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STATIONARY STATES FOR NONLINEAR DIRAC EQUATIONS
WITH SUPERLINEAR NONLINEARITIES

MINBO YANG — YANHENG DING

ABSTRACT. In this paper we consider the nonlinear Dirac equation

3
—i0p = ich » | apOpth — me? B + Gy (x,1)).

k=1

Under suitable superlinear assumptions on the nonlinearities we can obtain
the existence of at least one stationary state for the equation by applying
a generalized linking theorem.

1. Introduction and main results

In this paper we are going to investigate the following nonlinear Dirac equa-

tion

3
(1.1) —ihop) = ich Yy axdkp — me® By + Gy (x, ),
k=1

where x = (21,2, 23) € R3, Oy = 0/0zk, G:R? x C* — R satisfies G(z, e?1)) =
G(x,7) for all € R, 1:R x R? — C* represents the wave function of the state
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of an electron, ¢ denotes the speed of light, m > 0, the mass of the electron, A is
Planck’s constant, oy, as, ag and § are the 4 x 4 complex matrices:

(I 0 (0 oy B
ﬁ—(o I), ak_<(7k 0) (k=1,2,3)

0 1 0 i 1 0
o] = = o3 = .
7 \1 0)’ 27\ o)’ 7 \o 41

Such equations have been widely used to build relativistic models of extended

with

particles in relativistic quantum mechanics (cf. [6], [12]). We are going to look
for stationary solutions of (1.1), i.e. solutions of the form (¢, z) = e*/"z(z).
Then (¢, ) is a solution of (1.1) if and only if z satisfies

3
(1.2) —ichZak{?kz +mc*Bz =G, (x,2) — bz
k=1

For simplicity, we rewrite (1.2) as

3
(D) —iZakakz+a/6’z+wz = F,(z,z2)
k=1

where a > 0 and w € R, various assumptions on F' have been used to model
various types of self-couplings. Existence and multiplicity of stationary solutions
of several models of particle physics have been established. In [2], [3], [7] and
[18] the so-called Soler model (with F' independent of x):

(1.3) F(z) = %H(Ez), H e C*(R,R), H(0)=0 where tu:= (8z,2)cs

was investigated. There if w € (—a,0), by setting » = |x| and some suitable
assumptions on H, the authors obtained by a shooting method the solutions of

(D) of the type
o(r) ( (1))

) cosf
iw(r) sin fet®

In [13], the authors also dealt with more general nonlinearities F'(z) where (1.3)

(1.4) u(x) =

does not hold and the ansatz (1.4) does not apply. The authors show the exis-
tence of one (nontrivial) solution provided F' € C?(C*, R) satisfies various growth
and sign conditions. Variational methods were also used in [11] to study the Soler
model (1.2) with the classical Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz condition

H'(s)-s>0H(s), 6>2, seR.
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In this paper we are going to consider the nonlinearities of the type
1 ~
F(x,z) = —iV(x)zz + H(z,2).

Then the equation (D) reads as
3
(D)y —iZa;ﬁkz—F(V(x) +a)Bz+wz = H,(z,2).
k=1

If the potential is non-periodic (typically, the Coulomb-type potential), in [9]
Y.H. Ding and B. Ruf considered some asymptotically quadratic nonlineari-
ties, and in [10] Y.H. Ding and J.C. Wei treated the super-quadratic subcriti-
cal nonlinearities with asymptotically periodic condition, there the Ambrosetti—
Rabinowitz condition also plays an important role.

In a recent paper [5], T. Bartsch and Y.H. Ding studied the nonlinear Dirac
equations (D)y by critical point theory for strongly indefinite problems. By
assuming V(x) and F(z, z) were periodic in = and some conditions weaker than
the Ambrosetti—-Rabinowitz condition, the authors first established the analytic
setting for the problem and then obtained the existence of stationary solutions.
When F(z,z) was even in z, then (D)y possesses infinitely many geometrically
different solutions. For other results about nonlinear Dirac equation, we refer
readers to [8] and references therein.

