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The Golden Jubilee of the American Mathematical Society was 
celebrated at its birthplace, Columbia University, New York City, 
September 6-9, 1938. In its scientific features as well as in regard to 
other festivities, the Semicentennial Celebration stands unsurpassed 
among the meetings of the Society. From the time of the opening of 
the Celebration on Tuesday evening until the last lecture on Friday 
at noon, the Society's program proceeded on a very high level. Co­
lumbia University possesses admirable facilities for such gatherings 
and these were put at the disposal of the Society. Its hospitality on 
this, as on so many previous occasions, was genuine and gracious. 

The attendance was large and representative geographically. The 
only other meeting of the Society which rivaled it in attendance was 
the Summer Meeting of 1936 held in connection with the Harvard 
Tercentenary. There were 418 members of the Society who registered 
and many other members were present. In all, including families, 
600 persons registered, and there were probably 100 others who at­
tended one or more sessions. In members registering from 39 states, 
New York State led with 133, Pennsylvania was second with 38, 
followed by Massachusetts with 34, New Jersey and Ohio each with 
22, Wisconsin with 16. Regions were represented as follows: 

New England 65 Pacific and Rocky Mountain 13 
North Atlantic 204 Canada 16 
Middle Western 78 Foreign 3 
Southern 39 

It was interesting to note the array by age groups, there being a 
considerable number present who attended meetings in the earliest 
days, as well as numbers of those who joined the Society decade by 

* Those phases of the gathering which pertain to a usual meeting of the Society 
have been recorded in the report by Associate Secretary Hollcroft in the November, 
1938, issue of this Bulletin. The present report concerns the Semicentennial Celebra­
tion only. 
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decade, and down to the young instructor and graduate student. Of 
those members who registered, 7 joined the Society during the first 
decade of its life, 1888-97; 36 in the decade 1898-1907; 45 in the 
decade 1908-17; 117 in the decade 1918-27; and 213 in the last 
decade. 

Secretary Ingraham has collected some interesting figures concern­
ing attendance at meetings during the period since 1891, when at­
tendance began to be recorded. Seven members of the Society are 
listed as each having attended one hundred meetings or more: T. S. 
Fiske, 164; E. R. Hedrick, 132; Edward Kasner, 118; R. G. D. Rich­
ardson, 118; H. S. White, 115; S. A. Joffe, 111; Oswald Veblen, 109. 
Fifty have attended fifty meetings or more, so that the average 
attendance of each of these is at least one meeting a year over the 
whole half-century. 

The weather proved to be ideal and the arrangements which had 
been so carefully worked out in advance were carried out unobtru­
sively but with perfect precision and with due regard for the well-
being of the visiting mathematicians. 

A resolution of thanks to those who participated in the preparation 
for the meeting (given in Appendix L) was drawn up by Professors 
Tomlinson Fort and Richard Morris; it was enthusiastically adopted 
by the Society and ordered spread on the records. 

ORGANIZATION 

It was ten years ago (April, 1927) that the Committee on the 
Semicentennial was established, and during these years the plans 
have been gradually taking shape. The original committee consisted 
of Professors T. S. Fiske (chairman), R. C. Archibald, J. L. Coolidge, 
L. E. Dickson, E. R. Hedrick, Dunham Jackson, James Pierpont, 
M. I. Pupin, R. G. D. Richardson, and Oswald Veblen. But, from 
time to time, it has been changed to care for new situations; the 
complete membership of this committee and the subcommittees is 
given in Appendix M. During the past two years the Committee 
has been especially active, this activity mounting in a crescendo up 
to and during the time of the meeting. At one time there was a sug­
gestion that this Celebration be merged with the International 
Congress of Mathematicians, but the final decision was against such 
action. Finally, in February, 1937, the Council voted to fix the time 
of the Celebration as September, 1938. 

A sinking fund had been accumulated to carry the expense of the 
Celebration, but only a portion of this was used. The registration fees 
of $2.00 (and $1.00 for members of families) brought in more than 
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one thousand dollars, which aided in the expenses of the meeting. 
The cost of special features in connection with the recognition of the 
services of the Founder of the Society were met by a fund raised by 
special subscription among friends who delighted so to honor him. 

A sum of* $5600 was voted by the Council and Board of Trustees 
for printing the two volumes of the Semicentennial Publications; but 
here again the fund was not all used. 

