THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

The fifty-seventh Annual Meeting of the American Mathematical
Society was held at the University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida,
Wednesday through Friday, December 27-29, 1950, in conjunction
with the Annual Meeting of the Mathematical Association of Ameri-
ca, and the Christmas Conference of the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics.

The attendance at the meeting was about 350, including the fol-
lowing 225 members of the Society:

C. R. Adams, R. B. Adams, O. R. Ainsworth, C. B. Allendoerfer, B. M. Arm-
strong, Nachman Aronszajn, W. L. Ayres, E. A, Bailey, R. H. Bardell, H. P. Beard,
E. G. Begle, R. G. Blake, Laura Blakeley, A. L. Blakers, L. M. Blumenthal, M. I.
Blyth, H. W. Bode, F. F. Bonsall, T. A. Botts, Samuel Bourne, G. F. Bradfield, O.
E. Brown, C. C. Camp, R. Crowley Campbell, A. B. Carson, E. D. Cashwell, K. T.
Chen, Sarvadaman Chowla, K. L. Chung, E. T. Church, C. E. Clark, R. F. Clip-
pinger, Nathaniel Coburn, Eckford Cohen, J. B. Coleman, W. J. Conner, G. M.
Conwell, L. P. Copeland, F. E. Cothran, J. C. Currie, P. H. Daus, J. J. Dennis, A.
H. Diamond, V. E. Dietrich, L. L. Dines, W. L. Duren, Patrick Du Val, J. C. Eaves,
Myrtle Edwards, D. O. Ellis, D. H. Erkiletian, J. L. Evans, W. B. Evans, R. M.
Exner, H. F. Fehr, W. E. Ferguson, C. H. Fischer, Edward Fleisher, E. E. Floyd,
Tomlinson Fort, J. S. Frame, Orrin Frink, J. W. Gaddum, H. M. Gehman, H. H.
Germond, Wallace Givens, A. M. Gleason, H. E. Goheen, V. D. Gokhale, D. B.
Goodner, E. H. Hadlock, Franklin Haimo, P. R. Halmos, P. C. Hammer, Frank
Harary, F. S. Harper, E. A. Hedberg, Nicholas Heerema, M. H. Heins, Edwin Hewitt,
E. H. C. Hildebrandt, A. J. Hoffman, T. C. Holyoke, A. S. Householder, J. A.
Hratz, G. B. Huff, Ralph Hull, M. G. Humphreys, W. R. Hutcherson, Ernest
Ikenberry, S. L. Jamison, B. W. Jones, F. B. Jones, P. S. Jones, R. V. Kadison, Shizuo
Kakutani, Joseph Kampé de Fériet, H. T. Karnes, M. E. Kellar, J. L. Kelley, L. M.
Kelly, A. J. Kempner, J. R. F. Kent, M. S. Klamkin, J. R. Kline, R. H. Knox, R. J.
Koch, F. W. Kokomoor, Jacob Korevaar, G. B. Lang, R. E. Langer, Nathan Lazar, B.
A. Lengyel, R. J. Levit, F. A. Lewis, Z. L. Loflin, Eugene Lukacs, E. J. McShane, C.
C. MacDuffee, H. M. MacNeille, H. F. MacNeish, J. R. Mayor, Herman Meyer, H.
A. Meyer, D. D. Miller, W. L. Miser, Benjamin Ernest Mitchell, J. M. Mitchell, C. N.
Moore, L. J. Mordell, D. R. Morrison, G. D. Mostow, W. B. Moye, Zeev Nehari,
John von Neumann, J. D. Newburgh, C. V. Newsom, O. M. Nikodym, A. J. Owens,
0. O. Pardee, W. V. Parker, P. B. Patterson, L. G. Peck, W. D. Peeples, S. E. Pence,
F. W. Perkins, I. E. Perlin, C. G. Phipps, Z. M. Pirenian, Harry Polachek, F. M.
Pulliam, E. S. Quade, J. F. Randolph, L. T. Ratner, C. B. Read, L. M. Reagan, C.
J. Rees, M. S. Rees, P. K. Rees, B. P. Reinsch, J. H. Roberts, F. V. Rohde, J. B.
Rosser, W. A. Rutledge, Arthur Saastad, R. G. Sanger, J. W. Sawyer, M. A. Scheier,
E. R. Schneckenburger, C. S. Scott, I. E. Segal, Esther Seiden, W. T. Sharp, C. N.
Shuster, T. M. Simpson, C. B. Smith, W. S. Snyder, Andrew Sobczyk, J. J. Sopka,
D. E. South, T. H. Southard, W. H. Spragens, H. D. Sprinkle, M. E. Stark, R. W.
Stokes, P. M. Swingle, Gabor Szegé, T. T. Tanimoto, Olga Taussky, H. E. Taylor,
J. M. Thomas, G. L. Tiller, John Todd, C. B. Tompkins, M. M. Torrey, E. A. Trab-
ant, H. C. Trimble, C. A. Truesdell, A. W. Tucker, S. M. Ulam, Gilbert Ulmer,
Eugene Usdin, L. A. Van Dyke, Henry Van Engen, A. H. Van Tuyl, T. L. Wade,
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R. J. Walker, A. D. Wallace, J. L. Walsh, L. E. Ward, Jr., H. F. Weinberger, Alex-
ander Weinstein, M. J. Weiss, F. P. Welch, J. G. Wendel, G. T. Whyburn, L. S.
Whyburn, W. M. Whyburn, W. L. Williams, R. L. Wilson, W. H. Wilson, G. N.
Wollan, F. M. Wright, Arthur Zeichner, A. D. Ziebur.

