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We investigate a class of nonperiodic fourth order differential equations with general potentials. By using variational methods and
genus properties in critical point theory, we obtain that such equations possess infinitely homoclinic solutions.

1. Introduction

In this paper, we consider the following a class of fourth order
differential equations:

u® v wi +ax)u= f(xu), xeR, )

where w is a constant, f € C(R x R,R), and a € C(R, R).
Recently, a lot of attention has been focused on the study
of homoclinic and heteroclinic solutions for this problem; see
[1-8]. This may be due to its concrete applications, such as
physics and mechanics; see [9, 10]. More precisely, Tersian
and Chaparova [5] studied periodic case. They obtained non-
trivial homoclinic solutions by using mountain pass theorem.
For nonperiodic case, Li [7] studied the existence of nontrivial
homoclinic solutions for this class of equations. Sun and
Wu [8] studied multiple homoclinic solutions for the fol-
lowing nonperiodic fourth order equations with a perturba-

tion:
(4) " _ p-2

u”’ +wu +ax)u=f(u)+Ah(x)ulf "y, @

xeR, 1<p<2

By using the mountain pass theorem and Ekeland variational
principle, two homoclinic solutions for these equations are
obtained under the assumption that A and f are superlinear
or asymptotically linear as [u| — +o00, where (A,) is the
following condition:

A,) there exists a positive constant a, such that 0 < g, <
0 p 1 1
a(x) — +ooas|x| - +ooand w < 2+/a;.

The assumption (A,) is too strict to be satisfied by many
general functions a(x); for example, a(x) = 1. In addition,
although there is perturbation, the right of (2) is superlinear
or asymptotically linear as [u| — +00. In the present paper
we study the infinitely many homoclinic solutions for (1)
under more general assumption than A ; and sublinear condi-
tion on f.

Before stating our results we introduce some notations.
Throughout this paper, we denote by ||, the L"-norm, 2 <
r < 0o. L(R) is the Banach space of essentially bounded
functions equipped with the norm

o = esssup {lu (x)] : x € R}. 3)

If we take a subsequence of a sequence {u,,} we will denote it
again by {u,}.
Now we state our main result.

Theorem 1. Assume that the following conditions hold:

(A) there exists a positive constant a, such that a(x) >
a; > 0and 2+/a; > w;

(F,) there exists a constant 1 < y < 2 and positive
function b(x) € L¥® (R, R") such that

If ew)| <yb ) ul’™, V(ou) eRxR;  (4)
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(F,) there exist x, € R and v € (1,2) such that

F(x,u)
(o) = (x0,0)  |u]”

> 0, (5)

where F is the primitive F(x, u) = Iou f(x, t)dt.

Then, problem (1) possesses at least one nontrivial homo-
clinic solution.

In addition, if f is odd symmetry in u, that is,

(Fy) fle,u) = —f(x,—u), V(x,u) e RxR,

then one gets the existence of infinitely many nontrivial homo-
clinic solutions.

Theorem 2. Under the assumptions of (A), (F,)-(F;), problem
(1) possesses infinitely many nontrivial homoclinic solutions.

Example 3. If f(x,u) = (4cos x/3e|x|)|u|_2/3u, clearly,

4
|f (x,u)| < |u|l/3u, V(x,u) € RxR,
3e|x|
1
F(x,u) = %W“ > OB V() e [0,1] X R.
e e

(6)
Thus (F,), (F,), and (F;) are satisfied with x, = 0,v = 4/3,y =
4/3.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present
some preliminaries. In Section 3, we give the proof of our
main results.

2. Preliminaries

In order to prove our main results, we first give some pro-
perties of space X on which the variational setting for prob-
lem (1) is defined.

Lemma 4 (see [5]). Assume that (A) hold. Then there exists a
constant ¢, > 0 such that

JRh%mz—wwuf+auﬂmwﬂdx2%WMﬂ

7)
Yu € H* (R),
where Jull, = ([, [u"(x)? + ' (0 + u(x)?1dx)"" is the
norm of Sobolev space HZ(IR).
Letting
X = {u ¢ H(R) | J [0 (%) - wid (x)®
R
(8)
+a(x) u(x)z] dx < +oo} ,
then X is a Hilbert space with the inner product
(w,v) = J [ () V" () ~wi’ ()" (%)
N )

+a (x)u(x)v(x) ] dx
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and the corresponding norm lull? = (u, u). Note that
X cH*(R)c L' (R), (10)

for all r € [2,+00], with the embedding being continuous.
Hence, for any r € [2,+00], there is C, > 0 such that
lull, < C, lull,  Vu € X. )

Now we begin describing the variational formulation of
problem (1). Consider the functional J : X — R defined by

J @) = Sl - jR F (x,u) dx. 12)

Lemma 5. Under the conditions of (A), (F,)-(F,), ] € clx,
R) and its derivative is given by the following;

J' (W)

= J [u” () V" (x) —wi (x)V (x) +a(x)u(x)v (x)] dx
R

- jR e () v (%) dx,
13)

for allu,v € X. In addition, any critical point of ] on X is a
classical solution of problem (1).

