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Abstract. Let h be a three times partially differentiable function on R”, let X = (X1,..., X;;) be a collection of real-valued
random variables and let Z = (Zy, ..., Z;;) be a multivariate Gaussian vector. In this article, we develop Stein’s method to give
error bounds on the difference EA(X) — EA(Z) in cases where the coordinates of X are not necessarily independent, focusing on
the high dimensional case n — co. In order to express the dependency structure we use Stein couplings, which allows for a broad
range of applications, such as classic occupancy, local dependence, Curie—Weiss model, etc. We will also give applications to the
Sherrington—Kirkpatrick model and last passage percolation on thin rectangles.

Résumé. Soit 4 une fonction réelle sur R” dont les dérivées partielles d’ordre trois existent, soit X = (X1, ..., X) un vecteur
de variables aléatoire réelles et soit Z = (Z1, ..., Z,) un vecteur aléatoire Gaussien. Dans cet article, nous établissons par la
méthode de Stein une majoration de la différence Ei(X) — Eh(Z) dans le cas ou les coordonnées de X ne sont pas nécessairement
indépendantes; nous nous concentrons sur le cas de la grande dimension n — oo. Pour exprimer la structure de dépendance, nous
utilisons des couplages de Stein, ce qui permet une large gamme d’applications, par exemple aux modeles d’urnes, au modeles avec
dépendance locale, au modele de Curie—Weiss, etc. Nous présentons aussi des applications au modele de Sherrington—Kirkpatrick
et a la percolation de dernier passage dans des rectangles étroits.
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1. Introduction

Let X and Z be random vectors in R"” and let 2:R" — R be a function of interest. A fundamental problem in
probability theory is to obtain bounds on the quantity

) (1.1

that is, to estimate the error when we replace X in EA(X) by Z. If the error in (1.1) is small irrespective of the detailed
properties of X and Z then we will attribute to the function s a certain degree of universality, which means that the
expected value only depends on certain basic characteristics of X and Z, such as the first few moments.

Of particular interest is the case where Z is a Gaussian vector having the same (or a similar) covariance structure
as X, and probably the most prominent occurrence of such universality is the central limit theorem. If X is a random
vector, such that the X; are independent of each other, centred and scaled such that ) ; VarX; =1, and Z is a centred
Gaussian vector with uncorrelated coordinates having the same variances as those of X, then it is well known that
(1.1) is small for functions of the form

|Eh(X) —Eh(Z)

hy=g( D xi ) (1.2)

i=1
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where g:R — R is not too irregular. A common heuristic says that the central limit theorem will also hold if inde-
pendence is replaced by some form of “weak” dependence, and, furthermore, it can be expected that in many cases
(1.1) will be small for more general functions than (1.2). Thus, in terms of dropping independence and considering
more general functions than (1.2), universality often can be observed beyond the standard setting of the central limit
theorem.

Even if the vector X is such that ) ; X; does not satisfy the central limit theorem, we can consider (1.1) for
functions more general than (1.2). Let, for example, & be the number of balls that end up in the ith urn, when
a fixed number of balls m is distributed independently among n urns. Clearly, >, & = m, respectively, ), X; =
0 if the X; are the centered and properly scaled &;. Although these sums do not satisfy a central limit theorem,
it is nevertheless possible to give informative bounds on (1.1). Dembo and Rinott [11] and Chen and Réllin [10]
considered, for example, functions of the form i (x) = g(3_; ¢(x;)) for fixed functions g and ¢, where ¢ is non-linear.
For other, non-trivial choices of & we refer to Sections 4.1 and 4.2.

Over the last decades, Stein’s method has proved to be a very robust method to obtain explicit bounds for univariate
and multivariate distributional approximations in cases where X exhibits non-trivial dependencies which are not of
martingale type, but more combinatorial in flavour. Although Stein’s method for the multivariate normal distribution
has been successfully implemented in many places (see Meckes [18] and Reinert and Rollin [21] and references
therein), the dependence on the dimension of the results obtained so far may give the impression that the method
is not suitable if the dimension grows linearly with the size of the problem. Indeed, this high-dimensional case has
remained untackled until now. The purpose of this article is to close this gap.

It is important to note at this point that the type of bounds that we will obtain will generally not imply that the
marginal distributions of the individual coordinates will converge to a normal distribution. That is, the aim is not to
prove convergence to a multivariate normal distribution. In the already mentioned example of classic occupancy, if
the number of balls and urns are of the same order, then &; will converge to a Poisson distribution with mean being
equal to the limiting ratio limm /n. Bounds on (1.1) will only be informative if they are smaller than the fluctuation
of h(X), that is, if the bounds are smaller than E|A(X)| (assuming here without loss of generality that Ek(Z) = 0),
which is an obvious upper bound on (1.1). The bounds that we obtain for functions / that concentrate only on a few
coordinates will typically have the same order as E|/4(X)| and hence will not — and often cannot — be informative.

The remainder of the article is organised as follows. In the next section we will first discuss the key tools used in
this article, in particular the fundamental idea of using interpolation to estimate (1.1), the Gaussian integration by parts
formula and multivariate Stein couplings, leading to our main result, Lemma 2.1. In Section 3 we will then give some
abstract and more concrete examples of Stein couplings, ranging from the independent case to more sophisticated
dependencies. In Section 4 we will discuss various applications.

