptic operators. For example, Theorem 1 together with Corollary 1 (for φq) completely answers a question of Witten in [35], which was derived
from quantum field theory and formulated in terms of analytic indices. We can also
get some vanishing theorems of the above elliptic genera under certain group
action. For 8/c + 1 manifolds we have proved that the existence of an odd type
involution results in the vanishing of their mod 2 elliptic genera. We would like to
give the details of this discussion as well as some other results in a separate paper.
In that paper we will also study some vanishing properties of the above elliptic
genera when there exist vector fields on the manifold.
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It is interesting to study the relations between the elliptic genera in Theorem
1 and Corollary 1 through elliptic modular surfaces over Z 2 . See the discussion in
Sect. 5 for the classical cases.

4. Higher Elliptic Genera
We still let D be the pure Dirac operator on a compact smooth spin manifold X.
Let G be a compact Lie group acting on X. For a complex vector bundle on X we
say that G acts on E trivially if the G action can be lifted onto E and E is
equivariantly trivial on each G orbit. For simplicity we assume that G is Sλ in this
section. But the results in this section are still true for general connected compact
Lie groups. When G is S1 and acts trivially on £, the induced action of G
on E restricted to the fixed points of G is trivial, i.e. the exponents of a generator of G are zero. See below for the definition of exponent. We take
Ind(D (x) Θq(TX — dim X)) as an example. The same conclusions hold for the other
elliptic genera discussed in Sect. 5.
Theorem 3. Let X be a connected compact smooth spin manifold with an Sx action.
Let E be a complex vector boundle on X. Assume the S1 acts on E trivially, then
a)
b) Ind(D <g> Θq(TX -άimX)®E)ίs

rigid.

Remember we call an index rigid if its corresponding Lefschetz numbers are
constant as a character on the action group.
Proof. Let g be a generator of the S1 actioon and L(DE, g) be the Lefschetz number
of g. Then we have the Atiyah-Segel-Singer fixed point theorem (see [6])
L{DE, g) = Σ (local term on Fg),
{Fg}

where {Fg} are the fixed point submanifolds oϊ g. The normal bundle N to Fg has
an S1 invariant decomposition

N=

®Nm,

meZ

where each Nm carries the structure of a complex bundle and g acts on Nm by scalar
multiplication by tm = eimθ. The m's are called the exponents of g.
For any given fc-dimensional complex vector bundle JV, we define the function

where x/s are the formal roots of the total Chern class of N. If the action is trivial
on the given bundle E, up to sign the local term above can be reduced to

where ig: Fg c; M is the inclusion map. On the other hand since the Lefschetz
number is the character of g acting on a finite dimensional vector space,
nktk

X

L(DE,g)=
k=

-N
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is a Laurent polynomial. It is evident that the local expression in the fixed point
formula is zero for t = 0 and t = oo and the Laurent polynomial expression can
only have poles at t = 0 and t = oo. Hence L(DEi g) must vanish identically. Then
note that when t = 1 L(DE, g) is Ind(D ® E).
For elliptic genera, we only need to note that if the group action on E is trivial,
the crucial trick, "transfer formula," in Bott-Taubes [11] still works. We omit the
details here, ψ
1

Corollary 5. Let X be as in Theorem 4. Assume the induced S -action on n1(X) is
trivial Then
a) Ind(D ® E) = <i(X)ch£, X> = 0,
b) lnd(D (x) Θq{TX - dimX) <g> E) = (A(X)chΘq(TX
- dimJ*Γ)ch£, X) is
rigid, where E is aflat (infinite dimensional) vector bundle associated to a unitary
representation of πλ(X\ and our index and Chern character are in the sense of
Mischenko-Fomenko [25].
Proof What we need to do is to carefully define the Lefschetz number for the
elliptic operator in Mischenko-Fomenko's category (see [25]) and show that the
fixed point formula is true in this case.
Let A be a C*-algebra with unit and G be a compact Lie group. Assume there is
no action of G on A. Let DE be an elliptic operator twisted by an ,4-module vector
bundle E (see [31]). Since G is compact, we can assume G commutes with DE. Then
for some G-invariant compact operator K Ker(D £ + K) and Coker(D £ + K) are
,4-modules of finite rank with G-actions (see [25 or 31]). We define
lndG(DE) = K e r φ £ + K) - Coker(Z)£ + K)eKG(A)