One of the activities of the Semicentennial Committees has been 
to bring into order and completeness the records of the past fifty 
years. There are approximately 1700 persons who have been members 
at some time and are no longer on the rolls. To be more exact, there 
were, in 1936, 1681 persons who had been members, whose names oc­
cur in neither the 1936 nor the 1938 List of Members. Of these, 
467 are known to be dead. At the request of the Council and with 
the help of a large group of the older members, the prolonged efforts 
of the Secretary have resulted in the preparation of brief biographies 
of most of these persons as well as of present members. These biog­
raphies are to go into the Society's files. 

Various subcommittees had been appointed to take care of special 
parts of the projected program. The first of these was a Subcommittee 
on Program, with Professor R. C. Archibald as chairman, who drafted 
the plan for the meeting; to implement this plan a Subcommittee on 
Invited Speakers, consisting of five ex-presidents, was chosen to 
make recommendations of personnel. They prepared a list of speakers 
and alternates which was adopted by the Council. The local Sub­
committee on Arrangements, with Professor W. B. Fite as chairman, 
then took up with conspicuous success the arduous task of putting 
into effect recommendations of the various committees. Professor 
A. E. Meder undertook the publicity for the meeting and his work is 
an auspicious beginning of activities which the Council hopes to 
continue. Professor D. E. Smith, as chairman of a Subcommittee on 
Exhibits, put all the facilities of his splendid collection of books and 
instruments at the disposal of the meeting. The Subcommittee on 
Publication undertook to edit and publish two volumes of Semi­
centennial Publications. Tha t these volumes appeared in time for 
the meeting is due to the untiring efforts of the chairman, Professor 
Snyder, who, even with the cooperation of the authors, was faced 
with a serious limitation of time in getting out these volumes between 
the receipt of the manuscripts and the meeting. The Society acknowl­
edges, too, the splendid cooperation of the George Banta Publishing 
Company which printed the volumes. Special mention should be 
made of the able and unstinted services of the Executive Secretary, 
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Dr. Thornton C. Fry, appointed in July, 1935, who was responsible 
for coordinating the activities of the various subcommittees and who 
devised some of the admirable features of the program. He was fortu­
nate enough to be able to call also on the facilities of the Bell Tele­
phone Laboratories, and on his colleagues there for advice about 
some of the more important parts of the program. 

THE OPENING SESSION OF THE CELEBRATION. TRIBUTE TO 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

The first activity of the Semicentennial Celebration as such was a 
reception tendered by Columbia University to the visiting mathe­
maticians. It was held in Johnson Hall on Tuesday at 7:30 P.M., and 
was attended by four hundred persons. In the receiving line were 
President and Mrs. Butler of Columbia University, Professor and 
Mrs. W. B. Fite, President Moore of the Society, and Professor Fiske. 

At 9:00 P.M., immediately following this reception, there was a con­
vocation in McMillin Theater at which President R. L. Moore pre­
sided. After some remarks regarding the place in mathematical 
research to which America has risen in the past fifty years, he called 
the roll of delegates who had been appointed by sister organizations 
to represent them at the Celebration. Each delegate arose as his 
name was called and received the greeting of the members of the 
Society present; a few of them handed to President Moore scrolls 
containing messages. A list of all delegates appointed is given in Ap­
pendix J. 

There were many congratulatory letters, some of which are quoted 
in Appendix K. In addition to these, there were briefer messages from 
the following societies and individuals: Amsterdam Mathematical 
Society, Samuel Dickstein, A. J. Kempner (as president of the Math­
ematical Association of America), Casimir Kuratowski, and Pomeroy 
Ladue. 

It had been recognized, from the time when the Semicentennial 
Celebration was first conceived, that the Society would have a com­
pelling obligation as well as a welcome opportunity to voice its grati­
tude to Columbia University as its patron for over half a century. 
From the beginning, Columbia University has been a most generous 
and courteous host. Of the 352 regular meetings held, 221 have been 
in its halls ; and in many other ways Columbia has stood in a unique 
relationship to the Society. This obligation was acknowledged on be­
half of the Society by Vice President Langer in a laudatory address, 
the text of which is reproduced in Appendix G. He then handed to 
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia University, a copy 
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of this address, beautifully printed on French handmade paper; and 
also, as a slight token of the appreciation of the Society, a copy of 
each of the two volumes of Semicentennial Publications, with beauti­
ful special bindings and bearing suitable dedicatory inscriptions. 
President Butler responded with a noteworthy address, of which a 
summary appears in Appendix H. 