2. The key lemma

An old idea to compare two quantities of interest is to find an interpolating sequence between them and to estimate the
error “along the way” of the interpolation using the derivatives of & (paraphrasing Talagrand [29] on “Gaussian inter-
polation and the smart path method”). One of the earliest encounters of this idea is Lindeberg’s method of telescoping
sums. Define the interpolating sequence

Y(i):(X],...,X[,Zj.l,_l,...,Zn), (2.1)
and write
Eh(X) —Eh(Z) =Y E{n(Y(@)—h(Y( - D)}: (22

i=1

one can now bound the right-hand side of (2.2) using Taylor expansion; this idea has been successfully implemented by
Rotar’ [24], Chatterjee [7], Mossel et al. [19] and Tao and Vu [30] and surely by other authors. One of the important
consequences of this approach is apparent when we look at (2.1): it forces us to treat the coordinates of X in an
ordered way. If the components of X are independent or, more generally, a martingale difference sequence, then this
is of course desirable, and, indeed, quite a few central limit theorems for martingales are based upon (2.2) (see e.g.
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Bolthausen [4], Grama [15] and Rinott and Rotar’ [22]). And even if no such structure is apparent in the problem, one
can sometimes arrange X such that it will be close enough to a martingale difference sequence.

This approach, however, is not entirely satisfying. Often the martingale structure is “artificial” and one would like
to make use of a more natural dependence structure in X, instead (rates of convergences being another reason to avoid
martingales). And in some cases, one may have difficulties to linearise the problem at all.

A key difference in Stein’s method is to chose an interpolating sequence that, in contrast to Lindeberg’s telescoping
sum, treats the components of X symmetrically. Note that (2.1) essentially interpolates “along the coordinate axes”
and the order of the axes determines the linearisation of the problem. Instead, we will interpolate between X and Z
in a way that will linearly interpolate between the matrices X X’ and ZZ'. This approach is well-known as Gaussian
interpolation and independently developed by Slepian [25] and Stein [26], although the technique used by Stein looks
very much different from what is commonly referred to as Gaussian interpolation (the interpolation is “hidden” in the
solution to the so-called Stein equation).

Gaussian interpolation has become popular in many areas; Talagrand [29] gives a good account of the key idea, in
particular in the context of statistical mechanics (where Gaussian interpolation is referred to as smart path method).
The method is a key ingredient in the rigorous proof of the Parisi formula by Talagrand [28]. It is also an important tool
to prove universality in the bulk of eigenvalues for Wigner random matrices with matrix entries following so-called
Gaussian divisible distributions. The generalisation from these special distributions to the general case, however, uses
Lindeberg’s idea of telescoping sums; see Johansson [17] and Erdds et al. [13].

Now, assume that X and Z are independent and define the interpolating sequence Y, = /1 X + /1 —1Z, 0 <
t < 1. Note that, if EX =EZ =0, then EY; = 0 and, if Cov(X) = Cov(Z), then Cov(Y;) = Cov(X) for all ¢t (which
may serve as an explanation why this particular Y; is a good choice). With 4; being the partial derivative in the ith
coordinate, we can write

1
Eh(X) — Eh(Z) :/ O mny)dr
o Ot

1! 1 1
:5/0 E{_tZi:xihi(Y,)—ﬁXi:zihi(yt)}dt (2.3)

(differentiation in (2.3) corresponds to taking differences in (2.2) and integration replaces summation, but this is
only a technical difference). One can easily see that, on the right-hand side of (2.3), the coordinates are treated
symmetrically. The result obtained by Slepian [25] (known as Slepian’s Lemma) is valid under the assumption that X
and Z are centred Gaussian vectors having a different covariance structure. In this case, the Gaussian integration by
parts formula

E{Zihi(Z)} = Cov(Zi, Zj)Ehi;(Z) (2.4)
j=1

can be used to estimate the error on the right-hand side of (2.3) in terms of the covariances. Stein [26], on the other
hand, considered the univariate case, but where X is not Gaussian. Although (2.4) can still be used for Z, it needs to
be replaced by an approximate version of (2.4) for X.

In order to formalise this approximate version of the Gaussian integration by parts formula, we will make use of a
multivariate generalisation of Stein couplings, which were introduced by Chen and Réllin [10] in the univariate case,
and then give more concrete constructions later on. Throughout this article summations will always range from 1 to n
unless otherwise stated.

Definition 2.1. Let (X, X', G) be a triple of n-dimensional random vectors. We say that the triple is a Stein coupling
if, for any smooth enough function f:R" — R, we have

EY Xifi(X)=E)_ Gi(fi(X') - f:(X)) 2.5)

whenever the involved expectations exist.
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Remark 2.2. If (X, X', G) is a Stein coupling, it follows from the definition that
EX; =0, E(G;D;+ G;D;) =2Cov(X;, X;) (2.6)

forall i and j, where we let D = X' — X throughout this article (apply (2.5) to the functions f(x) = x; and f(x) =
x;xj, respectively). If (2.5) is replaced by the stronger condition that

E{X; fi(X)} =E{G;(fi(X') — fi(X))} 2.7
forall i, then

E(G;D;) =E(G;D;) = Cov(X;, X,) (2.8)
foralliand j.

Equation (2.5) is the key condition to obtain an approximate Gaussian integration by parts formula: if X and X’
are close to each other, then the difference on the right-hand side of (2.5) can be approximated by the corresponding
derivatives, leading to a formula similar to (2.4). Hence, it is crucial that X' is only a small perturbation of X.