~ K0(A) ® R(G)

as our G-index with value in K0(A) (x) R(G). Here KG(A) denotes the X-group of
G-equivalent ^-modules. Since there is no G action on A,
KG(A)~K0(A)®R(G).
For geG, let
IndG(DE)(g)EK0{A)lχ(g)l
denote the Lefschetz number of g which is obtained from Ind G (D £ ) by taking trace
on the #(G)-part of KG(A). Here χ(g) denotes the character of g and K0(A)[χ(g)~\
is the polynomial ring in χ(g) with coefficients in K0(A). Then we have the
following
Lemma 4. Let X be a d-dimensional compact smooth spin manifold with an Sx action.
Let DE be an elliptic operator twisted by an A-module vector bundle E on which the Sx
acts trivially. Let σ = σ(DE) e Ksι (TX, A) be the symbol. Then for a generator geS1,

Here ig\ Fgc>X is the inclusion map and Ksι(TX, A) is the K-group of
S^-equivariant ^4-module vector bundles on TX with compact support. Since g is
a generator of S 1 , the S1 actions on Fg and on A are trivial. One has
ίg*σeKsl(TFg,A)~K(TFg)®K0(A)®R(S1).
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The Cheπi character ch^ is given by

where 0LiSK{TFg\ aiSK0(A\ and
The proof of this lemma is the same as in Atiyah-Segal [6].
ι
Now for our case A = C*(π) (the completion of L (π) in the greatest C*-norm,
1
1
see [31]). Because the induced S action is trivial on π = π1(X), S acts trivially on
i* E. So after reduction the local terms are also given by
l\F{Nm,tm)A(Fg)ch(i*E)lFg]

,

m

where ch(z*£) is in the sense of [25 or 31]. On the other hand globally
Ind s iD E (g)eK 0 (A)\t, ί " 1 ] by the above definition of lnάsιDE(g). Both the local
and the global expression are rational functions in t with coefficients in K0(A). The
same argument as in the proof of Theorem 4 gives us the required result. The only
difference is that we are considering functions with coefficients in K0(A).
The case of elliptic genus is the same. We also omit the unpleasant detail
here, φ
In a forthcoming paper we will give a simple proof of the Witten rigidity
theorems. We would like to give the details of the above proofs for the cases of
elliptic genera in that paper. Note that there exists an S1 action on a torus which
inducesnon-trivial action on the fundemental group. We also know that some
higher 9I-indices of a torus are non-zero. So the assumption that the Sx action on
the fundamental group is trivial is necessary in Corollary 5.
It is worthwhile to remark that the above method is simple, but it may be used
to give the deep theorems in Browder-Hsiang [12], Berstein [10], who proved
them in totally different ways. [12] used equivariant surgery and [10] used
category theory. There are two points to be noted here. First, the method we used
above also works for some vanishing theorems of secondary characteristic classes
for group actions on foliations of manifolds. This requires cyclic cohomology
formulation of the index theorem. Second, the twisted elliptic genera may give new
invariants relating the fundamental group to the topology of a manifold.
Now, we define higher elliptic genera of a manifold X with fundamental group
π, as
φq{X, a) = (A(X)ch

Θq({TX - dimX) <g> C) u / * α , X} ,

where/ X ^> K(π, 1) is the induced map and αefί*(K(π, 1), Q) is any element.
Then a proof following Rosenberg [31] gives an easy corollary.
Corollary 6. // the strong Novikov conjecture is true for π, then for any compact
smooth spin manifold X with fundamental group π and a compact connected Lie group
action which induces trivial action on π, then
a) all higher %,-genera vanish,
b) all higher elliptic genera are rigid. D
We remark that the Novikov conjecture is true for many known groups.
Following the discussion in Sect. 5 below, we can easily see that the above
higher elliptic genera are sums of modular forms with different weights, with the
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highest weight ^ ^ d i m X Also, we don't need to restrict the dimension of X. In
fact, higher elliptic genera make sense for manifolds of any dimension.
We can also define elliptic genera for families of elliptic operators, and K0higher elliptic genera and iCO-elliptic genera for families. In fact, we can formulate
elliptic genera with values in a general C*-algebra. This will include both the case
of families of elliptic operators and the case of higher elliptic genera.