The purpose of this paper is to establish the existence results for periodic
Dirac equation without the Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz condition. We make the
following hypothesis:

(Vi) w € (—a,a), V € CYR3 R), V > 0, and V() is 1-periodic in z}, for

k=1,2,3.

(Hy) H.(z,2) is l-periodic in x and there exist p € (2,3), ¢; > 0 such that

|H. (z,2)] < er(1+]2[P7).

(Hy) |H.(x,2)| = o(|2]) as |z| — 0 and H(z,z)/|2|> — oo as |z| — oo uni-

formly in .
(Hs) H.(z,2)-z>2H(x,%) >0, for all z# 0.
(Hq) H.(z,2) - (u+2) <0 for all (z,u) satisfying H,(x,2) -u= H,(z,u) - 2.

Set A := —i Zi=1 a0p + (V(z)4+a)f and L = A+ w. We define the functional

xT
xT

1 1
P(z)==((A+w)z,2)— | H(z,z)==(Lz,z)— | H(x,z).
2 R3 2 R3
The hypotheses on H(x,z) imply that ® € C'(E,R) and a standard argument
shows that critical points of ® are solutions of (D)y. Let K= {ze E:9(z)=

0, z # 0} be the critical set of ® and

C:=inf{®(z): z € K\ {0}}.
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The main result of this paper is the following theorem.

THEOREM 1.1. If assumptions (V1) and (Hy)—(Hy4) are satisfied, then prob-
lem (D)y has at least one least energy solution with C > 0.

It is well known that without Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz condition, such prob-
lems become quite difficult and complex. Ground states for periodic Schrodinger
equation under Nehari type monotone condition have received much attention,
see [15], [16], [25]. For the Dirac equation, because 0 lies in a gap of the spectrum
of Dirac operator o(L), the action functional is strongly indefinite and it is not
easy to obtain the boundedness of the Palais—Smale sequence. Motivated by the
above works, the aim of this paper is to find at least one ground state solution
under (V1) and (Hy)—(Hg). We will first find a special bounded Palais—Smale
sequence for problem (D)y and then prove the existence of the solution by con-
centration compactness arguments. The main idea here lies in an application
of a variant generalized weak linking theorem for strongly indefinite problems
developed by Schechter and Zou [20], see also [23].

2. Variational tools

We will denote by | - |, the usual LP norm for p > 1. Under (V1), (V +a) €
(R3,R), A is a selfadjoint operator in L? = L?(R3,C*). Let o(A), o.(A)
and o.(A) denote, respectively, the spectrum, essential spectrum and continuous

L2

loc

spectrum of the self-adjoint operator A on L2. The following spectrum property
of the operator A is established in [5].

LEMMA 2.1 ([5]). If (V1) holds, then o(A) C R\ (—a,a), 0(A) = o.(4).
It follows that the space L? possesses the orthogonal decomposition:
L’=L &L, u=u +u"

so that A is negative definite (resp. positive definite) in L™ (resp. L™). Let |A|
denote the absolute value, |A|'/? the squared root, and take E = D(|A|'/?). E
is a Hilbert space equipped with the inner product

(u,0) = R(IA[" ?u, |A]/0),

1/2 " E possesses the following decomposition

and the induced norm ||z|| = (z, 2)
E=E" @®EY with E* = EnL?,

orthogonal with respect to both (-, )2 and (-, -) inner products.
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LemMMA 2.2 ([5]). If (V1) holds, then E = H'/? and E embeds continuously
into L4 for q € [2,3] and compactly into L{ . for q € [1,3).

loc

The solutions of equation (D)y will be obtained as critical points of the
functional defined on E:

(21) B(:) = 5011 = I +olelh) = [ H(a2).

The hypotheses on H(x,z) imply that ® € C'(E,R) and a standard argument
shows that critical points of ® are solutions of (D)y. By (V1) and Lemma 2.2,

a— |wl a+ |wl
(2.2) THZWQ < (271 £ wlzt3) < ——IzF|?
and

a—|wl o 2 _oy _ atwl o
(2.3) ——7II° < (7 [)F £wlz \Q)STHZ 1.