The following result, although not difficult to prove, is crucial for our approach. On one hand, it measures how
closely X satisfies the Gaussian integration by parts formula and, on the other hand, also compares the covariances
of X and Z (which in this article we will mostly assume to be the same). To make things more transparent, we keep
everything explicit in terms of the function #, instead of using the usual approach via Stein equation and its solution.

Unless otherwise stated, we will assume throughout this article that

EX =0, Var X; = o?, EIX;|® =t < o0, T=supt. (2.9)

1

We will denote by X' = (o) 1<, j<n the covariance matrix of X, where 0;; =IE(X; X ), and we have 0;; = ai2.

Lemma 2.1. Ler (X, X', G) be a Stein coupling. Let X" and D be n-dimensional random vectors and let S be a
random n x n matrix. Define D = X' — X and D' = X" — X. Assume that, for all k and [,

E(GyDi|X) = E(GiDy|X), E(Sk|X) = ox. (2.10)

Let Z ~ MVN,, (0, X) be independent of the previous random vectors. Then, for any three times partially differentiable
function h,

1 1 1 1 1
Eh(X)—Eh(Z):—/ ]ERl(t)dt——/ / t'2ER, (¢, 5) ds dt
2 Jo 2Jo Jo

1 1 1 1
+—f / / stV 2 ER5(t, sr) dr ds dt, (2.11)
2Jo Jo Jo

where

R\(t) = (GyDi — Si)hu(ViX" +V1=1Z),
k.l

Ry(t,u) = Z (G Dy — Sk1) Dl hiim (VtX +uvtD' +1-12),

k,,m
Rs(t,u) =) GkDiDyhiam (VX +uv/iD + V1 -1Z),
k,,m

provided that ER; (+) exists for i = 1,2, 3. In particular,

1 1 1
|Er(X) — Eh(Z)| < = sup|ER ()| + = sup|ERx (2, 5)| + — sup|ERs (2, )|
2 t 3 t,s 6 t,s
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It seems rather difficult at this point to convey the purpose of all the random vectors appearing in the lemma.

Probably the best way to get an intuition for such couplings is to go through the different applications given later
on; we also refer to Chen and Rollin [10] for the univariate case, where further examples are discussed. We note that
finding the appropriate random vectors will usually require some trial and error.

Remark 2.3. Let us make a few comments at this point.

1.

We will use the following simple fact in the applications. If (X, X', G) is a Stein coupling satisfying the stronger
condition (2.7) and if there is a o-algebra F' D o (X" such that

E(GkDi|F") =E(SulF"). (2.12)

then ER (¢) =0. ~
Except for the case of local dependence in Section 3.5, we will choose D = D.
The result can be easily extended to include other error terms from the proof of the lemma under weaker conditions.

We will use the following extension later on. If (X, X', G) is not a Stein coupling, then one can include a measure
of how close (2.5) is satisfied; with

Ro(t) =Y | Xahi(VIX +VT=1Z) = Gihi (VX' + V1 =12)

k

+ Gehi(ViIX +V1—=12)},

an additional % fol %ERO (t) dt appears on the right-hand side of (2.11).

If (X, X', G) is not a Stein coupling, the identities (2.6) and (2.8) are no longer valid and need to be replaced by
corresponding approximate versions.

Note that the difference |Gy Dl — Ski| in Ry(t, u) can usually be estimated by |G 5[| + | Ski| without changing the
rates of convergence. This is not the case for R|(t), where more care is required.

Proof of Lemma 2.1. Define the interpolating sequence ¥; = +/tX ++/1 —tZ, 0 <t < 1. Starting from (2.3), and
using (2.4) and (2.5), we obtain

1
Eh(X) — Eh(Z) :/ O mny)dr
o Ot
_l/lE{ZLX h (Y)—Z—l Zih (Y)}dt
=5 A \/Z kML - m kXL

‘/{Z—ﬂmk hmm—wamﬂM 2.13)
k.l

where Y/ = J1X' + /1 —tZ. Let us recall the definition of R;(¢) and introduce two additional error terms:

Ri(t) =) (G Dy — Su)hu (Y)),

Kl
R4(t) := Z(Skl — o) hi (Yy), R5(t) := ZGk(Dl — Dp)hi(Yy),
I, k.l

where Y/ =/t X" + /1 —1tZ. Applying

1
hk(Y;/)—hk(Yt)=/O «/;ZDlhkl(Yt-i-S\/;D)dS
]
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to (2.13), and adding and subtracting the terms from Rj(¢), R4(¢t) and R5(¢) yields

Eh(X) — Eh(Z)

/ {/ > " GiDihy (Y, +sv/1D) ds—Zszhkz(Yt)}

0 %1 k.l

= —/0 E{Ri(1) + Ra(t) + Rs(n)} dr
1! ~
+ 5/0 E{;(Gsz = Se) (A (Yy) — hkl(Yl"))} dr

1l
+%/0 /0 E{ZGsz(hkz(YersﬁD)—h,d(yt))}dsdt.
k.l

Note that, under (2.10), ER4(¢) = ER5(t) = 0. Taylor expansion in the last two lines yields the final result; we refer
to Chen and Rollin [10] for a more detailed exposition of the proof in the univariate case. O

We now derive general norm bounds from Lemma 2.1, along the lines of Rai¢ [20], Chatterjee and Meckes [8] and
Meckes [18]. Let || - || be a norm on R” and let ||| - ||| be a norm on R"*”", the space of n x n matrices. Define the
following measures of smoothness of 4. For k > 1, let

n . ,®

u.
_ i ik .
M) =80 S e 2 T
xRy u®ern; T
and for k > 2 define
3 k
M(h) sup sup sup ; A,l,zu()-~-u§k) h (x)
(h) = ilveni
xR AR 1O M eRr ;T AN ® - [l

(if k = 2, the third supremum in the definition of Mk (h) is just ignored). We then have the following straitforward
result.