5. On Characteristic Series of Elliptic Genera
In this section, we will write down the characteristic series for the elliptic genera
defined by Witten in [36], so that we can see the properties of elliptic genera very
clearly. We use the cohomological form of the Atiyah-Singer index theorem for
twisted Dirac operators. These formulas will be used to derive some properties of
elliptic genera and to get some interesting corollaries in the appendix. We will also
answer a question of Krichever [20]. The basic idea of this part is motivated by
Brylinski [13], but the similarity of our formulas to the general Baker-Akhiezer
functions in conformal field theory and integrable systems is another motivation.
Now, let us consider the Jacobi theta-functions. There are several different
expressions of them; we will use the product expressions to fit our purposes

θφ, τ) = c Π (1 + qn~ V**) ft (1 + (fie-™"),
n=ί

n=ί

Θ2{v, τ) = c Π (1 - q"-^e2πiv) f\ (1 oo

θ^v, τ) = cq1/8eπiv

oo

Π (1 + qne2πiv) f ] (1 + qn~γe~2ltiv)
n=1

θ{v, τ) = cq1/82smnv
n

e2

,

n=0

f[ (1 - qne2πiv) f[ (1 a n d

qne~2™),

n=l

n=l
1

qn-ie-2idv),

n=l

n=l

I m τ

N o t e

t h e

s n

h t

where c = ΠΓ=i C ~ Q )> Q = ™>
> °
S
difference between the q here and the q in [15]. We also have the following transformation
formulas for theta-functions
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and at v = 0, we have

Θ3(θ,τ) = Jl-Θ3(θ,
Θ2(θ,τ) =

--),

jl-Θ1(θ,~^

0i(O,t) = ^ - 0 2 | O , - -

yβ'(O,τ) = W θ , - Λ ,
where θ'(0, τ) means taking the derivative with respect to v.
We would like to write down more formulas to show that some properties of
elliptic genera easily follow from these formulas:
θ(υ+lτ)=

-θ(υ,τ),

θ(v9τ)=

-θ(-v,τ),

Similar formulas for θl9 θ2, θ3 are also true (see [15]).
We write the formal Chern roots of TX (x) C, the complexified tangent bundle
of a compact smooth manifold X of dimension 2fe, as
2πiβl9

—2πiβl9 . . . 2πiβk9 —2πiβk .

Recall that one calls a formal power series f(v) a characteristic series of a genus
φ on a manifold X, if
=

(f(β1)...f(βk\X).

Then we have
Theorem 4. For a dimension 2k compact smooth spin manifold X, we have the
following correspondences of characteristic series to elliptic genera:
<-> IndίD (x) A (X) ®

2πιv

ΘΛTX)),

θ(t), τ)
q-klslnd(D
β(«>, τ)

.... 0 3 (o, τ)

® Θq(TX)),
Θ-q(TX)),

?(», τ) '
(v, 2τ)
:», 2τ) '

W

fl>, τ) y(0, τ)
θ(υ, τ) 0,(0, τ)
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for j = 1, 2, 3 together with
Θ2(v, 2τ) θ'(0, 2τ)
W

θ(v, 2τ) Θ2(O, 2r)

exactly correspond to the virtual genera, i.e. we replace TX by TX — dim X and omit
q~k/8 or g~ k/4 in above correspondences. 4^
Remarks, (i): If we replace τ by 2τ or τ + 1 in the expression of the characteristic
series of Ind(D ® Θq(TX — dimX)\
we get the characteristic series of
Ind(Z) (x) 6>*(ΓX - dim AT)) or Ind(D <g> β_^(ΓX - dim AT)) respectively. Similarly
for the nonvirtual elliptic genera.
(ii): It is interesting to note that even the anomaly factor q~k/8 in Witten's
formulas in [35] and [36], which come from renomalization of the Feynman path
integral perfectly fits our theta-function expressions. For compact almost complex
manifolds with c1 = 0(mod N) we can express the characteristic series of the elliptic
genera as
2πιx——
0(x, τ)
or
lX

+ α,τ)fl'(O,τ)
θ(x,τ)
θ(α,τ)

with e2πι<x an Nth root of unity. The transformations of these expressions by the
elements in SL2(Z) give all of the elliptic genera on complex manifolds with
cί = O(modΛf). We omit the details here.
(iii): From our formulas and transformation formulas of theta-functions, we
have
i/ i

)

Θ2{v,τ)= 1 ^ τ '
τ)
θ(v,τ)
i Jv_ _ 1 V

Θ2(υ,τ+l)
θ(v,τ+ί)

_
Xs

Θ3(v,τ)
θ(v,τ)

and
Θ3(v,τ)l

θ(v,τ)

i Jv

_ A'