Now we can introduce the norm on F
Izlle = (I2l1° + w(|z13 = |27[3))"/2.
Using (2.2)—(2.3) one has

@) wolB <} ana S <z < e
The following abstract critical point theorem plays an important role in proving
our main result.

Let E be a Hilbert space with norm ||-|| and have an orthogonal decomposition
E=N®&N",, N CE is a closed and separable subspace. There exists a norm
|v]y satistying |v],, < ||v]| for all v € N and inducing a topology equivalent to the
weak topology of N on a bounded subset of N. For u = v+w € E = NN+ with
veE N, we Nt we define [u|?, = |v|? + |[w||?. In particular, if (u, = v, +w,)
is | - |-bounded and w, i u, then v, — v weakly in N, w,, — w strongly in
N+, u, — v+ w weakly in E (cf. [20]).

Let E = E- @ Et, 29 € E* with ||z0] = 1. Let N := E~ & Rz and
Ef := N+ =(E~ ®Rz)*. For R >0, let

Q:={u=u"+sz:8>0, u~ € E7, |lu]| <R}.
For 0 < sp < R,we define
B:={u:=sz+w":5>0, wh € Ef, ||sz0 +w" | = s0}.

For ® € CY(E,R), define I' := {h | h:[0,1] x Q — E is | - |,-continuous,
h(0,u) = u, ®(h(s,u)) < ®(u), for all u € Q}. For any (sg,u) € [0, 1] x Q, there
is a | - [,-neighbourhood Uy, v), such that

{u—h(t,u): (t,u) € Ulsyue) N ([0,1] X Q)} C Efin}
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where Ejg, denotes various finite-dimensional subspaces of E, T # () since id € T.
The variant weak linking theorem is:

THEOREM 2.3 [20]. Let {®)\} be a family of C*-functionals of the form
Oy (u) :=I(u) — AJ(u), forall X€l,2].

Assume:
(a) J(u) >0 forallu e E, = P;
(b) I(u) — oo or J(u) — oo as |lul| — oo;
(c) @y is |- |w-upper semicontinuous, ¥ is weakly sequentially continuous
on E. Moreover, ®\ maps bounded sets to bounded sets;
(d) supgg @ <infp @y, for all X € [1,2].

Then for almost all X € [1,2], there exists a sequence {u,} such that

sup [lun | < 00,  ®)\(un) =0, ®r(un) = C;

where

Cy = inf sup @) (h(1,u)) € [inf ®y,sup P].
}LEFUGQ B @

3. Proof of the main results

In order to use Theorem 2.3, we consider

(3.1) 2:(2) 1= 5l I~ A2 + W (2)).

It is easy to see that @) verifies conditions (a), (b) in Theorem 2.3. To see (c),
if 2, Vo, and ®,(2,) > a, then 27 — 2% and 2z, — 2~ in E, going to a
subsequence if necessary, z,(z) — z(z) almost everywhere on R3. Using Fatou’s
lemma, we know ®y(z) > a, this means that ® is | - |,~upper semicontinuous.
@, is weakly sequentially continuous on E. To continue the discussion, we still

need to verify condition (d). Indeed, we have

LEMMA 3.1. Under assumptions (V1) and (Hy)—(Hs), there hold:

(a) There exists p > 0 independent of X € [1,2] such that k := inf ®(S,E™T)
> 0 where S,ET :={z € ET : |z||, = p}.

(b) For fived zo € E* with ||20]|o = 1 and any X € [1,2], there is R > p > 0
such that sup ®5(0Q) < 0 where Q@ = {z =v+sz:v e E~, s >0,
2]l < R}.