Lemma 2.2. Under the assumptions of Lemma 2.1, let F’ be a o -algebrawitho (X") C F". Then, forall0 <t,s <1,

},

[ER>(1, )] = MWE{(|GD ]| + s |2}

|ER (1) < Mo(WE[||E(GD' — S|F")

|ER3(t, 5)| < M3(WE{IGII|D|*}.

It is clear from this lemma that the optimal choice of the norms || - || and ||| - ||| very much depends on the involved
random vectors and how they are coupled. This, in turn, determines which functions % are considered smooth enough
to yield informative bounds.

Let us fix some notation before we proceed. We denote by || - ||oo the supremum norm of functions. For k > 1 and
a k-times partially differentiable function f:R" — R, we let

Ifle= " sup  [fii ixlloo-

I<ij<-<ix=n

For functions g : R — R we will use the notation ||g’||so, [|€” |lccs - - - » instead of the equivalent |g|{, |g]2, ... .
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The couplings we construct in this article are such that the random vectors and matrices in Lemma 2.2 are small
with respect to the L{-norms

n n
luli = "luil and [JAJl;= ) |A4l.
i=1

i,j=1
It is not difficult to see that with respect to these norms we have
Mi(h) = Mi(h) = |l

For this reason, we will directly formulate our results in terms of | .

Note that this is in contrast to the results for multivariate normal approximation of Chatterjee and Meckes [8] and
Reinert and Rollin [21]. There, the vectors and matrices are typically closer in Lj than in L. Meckes [18] showed that
in this case | - | is too strong to measure the smoothness of %, resulting in suboptimal dependence on the dimension.

Using instead My (h) and Mk(h) with respect to the Lp-norms, Meckes [18] showed that the dependence on the
dimension can be substantially reduced.

Remark 2.4. One may be interested in comparing the distributions of f(X) and f(Z) for some specific function
f:R" — R. To this end, choose h(x) = g(f (x)) for g:R — R. Then, if (1.1) is small for all three times differentiable
functions g, then we can conclude that f(X) and f(Z) are close in distribution. We record the useful estimates

<Iflilg e, T <1fl)e o+ 1R e ] o
Ity < 1f13]| g | o + 31117128 | o + 113 18" ] -

Remark 2.5. A particular function of interest is
m
fx)=log) " by
p=1

for functions yP):R" — R, 1 < p < m. Define y; = sup,, |yP)|x; it is straightforward to check that

Ifh<Bri,  Ifh<Br+2B8%vi,  |fl3<Brs+6B2 v +68°Y).

3. Couplings

Many of the Stein couplings discussed by Chen and Rollin [10] can be adapted to the multivariate case: exchangeable
pairs, size-biasing, local dependence, etc. Instead of generalising all of them here (which will be done elsewhere with
emphasis on multivariate normal approximation for fixed dimension) we only go through a few of them explicitly and
instead present some other couplings not discussed by Chen and Réllin [10].

3.1. A theoretical result

One may wonder if, given a pair (X, X’) with EX = 0, there exists a G to make the triple (X, X’, G) a Stein coupling.
This question has been answered by Chen and Rollin [10] for the univariate case, but the construction given there can
also be used in the multivariate setting. Let F = o (X) be the o-algebra induced by X and let 7' = o (X’). Define
formally the sequence

G =—-X+E(X|F) —E(E(X|F)|F) +EEEXIF)F)F)—---.

If the sequence converges absolutely in each coordinate, then this will make (X, X’, G) a Stein coupling. Indeed,
E(G|F)=—X and E(G|F’) = 0 so that (2.5) is satisfied.
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To motivate the choice of G used in the next few settings, consider the case where the coordinates of X are
independent. Let I be uniformly distributed on {1, ..., n}, independent of all else. Define the vector X by

X = (1 = 8) Xx,

where §;; is the Dirac delta function. Let X "= X that is, X’ is the vector where we have set a randomly chosen
coordinate to 0. Denote by e; the unit vector in direction i. Using independence of the coordinates,

E(X|F)=E(XD +e;X;1XD)=xD

and
E(X’|f)=12x“’>= -
n < n)
Hence,
) 1 1., 1\? 1\?_,
G=-X+X—(1-—)x+(1-=)x=(1-=) x+(1--) X'+
n n n n
1 1\?
=—eXr—(1—=)es X —(1——) e; X —---=—ne;X;y.
n n

3.2. Independent coordinates

In order to illustrate the method in a simple setting, we start with independent coordinates using (X, X', G) derived
in the previous section.