SCIENTIFIC ADDRESSES 

The main feature of the meeting was a series of ten invited hour-
addresses given in McMillin Theater. The illustrated address of Pro­
fessor Archibald was on the history of the Society, and that of Dean 
Birkhoff was a review of fifty years of American mathematics. The 
other eight reviewed various aspects of special fields and pointed out 
some of the important directions which future developments of re­
search are likely to take. Lantern slides exclusively were used for 
formulas and this innovation proved successful. A list of these ad­
dresses with the names of authors, presiding officers, and the times of 
delivery is given below. 

I. R. C. Archibald. History of the American Mathematical Society, 
1888-1938. 
T . S. Fiske presiding, Wednesday, 9:30 A.M. 

II . G. D. Birkhoff. Fifty years of American mathematics. 
Solomon Lefschetz presiding, Wednesday, 10:30 A.M. 

I I I . E. T. Bell. Fifty years of algebra in America, 1888-1938. 
H. S. White presiding, Wednesday, 2:00 P.M. 

IV. G. C. Evans. Dirichlet problems. 
G. D. Birkhoff presiding, Wednesday, 3:15 P.M. 

V. E. J. McShane. Recent developments in the calculus of variations. 
G. A. Bliss presiding, Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 

VI. J. F. Ritt . Algebraic aspects of the theory of differential equations. 
D. R. Curtiss presiding, Thursday, 10:00 A.M. 

VII. J. L. Synge. Hydrodynamical stability. 
L. P. Eisenhart presiding, Thursday, 11:00 A.M. 

VIII . T. Y. Thomas. Recent trends in geometry. 
(Read by J. F. Daly, of Princeton University.) 
Virgil Snyder presiding, Friday, 9:00 A.M. 

IX. Norbert Wiener. The historical background of harmonic analysis. 
E. R. Hedrick presiding, Friday, 10:15 A.M. 

X. R. L. Wilder. The sphere in topology. 
R. L. Moore presiding, Friday, 11:30 A.M. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

The Society was fortunate enough to be able to issue in time for 
distribution at the meeting two volumes under the general heading 
Semicentennial Publications. A history of the Society, written by Pro­
fessor Archibald and containing in greatly amplified form the mate­
rial covered by his lecture, with thirty illustrations, was published 
as Volume I. The other nine lectures were published as Volume II 
under the title Semicentennial Addresses. These publications were 
available for inspection in the registration room, and more than two 
hundred volumes were purchased by members during the meeting. 

EXHIBITS 

Through the kindness of Columbia University and members of the 
faculty, several exhibits of absorbing interest were prepared. 

The valuable collections of mathematical manuscripts, rare edi­
tions, and instruments of David Eugene Smith, George Arthur 
Plimpton, and S. S. Dale, as housed permanently in Room 210 of 
Low Library, were open to members of the Society and their guests. 
These combined libraries, representing the history of mathematics 
from earliest times to the nineteenth century, contain more than 
25,000 items. During the period of the meeting a special exhibit was 
arranged, containing many of the rarest and most important vol­
umes, and also many letters and photographs relating particularly 
to the history of the Society. The testimonial to Professor Fiske, Vice 
President Langer's address, the volumes dedicated to Columbia 
University, and the plaque and portrait of Professor Fiske were also 
displayed in this library during the latter days of the Celebration. 

The Mathematics Department of Teachers College of Columbia 
University arranged an interesting and extensive exhibit of models, 
instruments, charts, books, posters, and other objects, relating to the 
teaching of mathematics and to its applications. This included a 
model mathematics classroom for secondary schools and a display 
of computing machines, tracing the development from the model first 
constructed in this country down to the latest commercial machines. 

Professor W. J. Eckert, of the Department of Astronomy, opened 
for inspection a remarkably complete set of modern computing ma­
chines for performing astronomical calculations by the Hollerith 
punched-card method. 