PRrROOF. (a) From assumptions (H;), (Hz), we know that, for any € > 0 there
exists C. > 0 such that |H(z, z)| < e|z|? + C:|z|P. Hence, for any z € ET,

1
®x(2) 2 5lI2l15 = AellzlE — CLI=I1E
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The conclusion follows.
(b) Suppose by contradiction that there exists a sequence z, € E~ @& Rtz
such that ®(z,) > 0 for all n and ||z, ||, — 00 as n — 00. Set wy, = zn/||2nllw =

Snzo +w;;, then 1 = ||w,||? = s2 + |Jw;, ||2 and
<I>(zn) 1 H(x,20), 1o
0< = - — ||lw

From (Hj3), we know H(x,z) > 0 and have

lwn 1% < 57 =1 lwy |12,

a2

therefore
1
and — <s, <1.

W, o < —=
Going to a subsequence if necessary, we may assume s, — s > 0, w, — w and
w,, (r) — w™(x) almost everywhere in R3. Hence w = szg + w™(x) # 0 and

therefore |z,| = ||zn||lw|wn| — co. From (Hs) and Fatou’s lemma, we obtain
H(z,zy,) 9
————|wa|" — 00 asn — oo.
B |%nl
This is a contradiction. ]

Applying Theorem 2.3, we obtain the following lemma.
LEMMA 3.2. Under assumptions (V1) and (Hy)—(Hs), for almost every X €

[1,2], there exists a sequence {z,} such that

(3.2) sup |[znllw < 00, ®\(2n) — 0, ®x(z,) — O\ € [/{,sup @},
n Q
asn — oo.

LEMMA 3.3. Under assumptions (V1) and (Hy)—(Hs), for almost every A €
[1,2], there exists a zy such that

P\(22) =0, Px(zx) <sup®.
Q

PROOF. Let {z,} be the sequence obtained in Lemma 3.2, write z,, = 2,7 +z,,
with 2= € E*. Since {z,} is bounded, we have either {z]} is vanishing, i.e.

lim sup/ |z5)? =
n—oo yER3 Bi(y)
or non-vanishing, i.e. there exist r,§ > 0 and a sequence {y, } € Z? such that

lim |25 2 > 6.
n— oo Br(yn)



182 M. YANG — Y. DiNG

If {2;}'} is vanishing, by Lions’ concentration compactness principle [17], we have
that 2,7 — 0 in L*(R?,C*) for all s € (2,3). Since for any € > 0 there exists C.
such that |H,(z, 2)| < e|z| + Cc|z[P~1, by Hélder’s inequality, we know

Hz<xa Zn) ' ZrJLr

‘ ge/ |zn||z:ﬂ+C€/ |zF [Pz =0, asn — oo
R3 R3 R3

therefore

1
Pa(zn) < Sllzn 15 = (@A(zn), 20) + | Ha(w,2n) 27 =0, asn— o0
R3
this contradicts with the fact that C\ > . Hence {z} must be non-vanishing.
Let us define v,, = 2, (- — y»), then

We know

)\ (v,) >0 and Py(v,) — Cy, asn — oo.
Since {v,} is still bounded, we may assume v — 2z, v= — 2. Since v — 27
, Yy n Ao Un A n A

in L2 (R3,C*), we have zy # 0. Moreover,

< ®\(22), o >= lim < ®\(v,),p>=0, forallpe€FE,

n—oo

we know @/ (z)) = 0. Since

1
§Hz(x,z)z — H(x,z) >0, ifz#0,

by Fatou’s lemma, we have

Cy = lim q)k(zn) - 1(‘1)/)\(Zn)7zn>

n—oo 2

1
= lim (2Hz(x,zn)zn - H(a:,zn)>

n—oo J[p3
1
> / <2Hz($7 zx)zn — H(z, Z/\)) = @5 (21),
]RS
we know @ (z)) < C). O

Similar to Lemma 2.2 of [22], we need to establish the following lemma for the
nonlinear function H(z,z). As we know, Lemma 2.2 of [22] plays an important
role in proving the existence of standing waves for Schrodinger equations. Here
we want to establish similar results for Dirac equation without the Nehari type

monotone condition.
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LEMMA 3.4. Under assumptions (Hy)—(Hy). Let s € R,s > 1 and z,u € C*
with w = sz +u # 0. Then

H,(z,z2)- <s<;—1)z+(s—1)u) +H(x,2)— H(z,w—2) <0, forallzcR>

PrOOF. We fix z € R® and z,u € C*. Let s > 1 and ((s) = (s — 1)z + u,
h(s) := H,(z,2) - <s(; —1)z+(s— 1)u> + H(z,z) — H(x,{(s)).