Theorem 3.1. Let X be as in (2.9) and assume the coordinates of X are independent. If Z is a vector of independent
centred Gaussian random variables with the same variances as X, then

5
|ER(X) — ER(Z)| < < > 2 lhiiilloo-
i

Proof. Let G; = —n8;;X; and X' = X" = XD, hence D; = D] = —8;;X;. Let D = D and S;; = no?8;;8;;. It is
easy to see that (X, X', G) is a Stein coupling satisfying the stronger condition (2.7), that (2.10) is satisfied and that
(2.12) holds with F”" = o (X", I); hence ER|(t) = 0. The following estimates are immediate:

[Ra())| <Y i loo (07 BIXi | + BIXi ) <2 hiiillooEI X1,

1 1

[R3(1)] < Y i oo EI X1
i

Lemma 2.1 concludes the theorem. ([

Using Lindeberg’s telescoping sum and Taylor expansion, and noting that the first two moments of X and Z match,
one easily obtains
|Eh(X) — Eh(Z)|
(I+/8/m)
——— 2% Mhiiiloo.
i

1
=z Z(E|X,-|3 +EIZi*) hiiilloo <
1

Not surprisingly, the constants obtained via Stein’s method are larger for the case of independent random variables.
However, applications with dependencies is the main purpose of using Stein’s method.
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3.3. Weak dependence

A simple way to measure how much a single coordinate X; is influenced by the other coordinates is to look at the
fluctuation of the conditional mean and variance of X;. To this end, let X be as in (2.9) and define X @ as in Section 3.1.
Furthermore, let

wi (X =E(X;1x?), o (XD) = Var(X;|x?).
Then we have the following.

Theorem 3.2. Let X be as in (2.9) and let Z ~ MVN,, (0, X). Then

. 1 , ,
[EA(X) —Eh(Z)| < llhillooE|mi (X )] + 5 > lhiilloo (B (XD)? + Elo? (X D) - 02))
i i

5
+ Eernhmnoo.
13

Proof. Define G, X’, X”, S as in the proof of Theorem 3.1; the error terms R, and R3 can be bounded in the same
way. As (X, X', G) is not necessarily a Stein coupling, we need the additional error term

ERo(t) =B X;hi(vViX® + V1—1Z) EZM (XN (VixXD +V1-12)
i

(see Remark 2.3). Furthermore,

ERl(t)_EZ (X7 —0)hii (VXD + /1 -12)
_EZ — i (X)) =62 — i (XO) )y (ViXD + VT —12).

This easily leads to the final bound. ]

Note that if the X; are independent, Theorem 3.2 reduces to Theorem 3.1. Gotze and Tikhomirov [14] assumed that
wi(X") = 0 almost surely to obtain convergence rates to the semi-circular law in random matrix theory under such
dependence.

3.4. Constant sum and symmetry

Recall the classic occupancy problem from the Introduction. The sum of the vector that describes the number of
balls in each urn is equal to the total number of balls and hence, itself, does not satisfy a central limit theorem. This
motivates us to consider general centered vectors X that satisfy

> Xi=0 (3.1)

almost surely.

To apply our method, we will need to make more assumptions. A random vector X = (X1, ..., X,,) is called
exchangeable if its distribution is invariant under permutation of the coordinates. Note that (3.1) implies ) ;0ij =0
for each i, and combined with exchangeability, we therefore have

2
9]

o= -7 (3.2)

foralli # j.
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Theorem 3.3. Let X be an exchangeable random vector satisfying (2.9) and let Z ~ MVN,(0, X). Then

1/2
|ER(X) — ER(Z)| < |h|2[Var<Z X2>] +16|h|3n7;. (3.3)

Remark 3.1. Note that the theorem can also be applied if X is not exchangeable, but h symmetric instead, that is
if h(x) remains the same under any permutation of the coordinates. In that case, Theorem 3.3 can be applied to the
randomly permuted X . Note that 1'13 is then replaced by n™! > ri3 for the final result.

Proof of Theorem 3.3. For x € R", let x*k € R" be the vector obtained by interchanging the ith and kth coordinate
of x (if i = k then x¥ = x). Note that due to exchangeability,

E{o(X)hi (X™*)} = E{o(X0)hi(X)} (34
for any function ¢ for which the expectations exist. Furthermore, for (i, j, k,1) € [n]* with

i=k < j=I, (3.5)

denote by x“/* a permutation of x such that

E{o(X;, XDhi(X)} = E{o(Xi, X hu (X)) 3.6)

for all functions ¢ for which the expectations exist. Note that this permutation can be defined independently of x and
h: if X is exchangeable, keep [n] \ {i, j, k, [} fixed, map j +— i and [/ — k and map the remaining numbers among
each other in any arbitrary, but fixed way. Let (I, J, K, L) be distributed on [n]4, such that (I, J, K, L) is uniform on
[n]3 and, given (I, J, K), L is uniform on [n] \ {J}if [ # K,and J = L if ] = K; hence, (I, J, K, L) satisfies (3.5).
Define

x'=x'% x".=x"KL
and
Gy = —ndyy Xg, Dy = Dy, Skt = n*8k181k ous
note that
Dy =611(Xk — X1) + 1k (X1 — Xk), D)= Z Sim (X — X1).

me{l,J,K,L}

Fix t and let, for notational convenience, f.(x) = Eh.(J/tx + «/1 —tZ), where - stands for i, i j or ijk. Clearly,
E{Gy fr(X)} = E{Xk fr (X)}. Using exchangeability of X, we can use (3.4) to obtain

EY Gife(X') = —nE{X, f1(X'%)} = —nE{Xk f1(X)}

1
=—-E) Xtfi(X)=0.
oK
Hence, (X, X', G) is a Stein coupling. Now,
ERi(1) =E (Su — Gk Di) fu(X")
k,l