Proof. We firstly show that J : X — R. From (F,), one has
|F(x,u)] <b(x)|ul’, V(xu) e RxR. (14)

By the Holder inequality and (14), we have
J |F (x,u(x))|dx < J b(x) |u(x)|"dx
R R

y/2
< Wl ([ CoPax) 0

< C%/”bllZ/(Z—y)”u"y’
where C, is constant in (11). Hence, J defined by (12) is well
defined on X.

Next we prove that ] € C L(X,R). To this end, we rewrite
J as follows:

AW =3Il B@=| Fewdx 00
R

It is easy to check that A € C'(X,R), and we have A" (u)v =

JR [ ()" (x) —wud (x)v' (x) + a(x)u(x)v(x)]dx, forall u, v €

X. On the other hand, we will show that B € C'(X, R) and

B (u)v= J f (x,u(x))v(x)dx, 17)
R
for any given u, v € X. For any given u € X, let us define

K)v= JR flxu(x)v(x)dx, VvelX (18)
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It is obvious that K(u) is linear. Now we show that K(u) is
bounded. In fact, for any u € X, by the Holder inequality and
(F,), we can obtain that

IK () v

< J |f(x,u(x))v(x)|dx
R

<y jR b () lu (O v ()] dx

5 (y-1/2 5 1/2
< Plblyop( [ weoPax)” (| weordx)

< YCh bl ll” " IV -
(19)

Moreover, for u,v € X, using the Mean Value Theorem,
we get

J F(x,u(x)+v(x))dx— J F (x,u)dx
R R
(20)
= J fxu(x)+0(x)v(x))v(x)dx,
R

for some 0 < O(x) < 1. On the other hand, b(x) € L¥® (R,
R™), for any & > 0, there exists T > 0 such that

2/2-p) e
b (x)dx <e. (21)
|x|>T

Therefore, on account of the Sobolev compact theorem
(Xl{_g;y is compactly embedded in L®([-T,T],R)) and
Holder inequality, we have

"_11’“ HR lf(x’u(x)Jre(x)"("))V(X)—f(x,u(x))v(x)|aZX]
1
= m [J-mg |f (6, u (x) + 6 (x) v (x)) v(x)

—f (x5 u(x)v(x)| dx]

' |I_11/|| H| : Tlf(x’”(x“@(x)v(x))V(x)

—f(xu(x)v (x)| dx]

: ||_11/|| “l \<T |f Geu(x) + 6 (x) v ()

1/2
—f(xu (x))|2dx]

12
2
X [JlxlsT [v(x)] dx]

2 y L
+muxl>TVb(x)[lu(x)ly + v ()] ]lv(x)|dx]

1
S _
vl

H G -0y (o)
) 1/2
()] dx] C, Il
2-y)/2
+2y<J |b(x)|2/(2_”)dx> '
|x|>T

* < Lx|>T Iu (x)|2dx>(yw2 ( J|x|>T v (x)lzdx>

2-y)/2
o [ e ax)
|x|>T

y/2
X <J |v(x)|2dx>
|x|>T

<G, Hl . |f (o1 (x)+ 0 (x) v ()~ f (3, (x))Pdx

1/2

1/2

+eyCy (Jul”™ + ") — 0, asv—0,
(22)

which, together with (19), implies that (17) holds. It remains
to show that B is continuous. Suppose that u — 1, in X,
then we have

sup |B' (w)v - B' (1) v'

Ivi=1

= sup “R |f (e, (x)) v () = f (%, 149 (x)) v (x)] dx]

vi=1

< sup U |f Ge,u () v () = f (%1 (x))v(x)|dx]
|x|<T

Ivi=1

+ sup [Jlx|>T | f et (%)) v (20)= f (%, 14 (x)) v (x))] dx]

Ivi=1

.
< sup [J |f (e, (x)) = f (3,14 ()| dx]
|x|<T

Ivi=1
1/2
24 ]
X[qu'v(x)l *

+ sup “lm yb () [ 11 O +up O] v ()] dx]

Ivi=1

12
< sup [-[IxI<T |f (e, (x)) = f (x, 14 (x))|2dx] G, IVl

Ivi=1

(2 V)/2
) Sup <J N |k (:C)l o )d'x>

vii=1



(y-1)/2 1/2
X ( lu (x)|2dx> <J |V(x)|2dx>
|x|>T |x|>T

2/ 2-y)/2
+ysup<J| r b (x)] ydx)
X

AL
1

, 1
SCZU |f(x,u(x))—f(x,u0 (x))| dx]
|x|<T

X

(y-1/
|u0 (x)| dx)

X

12
[v (x)] dx)

|x|>T

+eyC (Il + Juo ) — 0, asu— u,
(23)

uniformly with respect to v, which implies that B’ is contin-
uous. Therefore, we obtain J € C'(X,R) and its derivative is
given by

J'wyv=| [« )" (x)
R
—wi (x)V (x) +a(x)u(x)v (x)] dx (24)

- JR f(xu(x)v(x)dx,

for all u,v € X. In addition, from [8], we can know that any
critical point of J on X is a classical solution of problem (1).
O

Next, we give some useful Lemmas which can be seen in
(11].