The twenty-fourth Josiah Willard Gibbs Lecture entitled Some
basic problems of statistical mechanics was delivered by Professor G.
E. Uhlenbeck of the University of Michigan on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 27. President-elect John von Neumann presided at this lecture.

Professor J. L. Walsh of Harvard University delivered his Retiring
Presidential Address entitled The location of critical points on Thurs-
day, December 28. Professor John von Neumann, President-elect,
was the presiding officer.

The Committee to Select Hour Speakers for Annual and Summer
Meetings invited two speakers. On Thursday, December 28, Profes-
sor M. H. Heins of Brown University addressed the Society on Regu-
larity of growth of subharmonic functions. President J. L. Walsh
presided at this lecture. On Friday, December 29, Professor L. J.
Mordell of St. John’s College, Cambridge University spoke on The
product of n homogeneous linear forms. Professor Patrick Du Val was
the presiding officer.

The annual Business Meeting and Election of Officers was held at
10:15 A.M. on Friday, December 29. Details of proceedings are re-
ported in the sequel.

A reception for members of the mathematical organizations and
their guests was given by the University of Florida following the
Gibbs lecture on Wednesday evening. This was in the Social Room of
the Florida Union, headquarters of the Society for the meetings.

The dinner on Friday evening in the University Cafeteria was at-
tended by approximately 250 members and guests. Professor T. M.
Simpson, Dean of the Graduate School of the University of Florida,
was toastmaster. President J. Hillis Miller of the University of
Florida extended greetings and Professor R. E. Langer responded on
behalf of the assembled guests. President Walsh presented a sterling
silver tray to Secretary Kline as a token of appreciation by Society
members of Professor Kline’s ten years of service as Secretary. Pro-
fessor Kline followed his expression of thanks by brief mention of
some of the more significant activities of the Society during his period
in office. Professor P. H. Daus of the University of California, Los
Angeles, offered a resolution of thanks and appreciation to the Uni-
versity of Florida, the Committee on Arrangements, and all who as-
sisted in making the meetings successful and enjoyable. Thisresolution
was adopted by a rising vote.
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The Annual Business Meeting of the Society was held on Friday
morning, December 29. The Secretary reported on the affairs of the
Society.

Upon recommendation of the Council, it was voted to amend the
By-Laws of the Society so that the President and Treasurer will be ex
officio members of the Board of Trustees.