= EZ[HZSM&KGM + 8kn X (811 (Xk — X1) + 81k (X1 — X)) ] fur(X”)
k1

= nz]EO'IKfIK(XN) +nEX;(Xx — X)) f11(X") +nEX; (X1 — Xk) fix (X").
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Using exchangeability and (3.2),

n*Eloik fix (X")} =n’ElosL fix (X))}

1 1
Z—EZUjjfii(X)+ ( _1)E Z Ujlﬁk(X)
no i i, j ki
—olEquoo 1 ().
i ki

Furthermore, using (3.1) and (3.6),
nE{X;(Xg — Xp) fr1(X")} =nE{X; (XL — X)) f1:(X)}

1
= n—2EZXj(X1 - X;) fii(X)

i,j,l
1
== E)_ XD fuX)
j i
and

nE{X;(X; — Xx) fix (X")}
=nE{X,(X; — X1) fix(X)}

1

= -DE Do XX = X)) fir(X)

i,j.k#i,l#]

:n—E D XX = ————E 3 XX fu(X)

(n)

i,j,k#i i,j,k#i,l#]
—EZXZZﬁk( ) - EZX X1 ) fir(X)
J i, ki Jl#j i, ki
2 2
= —EZX > fr(X)+ ey 1)E2X D firX)
j i,k#i i,k#i
X5 X
n(n =5 EY X7 ) fu(X),
j i,k#i
where for the last equality we used that n(n 5= Ll — % Hence,
2
o801 = ] (3245 ) Z w0

' %M(;x;_mf) Xi:ﬁ(X)H
< 2|h|2[Var<lZXi2>]l/2.
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This gives the first part of the result. Now,

ERy(t,u) =FE Z (St — Gk D) D}, frum (X +uD')

k,l,m
=n’E Z 0’1[(()(;,/1 —Xm)fIKm(X—l—uD/)
me({l,J,K,L}
—nE > X1 (X; = X1)(Xy, = X)) f1im (X +uD')
le{l,K},me{l,J,K L}
hence
[ERy(t,u)| <8lhl3ti Y _loij| + 32lhlsnt} <8|hlsrino} + 32|hl3nt;.
ij

Similarly,

ER3(t,u) = Y GxDiDyhxim(X +uD)
k,,m

=nE Y Xi(X] = X))(X, = Xp)hwim(X +uD),
le{l,K},me{l,K}

hence

|ERs(t, u)| < 16]h|3nt].

3.5. Local dependence

Stein couplings to handle local dependence has already been discussed by Chen and Réllin [10], based on similar
decompositions that appeared in many other places; we refer to the more detailed discussion in Chen and Réllin [10].
In particular, multivariate normal approximation for sums of locally dependent random vectors was considered by

Rinott and Rotar’ [23] and Raic [20].

Let X =(Xq,...,X,) be as in (2.9). Assume that, for each i € [n] := {1, ..., n}, there is a subset A; C [n] such
that X A¢ and X; are independent. Assume further that for each i € [n] and j C A; there is a subset B;; C [n] such that
A; C Bjj and X B, is independent of (X;, X ;). Central limit theorems for sums of random variables satisfying this

refined version of local dependence were analyzed in detail by Barbour et al. [2].

Theorem 3.4. Let X as above. Let Z ~ MVN,, (0, X). Then, for any three times partially differentiable function h,

1
[BRC) —ERZ)| < 23 Y > (10 [EIXl +EIX:X Xkl i lloo
i jEA; keB;;

1 5_
+ 220 D EIXX Xl lhijelloe < ZEmnlhls,
i j,kEAl'

where 1 =sup; 3 i, | Bijl-

Proof. Let I be uniform on [n] and, given I, let J be uniform on A;. Define the vectors X', X”, G and D and the

matrix S as
G = =8k nXg, X =1k ¢ A[) X, X =1k ¢ B1j1Xk,
Skt =n|AqlSkr18150k, Di=—|A16ks Xk
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Note that X’ is independent of G, which makes (X, X', G) a Stein coupling satisfying the stronger condition (2.7),
similarly as for the independent case. Furthermore, with 7’ = o (X", I), (2.12) holds and therefore ER|(z) = 0. The
final bound follows now easily from Lemma 2.1. (]

As we can see from the case of the CLT, where h(x) = g(zi X;), the typical scaling of X is such that 3= n32,
With this scaling, a “typical” function /# will have the property that E|4(X)| < 1, whereas the bound of Theorem 3.4
is of order O(n—1/2).

Note that an m-dependent sequence is a special case of local dependence: we have |A;| = 1+42m and B;; < 1+ 3m.
However, the crucial aspect here is that the exact structure of the dependence is only important in terms of the size of
A; and B;j. Any graph with maximal degree m that describes the dependence structure of X (that is, two subsets of
vertices are independent if there is no edge between them) will have the upper bounds |A;| < 1+4+m and | B;;| < 142m.
In that case,

n<2(m+1)>% (3.7)

4. Applications

In this section, we present two different types of applications. First, we consider concrete functions /, for which
we determine under what kind of dependencies (1.1) is small. If we can control the first three derivatives of 4, then
we can analyse the universality of the given & with respect to dependence, for example for the different settings of
the previous section. The first two applications below are of this type. We analyse universality with respect to local
dependence only, but it is clear that many of the other settings can be used instead. In the case of local dependence, we
are interested in how big the “neighbourhoods” A; and B;; are allowed to become while keeping the bounds on (1.1)
small enough. We use 1 from Theorem 3.4 as a simple measure of neighbourhood size, and hence dependence. These
applications are closely related to Chatterjee [6]. Whereas in the first application of the SK-model the dependence
enters in a straightforward way, in the second application of last passage percolation on thin rectangles, an certain
optimisation step has to be recalculated, including the measure of dependence 7.