Definition 6. 1 € C Y(E,R) is said to satisty the (PS) condition
if any sequence {u,} ¢ E,n € N, for which {I(u,)} is bounded
and I '(un)) — 0Oasn — +o0o0 and possesses a convergent
subsequence in E.

Lemma 7. Let E be a real Banach space and let I € C'(E,R)
satisfy the (PS) condition. If I is bounded from below, then ¢ =
inf g I(u) is a critical value of I.

To obtain the existence of infinitely many homo-
clinic solutions for problem (1) under the assumptions of
Theorem 2, we will employ the “genus” properties in critical
point theory; see [11].

Let E be a Banach space, I € CY(E,R), and ¢ € R. We set

S={ACE-{0}:
A is closed in E and symmetric with respect to 0},
K.={ueE:1(u)=cI (u)=0},

IF={ueE:1(u)<c}.
(25)
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Definition 8. For A € X, we say the genus of A is J (denoted
by y(A) = j) if there is an odd map v € C((A,R)’ \ {0}) and
j is the smallest integer with this property.

Lemma 9. Let I be an even C' functional on E and satisfy the
(PS) condition. For any j € N, set

Zj:{AeZ:y(A)Zj}, ~:1nfsupI(u) (26)

J ueA

() IfZ;#0 and c; € R, then c; is a critical value of I;
(ii) if there exists r € N such that

€ =6 = =6, =¢C €R, (27)
and c #1(0), then p(K.) > r + 1.

Remark 10. From Remark 7.3 in [11], we know that if K, €
Y and p(K.) > 1, then I has infinitely many distinct critical
points in E.

3. Proof of the Main Results

To prove our main results, we first give the following Lemma.

Lemmall. If(A) and (F,) hold, then ] defined by (12) satisfies
(PS) condition.

Proof. By (12) and (14) and Hoélder inequality, one has

@) = 1l - ijx, u) dx

> 2l - jR b () lu (x)]dx

(28)
Lo ( J 2 )WZ
> —|ull” — _ u(x b
2|| 17 = 118ll2/2-y) RI ()]
L2~y y
Ellull = GBIl oy lall™

Since 1 < y < 2, (28) implies that J(u) — +oo as |lu]| —
+00. Consequently, J is bounded from below.

Now, we show that J satisfies the (PS) condition. Assume
that {u}eny € X is a sequence such that {J(u)}iey 1S
bounded and ]'(uk) — 0ask — +oco. Then by (28), there
exists a constant C > 0 such that

fuill, < Co el < €,

So passing to a subsequence if necessary, it can be assumed
that ;. — u, in X. Since b(x) € LY@ V(R R"), for anye > 0,
there exists T' > 0 such that

2-y/2
<I P/ () dx) . (30)
|x|>T

Since the embedding of X — L
in X implies

k e N. (29)

IOC([R) is compact, u, — u,

k— 0o

lim I |ug (x) = g () Pdx = 0. (31)
|x|<T
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Then we have
[ LF G () = 7 Gt @) e () =y (0]
< H |f (s 1y (%)) = f (26,1 (20))| [ (20) =119 (%) dx]
|x|<T
([ 1 G ) - £ Gty )
|x|>T

X |y (x) = ug ()| dx]

IN

U"*T |f (1 () = f (g (x))lzdx] :

, e
X [J |uk (x) —u (x)| dx]
|x|<T

+ j|x|>T yb (x) [luk (x)|y_1 +|ug (x)|y_1]

X [ |ue ()] + |1t (x)|] dx

IN

[Lﬂ”“%@%fm%mwwrz

,
X [J |uk (x) —u (x)| dx]
|x|<T

+ ZYJ b(x) [|uk (x)|7’ + |u0 (X)|V] dx
|x|>T

IN

“""<T |f (6w () = f (3,10 (x))|2dX] 1/2
X “lka i ()t (0| )

S/ 2-p)/2
oyl [P | [l + ]
|x|>T

IN

[Lﬂ”“%@%fm%mwwrz

,
X [J |uk (x) —u (x)| dx]
|x|<T

(2-y)
o[ o]
|x|>T

/2
(€7 + luol?].