θ(υ,τ+ί)

Xs

with χs, χ's 8 t h roots of unity. Furthermore

Θ3(v, τ) θ'φ, τ) = Θ2{v, τ + 1) θ'(0, τ + 1)
θ(v,τ) Θ3(v,τ) θ(v,τ+ί) Θ2(v, τ + 1)

θ(v,τ)
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and

θ(v9τ) 03(O, τ)

τ Jv

θ(v, τ) θ^v, τ)

, τ + 1) 0'(O, τ + 1)
0(t;, τ + 1) 0^1;, τ + 1) '

l\

%

/

_1

Corollary 7. Lei X be a compact smooth spin manifold of dimension 2k. Then
i) the following elliptic genera are modular forms of weight k with integral Fourier
coefficients over the corresponding modular groups:
a) Ind(D ®Δ(X)® Θ'q(TX - d i m * ) ) over Γo(2);
b) Ind(D ® Θq(TX - dimX)) over Γ°(2);
c) Ind(D ® Θ-q{TX - dim A')) over Γθ;
d) Ind(D ® Θ*(TX - dim A)) over Γo(2).
ii) the following elliptic genera are (twisted) automorphic functions with integral
Fourier coefficients over the corresponding modular groups:
a) lnd(D ®A(X)® Θ'q(TX)) over Γ o (2);
b) 4- f e / 8 Ind(D ® Θq(TX)) over Γ°(2);
c) q~k/8lnd(D ® Θ-q(TX)) over Γθ;
d) q-k/*Ind(D ® Θ*(TX)) over Γ o (2). D
In fact since
τ
2

generate iSL2(Z) and T9 ST ST generate Γ o (2), it is easy to get the modular
property of Ind(D ® Λ(X)® Θq(TX — dimX)) over Γ o (2) by using the above
formulas, similarly for the other elliptic genera. These formula can be used to prove
the rigidity of D ® Θq(TX) or D ® Θ-q(TX) from that of D ® zl(X) ® Θ^(ΓX).
(See the discussion in the appendix.)
If we note that Γ°(2) and Γ θ are conjugate to Γo(2) by 5 and iSΓ respectively,
the modular properties of the other elliptic genera also follow easily from
the above formulas. In fact the other elliptic genera are conjugate to
lnd(D®A(X)®
Θ'q(TX -dimX)
by S and ST. This observation is due to
Brylinski. It is also amusing to prove Corollary 7 directly by using the transformation formulas of theta-functions.
The above equalities mean that these three virtual elliptic genera patch together
to give a section of a holomorphic line bundle on an elliptic modular surface. They
correspond to the three cusps of this elliptic modular surface. The nonvirtual
elliptic genera patch to a meromorphic function on this elliptic modular surface.
Many of the properties of these elliptic genera can be derived from the geometry of
this elliptic modular surface. We will come back to this point in a forthcoming
paper.
Now we consider Krichever's genera in [20], for which the characteristic series
are given by

σ(x)σ(z)
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where σ(z), ζ(z) are Weierstrass functions (see [15]). Following [20], we take x as
variable, z as parameter. Concerning Krichever's equation, we have
Theorem 5. For SU-manifold X, 2ixΦ(x, z, k0) is the characteristic series of a twisted
Dίrac operator D (x) Rq(TX — dimX), where
Rq(TX - dimX) = ® Λ-yqn(TX*

- dimX) ® Λ-y-iqn(TX

- dimX)

(x) Sqn(TX* - dimX) <g) Sqn(TX - d i m Z )
wit/i j ; =

e2πiz.

Proof By SC/-manifolds, we mean the structure groups of their stable tangent
bundles can be reduced to special unitary groups. Now we consider the formula in
[15]