As a second type of application, we can consider more concrete vectors X, for which we want to show that (1.1)
is small for a large class of functions 4. In this situation, the structure of the dependence of X will either fit into one
of the abstract settings of the previous section (this is the case for classic occupancy), or else, one has to construct a
Stein coupling from scratch; the latter is the case for the Curie—Weiss model.

4.1. Environment with dependencies in the Sherrington—Kirkpatrick spin glass model

Consider the N-spin system {—1, 1}". To each configuration o € {—1, 1}V we assign the (random) Hamiltonian
Hy(o)= P Zéijﬁiffj,
\/N i<j

where & = (§;)1<i<j<n is a family of random variables, which we call the environment. Given the environment &, we
assign to each o the probability

eHn ()

P (0) = ———,
VO =g B

where

Zn(B, &) =) N,
Let

1
pN(B) = NElogZN(ﬂ,S)-
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It was proved by Talagrand [28] that py(B) — poo(B), the solution of the Parisi formula, if the &;; are independent
standard Gaussians. Carmona and Hu [5] showed that the same limit holds if the Gaussians are replaced by inde-
pendent copies of any random variable & with E€ = 0 and E|£]> < co. We shall extend this results to dependent
environments. To this end define

Zu(B,§) = ES (S Tin Vit ),
where Y7, ..., Y, is any family of random variables such that Y; only takes finitely many values and |Y;| < 1 for all i.

Lemma 4.1. Let &£ = (&1,...,&,) be a random environment such that EE; =0, Eéiz =1and B|§|? < T3 < o0, satis-
fying the dependence structure of Theorem 3.4. Let g ~ MVN,, (0, X) where X is the covariance matrix of €. Then

[Elog Z,(B.§) — Elog Zy (B, 8)| < 5877 n. 4.1)
Proof. Let h(§) =log Zn (B, &); itis easy to see from Remark 2.5 that

il < 68°
(note that y» = 3 =0 and y; <1 as |Y¥;| < 1). Using Theorem 3.4, (4.1) is immediate. O
1/2.

The following statement is a direct consequence of Lemma 4.1 forn = N(N — 1)/2 and B replaced by SN~

Theorem 4.2. Assume the environment £ satisfies the dependence structure of Theorem 3.4 with n = o(N'/?) and
0ij =0fori# j. Then

1
v 2log Zn(B.§) = poo(B)-

Consider a fixed m-regular graph G on the set of vertices Vy = {(i, j): 1 <i < j < N}. Let h;; be i.i.d. centred
random variables with finite third moments. Let

§ij= l_[ hig.

k.~ j)

Then it is straightforward to see that these &;; are centred and uncorrelated (note that &;; does not contain A;;).
Clearly, from (3.7), n <2(m + 1)? and hence we can apply Theorem 4.2 as long as m = o(N/4). Noticing that (4.1)
is independent of the underlying graph, we obtain the following.

Corollary 4.3. Let Gy be a sequence of random my -regular graphs on Vi, where my = o(N'/*). Then, with & as
above,

%EGN log Z (B. £) = poc ()
almost surely.
4.2. Last passage percolation for thin rectangles
The following statements about smooth approximation of the maximum function is well-known (and easy to verify).

Lemma 4.4. Let m be a positive integer. For each 'y € R™, let fo(y) = max{y1, ..., ym} and fe(y) =¢clog)_; edile.
Then

0= fe(y) — fo(y) <elogm.
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Consider functions y?) :R" — R, p=1, ..., m, and let
P, = max y?(x). 4.2)
I<p<m

The following theorem is similar to a result obtained by Chatterjee [6], but now includes 7. To keep the bounds
simple we make the stronger assumption that the functions y(” are linear, which what we will need subsequently.

Theorem 4.5. Let P, be as above with linear functions yP). Let X be a family of n centred random variables with
finite third moments satisfying the dependence structure as in Theorem 3.4. Let g : R — R be three times differentiable.
Then, for Z ~ MVN,(0, X)),

[Eg(Px) —Eg(P2)| = (68l + 618" o + 18" [ o)n"*n' "2y Togm)*",
where y| = SUP| < p<im |y(p)|1.

Proof. Using the notation of Lemma 4.4, define the functions

ho(x) =g(fo(x)),  he(x)=g(fe(x)).
Clearly

[ho(x) = he(0)] < | ¢'] o€ logm.

We now use Remark 2.5. We clearly have y» = y3 = 0. Furthermore, using again Lemma 4.4, it is easy to check that,

Ihels < 1 fela )& | o + 311 fela 8" o + £ 32”7 ] o
<e7217 (618" + 618" [ + 18" 0)-
Thus, using Theorem 3.4,
[Eho(X) — Eho(Z))|
< ||'|| o logm + |Ehe(X) — Ehe(Z)]
< &' e 108m + Co2E (6 | o 6] + " .0)

Choosing & =n'/3n!/3log(m)~1/3

Ty1, we obtain the final bound. [l

Let us apply this result to last passage percolation on thin rectangles along the lines of Suidan [27]. Denote by &
an increasing path from (1, 1) to (N, k) on the usual two dimensional lattice, where without loss of generality k < N.
Let

and let P, be as in (4.2), where the maximum ranges over all increasing paths 7. Hence, P, is the (standardized)
longest increasing path between (1, 1) and (N, k), where each lattice point (i, j) contributes x;; to the length of
the path. If X is an i.i.d. family of geometric or exponential random variables, then Johansson [16] showed that
the properly centred and standardized Px will converge to F> (the Tracy—Widom distribution for Gaussian unitary
ensembles) if k = N. For independent X; that are neither exponentially nor geometrically distributed, the same results
is only known for thin rectangles, that is, for £ being of smaller order than N; see Bodineau and Martin [3], Baik
and Suidan [1] and Suidan [27]. In particular, if X; have finite third moments, then k = O(N%) for « < 1/7. We shall
expand this result to locally dependent X. If n remains bounded, we recover the same maximal order for k as in the
independent case. If n grows with N, however, the maximal order of k£ be will be affected.
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e !

satisfying the dependence structure of Theorem 3.4, and let Z ~ MVN,, (0, X). Then, for any three times differentiable
function g :R — R,
C(g. Dn' k7% log(N)*/?