We need to show h(s) < 0 whenever s > 1.

In fact, u = ¢ — (s — 1)z, we know

(3.3) h(s) =H,(x,z) - (s(; — 1),2 +(s=1)(C(s) — (s — 1)z))
+ H(z,z) = H(z,((s))
2 1

- (2 —2>Hz(x7z)-2—;Hz(xaz)'Z+H(mvz)

+ (s = DHz(x, 2) - (((s) + 2) — H(z,((s)).
From the assumption that H(x,z)/|z|?> — oo as |z| — oo uniformly in x, we have

lim h(s) = —oo.

§— 00

Thus h(s) must attain its maximum on [1,00) at some point sy > 1. A direct
computation shows that

’

0 =" (so) = H.(z,2) - ((s0) = Hx(x,((50)) - 2,
then (Hy4) implies that
(3.4) H,(z,2)-(¢(s0) + 2) <0.
From (3.3), by (Ha4) and (3.4), we know h(s) < h(sg) < 0. O
LEMMA 3.5. Let z) # 0 be any critical point of ®, we have
Dy(w—2zy) < Pr(zy) foranyweX:={szx+v:s>1, v € E"}, w#0.

ProoOF. We rewrite ®, as

1 A
D,(2) = 5(Ler,er)Lz + §(Lz7,27)L2 - A . H(z,z).
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Since @ (zx) = 0, for ) € E~, we have

s2 —2s

(3.5) 0=<¢&(2A)7 ZA+<1+s>w>
232—25 82_23(Lz;,z;)L2

5 (Lz;\*‘,zj)Lz—F/\ 5
s2 —2s

M=) 0 = [ ) (S5 - 10)

Therefore, for w = sz) + ¥, by Lemma 3.4 and (3.5), we know
Dy(w—2zx) — Palzn)
= (s = Dt (s = 1)) — (L, 2)ee)
+ 2AE((s = Dz ), (5 = Dag +9)ee — (L2 7522}
er\{ H(z,zy) — H(x,wz)\)}
R3 R3
_ 52 _28(LZ,J\F’Z,4\_)L2 +>\52 ;23

(LT/JN/J)LZ’ + /\(S - 1)(LZA_711Z))L2

{ [ oo~ [ aGw-]

(Lzy , 2y )12

[ > o

+

+
>

RS
225

ooy 4 a [ (o) (55204 - 10)

| >

+H(a:,z,\)—H($,w—z,\))<O. O

By using the above two lemmas, we are able to show the existence of bounded

(PS) sequence.

LEMMA 3.6. Under assumptions (V1) and (Hy)—-(Ha), there exist A, — 1

and sequence {zy, } such that

P (2x,) =0, @5 (21,) <sup®.
Q

Moreover, {zy, } is bounded.
PRrROOF. The existence of {zy, } such that there

P (21,) =0, @y (2x,) <sup®
Q

is the direct consequence of Lemma 3.3. To show the boundedness, we argue
by contradiction, suppose that ||zy, |lo — oo. Since @y, (zy,) > 0, we know

123, o > N2, llo-
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Let vy, := zx,/|l2r, |w. Then ||vjn |2 > 1/2 and vy, () — v(x) almost every-
where in R? after passing to a subsequence. We have either {v;} is vanishing,
ie.