(32)

Hence, by (30), (31), and the fact that ¢ is arbitrary, one can
get

J 1 o 60) = ot ()] ) =t (0] — 0
(33)

ask — oo. It follows from (13) that

<]’ (”k) -J (uo)>“k _”0>

= i~

= [ 17 Gor ) = 1 Gt () o 0 = g ()] i
(34)

In view of the definition of weak convergence, we have
U () =T (o) s vy =) — 0. (35)

Therefore, we can obtain thatu;, — u, in X. Hence, ] satisfies
(PS) condition. O

Now we are in the position to complete the proof of
Theorems 1 and 2.

Proof of Theorem 1. 1t is obvious that J(0) = 0, and by
Lemmas 5 and 11 we know that J is a C! functional on X
satisfying the (PS) condition. In view of (28), we have ] is
bounded below on X. Hence, by Lemma 7, ¢ = inf;J(u) is a
critical value of J; that is, there exists a critical point u* € X
such that J(u*) = c.

In addition, by (F,), there exists an open set D ¢ R with
Xy € D,o > 0,1 > 0such that

F(x,u) 2nul’, V(x,u) € DxR,ul <o. (36)

Letu, € WOZ’Z(D) N X\ {0} and [uyll, < o; then we have
1
T (sup) = =5 |Juo|” - J F (x, suy) dx
2 R
1
= —5%Juo| - J F(x,su,) dx (37)
2 D

< %52”%"2 -ns’ J |uo|” dx,
D

where 0 < s < 1. Since 1 < v < 2, one has J(su,) < 0, for
s > 0 small enough. Hence, u* #0, J(u") < 0; therefore u™* is
a nontrivial homoclinic solution for problem (1). O

Proof of Theorem 2. Now, by (F;), we have ] isevenand J(0) =
0. In order to apply Lemma 9, we prove that there exists e > 0
such that

y(J)=j (38)

for any j € N. For any j € N, we take j disjoint open sets D;
such that U_,D; ¢ D.Fori = 1,2,...,j,letu; € WOZ’Z(Di) n
X\ {0} with [lu;]| = 1, and

;uj}a

S;={uekE;:|ul=1}.

E; = span {ul,uz, e
(39)



Then, for any u € Ej, there exist A; € R,i = 1,2,..., j such
that

J
u(x) = Zkiui (x). (40)

i=1

Then,
‘Vd l/v J Av Vd l/v
ful, = (|, worax) - (Zl (], e x) ,
(a1

lul* = jR [ (x)* = wu (x)* + a (x) u(x)*] dx

I
g
T

; J [u;'(x)2 - wu;(x)2 +a(x) ui(x)z] dx
i1 D
; (42)
Z/\f. J [u;'(x)2 - wu,{(x)2 +a(x) ui(x)z] dx

R

i=1

J 5 5 J R
DNl = Y A5
i=1 i=1

Since all norms of a finite dimensional norm space are equi-
valent, so there exists a constant d > 0 such that

dlul < ul,, Vu€E,. (43)

Forallu e S ; and sufficient small s > 0, we have

J (su) = l52||u||2 - J F (x,su)dx
2 R

12 02 %
= 2= Y [ F (st () dx

2 i=1 *Di

1 J 44
< 3EWl = YL [ “
i=1 D

Lo 2
< 35 lull® = ns”|lul,

1 1
< Esznunz —n(ds)"lull” < zsz - n(ds)’.

In this case (36) is applicable, since u is continuous on D and
s0 [sA;u;(x)| < 0,Vx € D,i = 1,2,...,j can be true for
sufficiently small s. Therefore, it follows from (44) that there
exist e > 0 and & > 0 such that

J(8u) < -e forues; (45)
Let

Sf:{@u:uesj},

o (46)
Q= {(AI,AZ,...,AJ) eR: YA < 52}.

i=1
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Then, it follows from (45) that
J(u) < —-e Vuce S?, (47)

which together with the fact that J is even C! functional on
X, yields that

Sf cJ ey, (48)

where ] ° and ¥ have been previously introduced in Section
2. On the other hand, it follows from (40) and (42) that there
exists an odd homeomorphism y € C(S?,BQ). By some
properties of the genus (see 3° of Propositions 7.5 and 7.7 in
[11]), we infer

yU) 2y(8}) = J (49)
so the proof of (38) follows. Set
5= jaf sup) ). )

where Z; is defined in Lemma 9. It follows from (50) and
the fact that J is bounded from below in X that we have
—00 < ¢; < —¢ < 0, which implies that, for any j € N, ¢;
is a real negative number. By Lemma 9 and Remark 10, ] has
infinitely many nontrivial critical points, and consequently,
problem (1) possesses infinitely many nontrivial homoclinic
solutions. O
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