where {n + mτ} is the lattice of the elliptic curve, and ηί = ζ(j). Then we have

Since for S(7-manifolds, the term g(£(*)-2|/i*-*o+±)* c a n be omitted in computing
genera, we can apply the Atiyah-Singer index theorem to D (x) Rq(TX — dim X) to
get our result. φ
If ζ(z) — 2r\\Z — k0 + \ is an integer k for some z, then 2ixΦ(x, z, fc0) is the
characteristic series of D ® Lk ® Rq{TX — dimX), where L = det ΓX, even without the assumption that the manifold is S£/. If ζ(z) — 2η1z — k0 is^an integer and
the manifold has an almost complex structure, we can express 2ixΦ(x, z, fc0) as the
characteristic series of a twisted d-operator. It is interesting to note that in these
cases the genera are rigid (see [20]). But we do not know whether these genera are
still rigid without the assumption that ζ(z) — 2ηxz — k0 or ζ(z) — 2η1z — k0 + \
are integers. Because in this case, it seems to be impossible to express them as the
indices of elliptic operators. Note the interesting similarity between Φ(x, z, k0) and
Fτ(w, υ) in [38] where Zagier used this function to get the generating function for
the Fourier coefficients of modular forms.
These genera are more general than those of Hirzebruch's. In [17] y is only
a root of unity; here we get a continuous family of elliptic genera. The interesting
point is that for those manifolds on which they can be written as the indices of
elliptic operators these genera are still rigid by Krichever [20]. Of course the
rigidity can also be proved by transfer formula in index theory. In fact, Krichever
used transfer formula in cobordism theory.
It is interesting to notice that so far all of the genera which have rigidity
properties can be written as the indices of elliptic operators. This should be related
to the homotopy invariance of the indices of elliptic operators. Recently, Morava
and Shimizu [26] have constructed some topological generalization of the elliptic
genera. It is quite difficult to see whether these new genera are rigid or whether they
can be written as the indices of elliptic operators. From the point of view of physics,
only the rigid genera are interesting (see Witten [36]). This should be an interesting
problem for further study.
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Krichever's formula come from KP-equations for elliptic curves. This may
indicate that it is possible to get more general elliptic genera and to give geometric
explanations of elliptic cohomology from integrable systems.

6. Appendix
In this appendix, we collect some known facts in the theory of elliptic genera for the
convenience of readers. We also give some general discussions about elliptic
genera.
We first discuss dimensions 8A; and 8/c + 4 cases. In these cases elliptic
genera are given by the characteristic series in Sect. 5. The modular properties
of elliptic genera follow easily from the formulas there. In fact, Zagier [37]
gives some of the equivalence relations in elliptic genera which were first discovered by Landweber-Stong, Ochanine and Witten (see [21]). We take
φq(X) = Ind(Z) ® Θ*(TX - dimX)) as an example. Here recall

Θ*(E)=

®(Λ-q2n-lE®Sq2nE).

Then everything is compatible with [37 and 28].
First we have
x
=

dt

{

I y/l - 2δt2 + εί 4 '
where
2n+ί

g(x)=
is called the logarithm of the formal group law of φq and

is called the formal group law of φq. Here ε is the same as the ε 0 in Sect. 3 and
8(5 = (50 The characteristic series of φq is also equal to x/g~ι(x) which can be
derived from the Lagrange formula in elementary function theory. So by Theorem
5 in Sect. 5,
g(x,2τ)g 2 (0,2τ)
9

(X)

π

θ2(x,2τ)θ'(0,2τ)'

From Zagier [37], (or from Sect. 5 of this paper) we also know that for any
compact spin manifold M, φq(M) is a modular form over Γ o (2).
Theorem Al ([21]). φqΩfn

= Z[16<5, (8<5)2, e].

•

pin

This φq kills the torsion elements in Ώ*
as well as 8/c + 1 and 8/c + 2
dimensional elements. Ochanine refined this result. He defined KO* -valued elliptic
genera βq and obtained.
Theorem A2( [29]).
1) Ifn = 4s, βq(Ω*pm) is the set of all modular forms of degree n and weights 2s
over " ~
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2) Ifn = 8m + r, (r = 1, 2), ί/ierc βq{Ωipin) is the set of all modular forms of degree
n and filtration ^ 4m over KO*.
3) βq(Ω*/ιn) is the subring of modular forms over KO* generated by η, ωδ0, δl
and ε. φ
For the meanings of weight and filtration, we refer to his original paper [29].
βq(X) is a lift of φq{X) to KO* when dimX = 4s.
Hirzebruch and Slodowy [17] proved that for a compact spin homogeneous
manifold M
0

dim M = 4k
k

cε

dimM = 8/c'