THE MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The Association, so closely affiliated with the Society for the 
twenty-three years of its existence, was guest at this Birthday 
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Celebration and shared in the festivities. In order to give the right 
of way to the Society's activities on this occasion, it paid the Society 
the compliment of omitting a meeting of its own. Members of the 
Association were accorded all the privileges available to members of 
the Society. 

GALA DINNER. RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICES OF THE FOUNDER 

I t must be almost unique in the annals of scientific organizations 
for a society to be able to honor its founder at its semicentennial an­
niversary. Professor Thomas Scott Fiske was rightly the center of 
attention at the gala dinner, and his place in the hearts of his col­
leagues was attested in no uncertain manner when, upon his presenta­
tion by the toastmaster, the entire group of 375 rose spontaneously 
to their feet in tribute to this splendid leader. 

The dinner was held in the beautiful banquet room of the Hotel 
Astor. Not only was there a charming background for the dinner, but 
all the arrangements were of exceptional quality. As fitted the anni­
versary, the menu cover was in gold; it was decorated with a photo­
graph of a bas-relief of Professor Fiske executed by the young 
sculptor, George John Sklaar. As an innovation for the dinner, all 
persons were assigned to tables of their own choosing, in groups of 
ten; and lists of names were printed to accompany the menu. 

The Society could not have chosen a more able and delightful toast-
master than Dr. Warren Weaver, who in a most happy fashion com­
bined wit and wisdom. On the one side of the toastmaster sat Thomas 
Scott Fiske and on the other side Edward Lincoln Stabler, the only 
survivors of the six charter members. Others seated at the dais table 
were Eric Temple Bell, George David Birkhoff, Garrett Birkhoff and 
Mrs. Birkhoff, Gilbert Ames Bliss and Mrs. Bliss, David Raymond 
Curtiss and Miss Alice Judson Curtiss, Luther Pfahler Eisenhart, 
Frederick Carlos Ferry, Miss Natalie Page Fiske, Earle Raymond 
Hedrick, Dunham Jackson, Solomon Lefschetz and Mrs. Lefschetz, 
Robert Lee Moore, Virgil Snyder and Mrs. Snyder, Mrs. Stabler, 
Mrs. Weaver, Henry Seely White and Mrs. Robert Fridenberg Perez. 

The first feature of the evening was a letter from the London Math­
ematical Society which may in some respects be considered to be the 
parent organization and which is certainly the model after which the 
Society was patterned (Appendix F). 

Next, the toastmaster presented to Professor Fiske a beautifully 
illuminated testimonial, containing a greeting of appreciation and af­
fection, prepared by order of the Council and signed by the President 
and the Secretary. The text appears in Appendix C. 
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The main speaker was Professor Fiske, who gave some delightful 
reminiscences of the early days of the Society (Appendix B). The 
other after-dinner speakers, so chosen as to represent at the same 
time various geographical regions and various age groups, were Pro­
fessors Bell, Jackson, and Garrett Birkhoff. 

Mathematicians who have been readers and examiners of the Col­
lege Entrance Examination Board, which Professor Fiske served so 
long and well, presented to the Society his portrait painted by Mrs. 
H. E. Ogden Campbell (Appendix D). Dr. Ferry, ex-president of 
Hamilton College, made the presentation speech (Appendix E), and 
President Moore accepted the portrait on behalf of the Society. 

Bronze replicas of the sculptured bas-relief of Professor Fiske were 
presented to the daughter of Professor Fiske and to the Society. 
A photograph is given in Appendix D. 

As a fitting climax to the dinner, letters of felicitation and good 
wishes for the future of the Society were presented from President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Premier Mackenzie King. The texts are 
given in Appendix A. 

EXCURSION TO WEST POINT 

The steamer Alexander Hamilton was chartered for a trip to West 
Point and sailed from the Hudson River Day Line Pier at 125th 
Street on Thursday at 1:30 P.M., returning at 10:00 P.M. At West 
Point provision was afforded to see the grounds and buildings of the 
United States Military Academy as well as to observe the regimental 
parade given in honor of the Society's visit. About sixteen hundred 
cadets took part in this impressive drill, which was the spectacular 
feature of the visit. The officers were most cordial to the visitors, act­
ing as guides and giving information regarding the work of the Acad­
emy. 