It was voted that the members of the Society present vote to disap-
prove the action of the Council on the question of meetings at the
University of California.

It was voted that the Secretary of the Society be instructed not to
release the action of the Council concerning meetings at the Univer-
sity of California beyond the membership of the Society and that the
Council be requested to reconsider the matter at its meeting in
Minneapolis.

The Council met on Thursday evening, December 28, 1950,

The Secretary announced the election of the following thirty per-
sons to ordinary membership in the Society:

Mr. Sholom Arzt, New York University;

Mr. Hans Boris Belck, General Electric Company, Pittsfield, Mass.;

Mr. Nicholas Bilotta, Department of Public Works, New York, N. Y.;

Visiting Professor Frank Featherstone Bonsall, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College;

Mr. Allen Virgil Butterworth, University of Chicago;

Mr. Robert Kent Butz, Alabama Polytechnic Institute;

Professor Madeleine Forr6, Barat College, Lake Forest, Ill.;

Mr. Robert S. Freeman, New York University;

Mr. Thom Raymond Greene, Carnegie Institute of Technology;

Mr. Frederick Alexander Hiersch, Detroit, Mich.;

Mr. James Grady Horne, Jr., Tulane University of Louisiana;

Mr. Henry Paul Kramer, Radiation Laboratory, University of California;

Dr. Paolo Lanzano, St. Louis University;

Mr. Thomas James McNamara, Park College, Parkville, Mo.;

Professor James Horatio Means, Tillotson College, Austin, Tex.;

Mr. Gene Woodard Medlin, University of North Carolina;

Mr. Edward Peter Merkes, DePaul University;

Mr. Richard Allan Moore, Washington University;

Professor Elisha Netanyahu, Hebrew Technical College, Haifa, Israel;

Mr. John Adolph Nohel, Massachusetts Institute of Technology;

Mr. Richard Eugene Priest, University of Illinois;

Mr. Savatore John Rapisarda, Lawrence, Mass.;

Professor Arthur Saastad, DePaul University;

Mr. Federico Mariano Sioson, University of the Philippines;

Mr. H. D. Sprinkle, University of Florida;

Dr. Marie D. Wann, George Washington University;

Mr. William Hamer Warner, Carnegie Institute of Technology;

Mr. Gerard Paul Weeg, St. Ambrose College, Davenport, Iowa;
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Sister Teresa Dolores Wolf, College of Mount St. Vincent, New York, N. Y.;
Mr. Ti Yen, University of Illinois.

It was reported that the following ninety-six persons had been
elected to membership on nomination of institutional members as
indicated:

University of Alabama: Professor Oscar Richard Ainsworth;

Brown University: Dr. George Walter Morgan;

Bryn Mawr College: Miss Padmini Rangaswamy Iyengar;

University of California: Messrs. Woodrow Wilson Bledsoe, Solomon Feferman, and
Joseph William Weihe;

Cornell University: Messrs. Austin Arthur Howard and Gerson Bernhard Robison;

Duke University: Messrs. Gordon Cleaves Byers and Robert Taylor Herbst;

Equitable Life Insurance Company of Iowa: Messrs. Floyd Thomas Beasley and
Tilmar Archibald Moilien;

University of Illinois: Messrs. Charles Glenn Carlyle, Alvin Vincent Fend, Joseph
Hashisaki, John Edward Heisler, Jr., John William Rolley, and Robert Jerome
Silverman;

Indiana University: Messrs. Jerald Laverne Ericksen, Lowell Keith Frazer, and
David Eliza van Tijn;

Institute for Advanced Study: Professors Aldo Andreotti, Heinrich A. L. Behnke,
Fabio Conforto, Vittorio Dalla Volta, Mr. Freeman John Dyson, Dr. Istvan
Sandor GA4l, Professors Kenkichi Iwasawa, Jean Leray, Hidegoré Nakano,
Giovanni Ricci, Dr. Leo Reino Sario, Professors Beniamino Segre and Kentaro
Yano;

Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts: Mr. Arnold Marion Wedel;

Johns Hopkins University: Messrs. James Richardson Belford, Harry Wilson Clarke,
Enrico Thomas Federighi, Irving Elwell Gaskill, Vernon Ray Hancock, Ben-
jamin Fulton Howard, Jr., Harold Shulman, and Charles Junior Standish;

University of Kansas: Messrs. Kuo-Chih Hsu and Arthur Herman Kruse;

Lehigh University: Mr. Jacob Samoloff;

University of Maryland: Messrs. Russell Martin Brown, Jr., Daniel Richard Hughes,
and Miss Edith Moss;

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Messrs. Richard Horace Battin and Donald
William Dunn;

University of Michigan: Messrs. Richard Blaine Barrar, John Gilbert Hocking,
Robert William MacDowell, and Donald Ferdinand Mela;

Ohio State University: Messrs. Richard Albert Dean, Miles Sanford Edwards, Ed-
ward Richard Fadell, and Harold M. Horwitz;

University of Oregon: Mr. Arthur Eugene Livingston;

Pennsylvania State College: Messrs. Edward Jack Cogan and Albert Russel Erskine;

University of Pennsylvania: Messrs. Robert Ellis, Walter Hess Leser, and Philip
Rabinowitz;

Princeton University: Messrs. Donald Wayne Bushaw, Herbert Amasa Forrester,
George Allen Hufford, Roger Halliday Kyle, Marvin Lee Minsky, Peter Bjgrn
Nemenyi, Onorato Timothy O’Meara, Basil Andrew Rattray, Yomei Sawanobori,
and David Lee Wallace;

Purdue University: Messrs. William Richard Fuller, Louis Eugene Grosh, Ladis
Daniel Kovach, Maurice Dean Lamoree, and Walter Davidson Wood;

Rice Institute: Messrs. Jim Douglas, Jr., and John Delbert Rice;
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Stanford University: Messrs. Gordon Bruce Hedrick, John Weston Hardy, Jr.,
Joel Franklin, and Donald Charles Benson;

Swarthmore College: Mr. Arthur Paul Mattuck;

University of Tennessee: Mr. Nickolas Heerema;

Wellesley College: Professor James Walter Warwick;

Western and Southern Life Insurance Company: Messrs. Eugene Warren Bates,
Edward Bathurst Fackler, and Edwin Herbert Vonderbrink;

Yale University: Messrs. Austin Robert Brown, Jr., Stephen Peter Hoffman, Jr.,
Brian Eugene Owens, and Morris Weisfeld.

The Secretary announced that the person indicated below had been
admitted to membership in the Society, under reciprocity agree-
ments with various mathematical organizations: London Mathe-
matical Society: Professor Charles Fox, McGill University.

The Secretary is pleased to report at this time that the ordinary
membership of the Society is now 4411, including 353 nominees of
institutional members and 47 life members. There are also 107 insti-
tutional members. The total attendance at all meetings in 1950 was
1413; the number of papers read was 436; there were 14 hour ad-
dresses, 3 half-hour addresses, 1 Gibbs Lecture, and 1 Retiring Presi-
dential Address; the number of members attending at least one meet-
ing was 1068.