where c is the signature of M. This extends Landweber-Revenel-Stong's computations for HP". A pure cobordism proof of Hirzebruch and Slodowy's results
may be very interesting. We do not know any similar results about the mod 2
elliptic genera for compact spin homogeneous manifolds of dimension 8/c + 1 and
8/c + 2. We like to point out that the vanishing theorems of characteristic numbers
in Landweber-Stong and Ochanine (see [28]) can also be proved by Bott residue
formula by constructing explicit holomorphic vector field on C P 2 n + 1 (see [23]).
This proof is very elementary.
The elliptic cohomology
E11*(X) = Ω*°(X) ® Z - [<5, ε, (δ2 - ε ) " 1 ]
was constructed by Landweber-Ravenel-Stong (see [21]). It is interesting to
consider the following generalized Chern character:
chE:EH*(X)^H*(X9Qlδ9ε9(δ2-ε)-12)
which was developed by Buhstaber [14] to extend the usual Chern character from
X-theory to de Rham cohomology.
Generalized cohomology theory tells us that E11*(CP°°) = Ell*(/?ί)M, where
u is the Chern class of the universal line bundle over CP °° in elliptic cohomology.
Similarly //*(CP°°, Q) = Q[2πix] with 2πix the Chern class of the universal line
bundle in de Rham cohomology. For φq we have
2

1

ch £ : Ea*(pt)[u] -• Q[<S, ε, (<5 - ε ) " ] [2πix]

For Ind(D ® Δ{TX) ® Θq(TX - άirnX)), we can get
chE(u) = π —y
Similar formulas also hold for the other elliptic genera in Sect. 5. So c h £ is quite
similar to some partition function in holomorphic conformal field theory. We can
also lift ch £ to K*(CP°°) ® Q to get similar formulas.
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Now let us briefly sketch an interesting corollary of the theta-function expressions of the elliptic genera in Sect. 5. This is the "duality" property between the
rigidities of different elliptic genera. We consider the virtual versions and only give
a sketch here. The detailed discussion as well as an algebro-geometric explanation
of the Witten rigidity theorems will be given in a forthcoming paper.
1
2πίt
Let X be a compact smooth spin manifold with an S action. Let g = e e S*
be a generator of the action group. Let {/?} c X be the fixed points of g. For
simplicity we only consider isolated fixed point case. Let

be the decomposition of the tangent bundle into the S ^invariant 2-planes when
restricted to the fixed points, g acts on Ej by multiplication by e2πimjt with nij e Z.
Choose the orientation of Ej compatibility with the orientation of X. Let
θi(mJt,τ)θ'(0,τ)

FD(t,τ)-π

where ds = D ® A (T) denotes the signature operator and D denotes the pure Dirac
operator.
Then the Lefschetz fixed point formula for D ® Θq(TX - dimX),
D ® Θ-q{TX - dimX) and ds ® 6>;(ΓX - dimX) tell us that
F d s (ί, τ) = the Lefschetz number of ds ® Θ'(TX — dimX) ,
FD(t9 τ) = the Lefschetz number of D ® (^(ΓX - dimX) ,
F-D(t, τ) = the Lefschetz number of Z) ® Θ -q(TXS — dimX)) .
Here we use the same notations as in Sect. 5. It is easy to verify that Fds(t, τ),
FD(t9 τ) and F_ D (ί, τ) are elliptic functions in t on C*/q2. In fact, this is a simple
corollary of the transformation formulas of theta-functions.
The rigidity theorems are equivalent to that F-D(t9 τ), FD(t, τ) and Fds(t, τ) are
independent of t.
Corollary Al. For a compact smooth spin manifold X the rigidity of one of the above
three elliptic genera implies the rigidities of the other two.
Proof. By the transformation formulas of theta-functions, we have

and
FD(t, τ + 1) = F-D(t, τ) .
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If X is spin Fds(t, τ) independent of t the above formulas tell us that FD(t, τ) and
F-D(t, τ) are also independent of t. D
We like to call this corollary the "duality" property of elliptic genera.
Consider the first terms in the ^-expansions of Fds(t9 τ) and FD(t, τ) which is the
Lefschetz number of ds and D respectively. Then the above corollary means that ds
and D are also "dual" to each other.
The general fixed point case of this corollary can also be proved in this way. We
will give the details in a separate paper in which we will study the elliptic genera
twisted by general vector bundles and elliptic genera on complex manifolds. In that
paper we will relate all of the properties of the elliptic genera to the geometry of
elliptic modular surfaces. The theta-function expressions of the elliptic genera will
play important role in that paper.
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Note added in proof. After the author has submitted this paper, he was able to give a simple proof
of the written rigidity theorems by using theta-functions. The same method can be used to prove
more general rigidity theorems and to construct new elliptic genera, especially elliptic genera of
level 1.