The Hudson was seen at its best; the weather was ideal. On the re­
turn trip, under the light of the full moon, the steamer sailed down 
the river to the Battery, affording a superb view of the New York 
skyline at night. A small orchestra provided music for dancing 
throughout the trip. This excursion will long be remembered as one 
of the most delightful features of the meeting, affording, as it did, 
the 275 people who took part an especially favorable opportunity to 
become better acquainted. 

ENTERTAINMENT AND OTHER EXCURSIONS 

On Monday afternoon at 4:00 P.M., preceding the opening of the 
meeting, a tea was tendered in Johnson Hall to the mathematicians 
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and their friends by the Departments of Mathematics of Columbia 
University, New York University, Brooklyn College, College of the 
City of New York, and Queens College. More than two hundred 
availed themselves of the opportunity to meet the hosts and hostesses 
and to renew acquaintance with friends. 

As one record of the meeting, a panoramic group picture was taken 
on the steps of Low Library; this is reproduced in this issue. 

Many members were able to inspect the capacious offices and the 
library of the Society so spaciously housed by Columbia University. 

Late Wednesday afternoon, the Hayden Planetarium, adjoining 
the Museum of Natural History, put on a special program for the 
mathematicians. 

On Friday afternoon there were two excursions to places on Long 
Island. The first was to Jones Beach, the famous state-operated park 
on the south shore, which has remarkable facilities for swimming and 
other sports. The second was a trip to the grounds of the New York 
World's Fair. Although this will not officially open until 1939, many 
of the buildings, which will represent nearly every country, are al­
ready erected and are built around the common theme, The World 
of Tomorrow. 

There were other guided tours to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, the Long Distance Telephone Building, the Museum of Modern 
Art, the Bronx Zoological Gardens, the Hispanic Museum, the Clois­
ters, the Museum of Natural History, and the Frick Collection. For 
each tour there was a leader chosen under the direction of Professor 
P. A. Smith ; the competence and courtesy of these leaders were thor­
oughly appreciated by those who participated. 

W. L. AYRES 

T. R. HOLLCROFT 

M. H. INGRAHAM 

T . M . PUTNAM 

R. G. D. RICHARDSON 

Secretaries 
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APPENDIX A 

LETTERS OF CONGRATULATION FROM PRESIDENT 
ROOSEVELT AND PREMIER MACKENZIE KING 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

August 17, 1938 
My dear Mr. Richardson: 

Please extend my greetings to the American Mathematical Society 
on the occasion of the celebration of its fiftieth anniversary. I trust 
tha t genuine satisfaction will come to its members as they contem­
plate the contribution which the Society has made during the half 
century of its existence. 

I t is sometimes difficult to comprehend the values accruing to so­
ciety from mathematics. I t is deeply rooted in social progress as a 
large part of the technological advance made in recent centuries 
would have been impossible had it not been for the constant refine­
ment of the essential tool of technology—mathematics. Social sciences 
also owe a large debt to mathematics. Future advances in the social 
sciences will be largely dependent upon mathematical treatment of 
their data. 

I congratulate the members of the American Mathematical Society 
on the important contributions which mathematics has already made. 
I trust that the years ahead will find mathematicians making signifi­
cant contributions, as in the past. 

Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Mr. R. G. D. Richardson, 
Secretary, 
American Mathematical Society, 
501 West 116th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 
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OFFICE OF T H E P R I M E MINISTER 
CANADA 

Ottawa, August 30, 1938. 

R. G. D. Richardson, Esq., M. A., Ph.D., D.C.L., 
Secretary, 
American Mathematical Society, 
501 West 116th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Professor Richardson : 

I shall be pleased if you will extend to the American Mathematical 
Society, on the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of its inception, 
my greetings and warm congratulations upon attaining this signifi­
cant anniversary. 

I t is well that we should reflect, on occasions such as this, on the 
extent to which the learned societies of this continent have contribut­
ed to the strength and substance of our national and international 
life. The work of the American Mathematical Society fills a distin­
guished place among those academic fellowships which have done 
so much to keep alive, in our institutions of learning, that integrity of 
thought which is one of the proudest of our common traditions. 

I t is my hope that the deliberations of the Society's Jubilee Meet­
ing will be attended by much good fellowship and a lively apprecia­
tion of the binding character of the academic fraternity which has so 
long and so happily prevailed between our two countries. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(signed) W. L. MACKENZIE KING 