The following appointments by the President were reported: As a
Committee on Arrangements for the Summer Meeting at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, September 4-7, 1951: Professors John M. H. Olm-
sted, Chairman, R. H. Cameron, H. M. Gehman, W. L. Hart, G. K.
Kalisch, Fulton Koehler, W. S. Loud, S. E. Warschawski, and
J. W. T. Youngs; as Chairman of the Committee on Printing Con-
tracts for the period 1951-1953: Professor C. J. Rees; as Chairman
of the Committee on Visiting Lectureships for the period 1951-1953:
Professor R. P. Boas, Jr. (committee now consists of Professors R.
P. Boas, Jr., Richard Courant, and H. S. Wall); as a member of the
Committee on Places of Meetings for the period 1951-1953: Profes-
sor Orrin Frink (committee now consists of Professors R. W. Brink,
Chairman, Orrin Frink, and J. M. Thomas); as members of the Com-
mittee on Applied Mathematics for the period 1951-1953: Professors
R. V. Churchill and M. H. Martin (committee now consists of Profes-
sors M. H. Martin, Chairman, R. V. Churchill, K. O. Friedrichs,
John von Neumann, William Prager, and Eric Reissner); as tellers
for the 1950 annual election: Professors L. W. Cohen, F. W. Koko-
moor, and E. R. Kolchin; as a member of the Committee to Select
Hour Speakers for Summer and Annual Meetings for the period 1951-
1952: Professor Deane Montgomery (committee now consists of Pro-
fessors E. G. Begle, Chairman, A. A. Albert, and Deane Mont-
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gomery); as members of the Committee to Select Hour Speakers for
Eastern Sectional Meetings: Professor N. E. Steenrod (to replace Pro-
fessor E. G. Begle, term to expire December 31, 1951) and Professor
M. H. Heins for the period 1951-1952 (committee now consists of
Professors L. W. Cohen, Chairman, M. H. Heins, and N. E. Steen-
rod); as a member of the Committee to Select Hour Speakers for
Southeastern Sectional Meetings for the period 1951-1952: Professor
B. J. Pettis (committee now consists of Professors W. M. Whyburn,
Chairman, Tomlinson Fort, and B. J. Pettis); as a member of the
Committee to Select Hour Speakers for Western Sectional Meetings
for the period 1951-1952: Professor P. R. Halmos (committee now
consists of Professors J. W. T. Youngs, Chairman, P. R. Halmos, and
Walter Leighton); as a member of the Committee to Select Hour
Speakers for Far Western Sectional Meetings for the period 1951—
1952: Professor A. P. Morse (committee now consists of Professors J.
W. Green, Chairman, M. R. Hestenes, and A. P. Morse); as Editor
of Volume IV of the Proceedings of Symposia on Applied Mathe-
matics: Professor M. H. Martin; as Chairman of the Committee to
Consider Non-editorial Problems of the Memoirs: Professor A. W.
Tucker.

It was reported that Professor W. T. Reid’s name was substituted
for Professor E. G. Begle as a nominee for membership at large of the
Council on the ballot for the annual election.

At the annual election which closed on December 28, 1950, and at
which 575 votes were cast, the following officers were elected:

Vice President, Professor G. A. Hedlund.

Secretary, Professor E. G. Begle.

Associate Secretary, Professor L. W. Cohen.

Treasurer, Dean A. E. Meder, Jr.

Librarian, Professor Jekuthiel Ginsburg.

Member of the Editorial Committee of the Bulletin, Professor W. T.
Martin.

Member of the Editorial Commitiee of the Proceedings, Professor
Nathan Jacobson.

Member of the Editorial Committee of the Tramnsactions, Professor
G. T. Whyburn.

Member of the Editorial Committee of the Colloquium Publications,
Professor A. A. Albert.

Member of the Editorial Committee of Mathematical Reviews, Pro-
fessor William Feller.

Member of the Editorial Committee of Mathematical Surveys, Profes-
sor Leo Zippin.
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Representative on the Editorial Board of the American Journal of
Mathematics, Professor Reinhold Baer.

Members at large of the Council, Professors D. H. Blackwell, H. F.
Bohnenblust, H. S. M. Coxeter, Irving Kaplansky, and W. T. Reid.

Members of the Board of Trustees, Professors B. P. Gill, T. H. Hilde-
brandt, and J. R. Kline.