2:0

lim sup/ vy
"0 yeRr3 JB(y,1)

or non-vanishing, i.e. there exist r,§ > 0 and a sequence {y, } € Z? such that

lim v |2 > 6.
- n
" B(yn,r)

If {v;} } is vanishing, Lion’s concentration compactness principle implies v:\z —0

in L™(R3) for r € (2,2*). Therefore assumption (H;) and Lebesgue Dominated
Convergence Theorem imply that [, H(x,T' vjn) — 0 for any T € RT. From
Lemma 3.5, we know that

sup® > @y, (21,) > @y, (T0})
Q
T2 T2
= —|vf 2 = A H(z,Tvi)>— -2 H(z, Tvi ) — —,
2 R3 " 4 R3 " 4
we arrive at a contradiction if T is large enough. Hence non-vanishing must
hold. The invariance of @, under translation implies the sequence {y,} can be
selected to be bounded. Then vf — vT in L (R?) with v* # 0 and therefore

|za, (z)| — oo. It follows again from (Hj) and Fatou’s lemma that
H
Hlw,2,) Z’;”) lo, |2 — 00, asn — oo

B |2

and therefore

(2,) Lofe (1 -2 / H(x,2,) 2)
< = = —||oy |15 = A zllvy |5+ ——F="=|va, — —00,
BN G Sy e

as n — 00, a contradiction. Thus we have the conclusion. O

COROLLARY 3.7. If{zy, } is the sequence obtained in Lemma 3.6, then it is
also a (PS) sequence for ® satisfying

lim ®'(zy,) =0, lim ®(z),) <sup®.

n—oo n—oo
Q

PROOF. Since z,, is bounded, from

1
lim ®(zy,) = lim (¢A,L<zx7l>+<xn—1>(||z; - H(x,an)))
n— 00 n—00 2 n R3

and

lim (' (21, ), ) — lim <<1>;,1<ZA,L>,w>+<An—1>(<zkn,¢-> _

n—oo n—oo

H, (l‘, ZX,L) : ‘P)
RS

uniformly in |||, < 1, we obtain the conclusions. O
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PROOF OF THEOREM 1.1. Since {z,} is bounded, we have either {z;} is
vanishing, i.e.

lim sup/ lzf =0
"0 yeRrs JB(y,1)

or non-vanishing, i.e. there exist r,§ > 0 and a sequence y,, € Z> such that

lim BN > > 4.
n—oo B(y/’L )T)

If {2, } is vanishing, then by Lion’s concentration compactness principle again,
we have that z), — 0in L*(R3) for 2 < s < 3. However, for any € > 0 there exists
C. such that |H (z, z)| < e[z]4Cc|z[P~". From the fact that (®} (z,), z;'n> =0
and Holder’s inequality, we know

(3.6) Iz II2 =X /Rs H.(z,2,) 2

<e [l i+ 0 [ P < el I + e
R3 R3
Similarly, we have
3.7) 25, 15 < ellzx, I3 + Clllzy, N2
From (3.6) and (3.7), we have

i + Cé”Z)\n ||€)'

2, 112 < ellza,

Which means ||z, ||, > ¢ for some constant ¢, hence the vanishing case does not
hold. Let us now define vy, = z),(- — yn), then

)
/ o Pdx > -.
B(r0) " 2

® and @’ are both invariant by translation, we know
®'(vy,) — 0, asn — oo.

Since {vy, } is also bounded, we may assume vy, — v. Since vy, — vin L (R?),
we have v # 0 and ®’(v) = 0.
Let K :={u € E: ®(u) =0, u# 0} be the critical set of ® and

C:=inf{®(z): z € K\ {0}}.

For any critical point z of ®j,

1

Dy (z) = Pr(2) 2((I>’)\(z),z> = /]RS (;Hz(a:,z) cz— H(x,z)) >0, ifz#0.

Therefore Cy > 0. We prove that C > 0 and there is z € K satisfying ®(z) =
C. Let zj € K\ {0} be such that ®(z;) — C. Then, similar to the proof of
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Lemma 3.6 {z;} is bounded, and by the concentration compactness principle
discussion above z; — z € K\ {0}. Then

~

C = lim ®(z;) = lim (;Hz(x,zj) 2 — H(I’,Zj))

J—00 J—00 R3

> /R <;Hz(x,z) o H(x,z)) —0(z)>C

that is, ®(z) = C and C > 0 because z # 0. O
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