The Council voted unanimously to adopt the following three resolu-
tions:

Whereas Professor John Robert Kline assumed the office of Secretary of the
American Mathematical Society in 1941 and is now relinguishing that office after
ten years of faithful and devoted service, and

Whereas Professor Kline has performed the duties of his office with such distinc-
tion that the Society has functioned in an outstanding manner and has enjoyed most
wholesome growth, and

Whereas in discharging the heavy and important work of the Secretaryship Pro-
fessor Kline has always given his time and physical energy generously and without
stint, and

Whereas it is the wish of the Council of the American Mathematical Society to
record its deep gratitude to Professor Kline:

Be it therefore resolved that the Council hereby express its most profound thanks
to Professor Kline for his contributions to the development of mathematics in America
through his work in the office of Secretary of the American Mathematical Society and
otherwise, and

Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to Professor Kline,
spread upon the minutes of the Council, and appropriately published by the Society.

The Council of the American Mathematical Society records its deep gratitude to
Professor Arnold Dresden for the outstanding service which he has rendered through
the office of Librarian for the Society. Under his able and careful handling, the Society
library has grown steadily to a point where it now represents a highly valuable asset,
both as to content and as to financial value. Through carefully selected and arranged
exchanges, Professor Dresden has acquired much valuable material without drain on
the funds of the Society. Through cataloging, arrangement, and numerous other
services, he has increased the usefulness of the library to the Society membership.

The Council hereby expresses its appreciation to Professor Dresden and conveys
to him its most profound thanks for the unselfish devotion to the service of American
mathematics which he has ever shown in the performance of his duties as Librarian of
the Society.

The Council of the American Mathematical Society records its deep gratitude to
Professor Temple Rice Hollcroft for contributions which he has made to American
mathematics through his many years of devoted and efficient service as Associate
Secretary of the Society. Under his careful handling of the duties of his office, meetings
of the Society for which he carried responsibility have been conducted with the
smoothness that reflects careful thought and good planning. Through his program-
ming, conducting, and reporting Society meetings, and through the multitude of other
services encumbent upon his office, he has contributed greatly to the success of
activities of the Society.

The Council hereby expresses its appreciation to Professor Hollcroft and conveys
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to him its most profound thanks for the fine service which he has rendered the Ameri-
can Mathematical Society through his work as Associate Secretary.

The President was authorized to appoint a committee to consider
the request of Mrs. Charles C. Torrance that wives of members of the
Society who are mathematicians be given the same privileges as
emeritus members.

The Council voted that the following resolution be adopted:

Owing to the expressed reluctance of a large number of mathematicians to attend
meetings of the American Mathematical Society at the University of California as

long as the conditions previously condemned prevail, the Society will not hold meet-
ings on a campus of the University of California until these conditions are alleviated.

It was voted that a copy of the resolution be sent to the editors of
Science.

The Council voted to approve the following dates of meetings of the
Society in 1951: November 23-24, at the University of Oklahoma;
December 26-28 in Providence, Rhode Island.

In an appendix to this report are excerpts from the report of the
Treasurer for the fiscal year 1950 as verified by the auditors. A copy
of the complete report will be sent, on request, to any member of the
Society.

The Librarian reported the following additions to the Library: 163
bound volumes of periodicals, 80 books, and 46 pamphlets.

Certain invitations to give addresses in 1951 were announced:
Professors Zeev Nehari and Tadasi Nakayama for the February
meeting in Cincinnati.

Upon recommendation of the Committee to Nominate a Repre-
sentative of the Society on the Policy Committee, Professor J. R.
Kline was elected to serve on the Policy Committee for a four-year
term beginning January 1, 1951.

The Bulletin Editorial Committee reported that the journal is
more nearly current in its publication schedule than has been true
for some years. A recommendation that a total of 600 pages be
authorized for the 1951 Bulletin was accepted by the Council and
referred to the Trustees. Professor R. P. Boas was reported as a new
Assistant Editor for the Bulletin.

The Transactions and Memoirs Editorial Committee reported that
the Transactions will have published almost exactly the 1100 pages
authorized for 1950. The interval between receipt of the manuscripts
and publication usually falls between six and nine months. The
Council voted to recommend to the Board of Trustees that 1100
pages be published in the Transactions in 1951. In the Memoirs
series, Number 1 appeared in July and Number 2 is now being