N1/6 :

[Eg(Px) —Eg(Pz)| <
For some constant C(g, 7). If 0;j =0 for all i # j, then the Px will converge to F» if T remains bounded and if
k= o(Nl/7 log(N)_4/7r/_2/7).

Proof. Clearly, y; = k1/6 N—1/2 Byrthermore,

(V)G )

As
log(m) = k(log(N) —log(k)) + (N + k) (log(N + k) — log(N))
< klog(N) + 2k
applying Theorem 4.6 yields the final bound. g

4.3. Classic occupancy

As mentioned in the Introduction, we can obtain bounds on (1.1) for the classic occupancy problem. Distribute m
balls independently and uniformly among n urns. Let & be the number of balls in urn i. Then, & ~ Bi(m,n~") and
>, & = m, and therefore

& —mn”!

vm(d —n—1

satisfies (2.9) and (3.1) and in addition ), aiz =1.

Xi =

Theorem 4.7. Let X be as above and let Z ~ MVN,,(0, X). Then, for any three times partially differentiable func-
tion h,

244
[ER(X) — ER(Z)| < (2 + 19]h]3), | "t 0,
mn(n — 1)

Proof. We can apply (3.3), as X is exchangeable and (3.1) is satisfied. It is straightforward to verify that

n?2—4n—2m+6
mn?(n —1)2

n?+2n—1)(m—3)
n’m@mn —1)

VarX% = , Cov(X%, X%) =—

(see Lemma 4.8 below), which implies

nn—1)

_n2+4mn—2m—8n+6

2 2 2 52
VarZ X7 =nVar X7 + Cov(X7, X3) = ——

1

Furthermore,

24 3nm—6n-3 6
Ejx < ,/EX2Ex4 < [T F2m—on=m+ 6
mn3(n —1)
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From this, the final bound follows. O

We record here some identities for the mixed moments of the &;, which are easy to verify and needed in the above
calculations.

Lemma 4.8. Let &) and &) be the number of balls when distributing m balls uniformly and independently among n

urns. Then
E£} = % + %
E16) = %
B(ge) = M0 D mnm D22,
E(£22) = m(n:ﬂ_ 1) +2m(m —’111(171 —2) n m(m — 1)(”;4— 2)(m — 3)_

4.4. Curie—Weiss model in the high-temperature regime

Consider the n-spin system {—1, 1} with Hamiltonian

1
H(o) = - Zaioj.

i<j

To each configuration o assign the probability

where Z(f) is the normalising constant. This model is well-known as Curie—Weiss model; we refer to Eichelsbacher
and Lowe [12] for a more detailed discussion of relevant literature. The authors of that article prove in particular
bounds in univariate central limit theorems for the total magnetisation of this and similar models. Here, instead, we
will estimate the error when we replace all the spins by corresponding Gaussian variables in the high-temperature
regime B < 1; this, in particular, implies the central limit theorem for the total magnetisation.

Previous approaches using Stein’s method to analyse the magnetisation of such models make use of exchangeable
pairs (Eichelsbacher and Lowe [12] and Chatterjee and Shao [9]) which typically involves resampling a spin condi-
tional on the other spins. It is worthwhile noting that the Stein coupling we will use does not require any resampling
and, hence, does not form an exchangeable pair.

To avoid confusion with the notation o; for the spins, we will use s;; instead of o;; to denote covariances in what
follows.

Theorem 4.9. Let X; =n~'20; and let Z ~MVN,,(0, X), where X = (sij)1<i, j<n With

1 B e
I T e e
ij = o .
nZ({S_/S)’ lfl # .]
Then, for B < 1,
nl/2 n

[ER(X) — ER(Z)| < cﬁ(lhh + |hl3 @)

for some constant Cg that only depends on .
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Proof. Define
>3 >3
m; = — o, m=— oj.
1 n L J n ‘ 1
J# i
We recall the estimates
E|m|k < Cﬁn_k/z;

see Eichelsbacher and Lowe [12], Lemma 3.5. Let (I, J, K, L) be distributed as in the proof of Theorem 3.3, inde-
pendent of all else. Using the notation from Section 3.1 and the proof of Theorem 3.3 (with respect to exchangeability
of X), define the vectors

X' =xD,  x'=x!KL

Set D = D and define G as

Gy = —n3/25k1<( + 5k1> (o7 — Bm).

_Bk
n(l—p)
Define the matrix S as

Skt = n*Skk 1181k -

Define now f. as in the proof of Theorem 3.3. Then,

~EY " Gifi(X)
k

_ nwE(H(%ﬁ) + 51(1)(01 — Bm) fx (X)

_ap B Neo
=n E%}(Il(l—ﬂ) +5k1>(01 IBm)fk(X)

. 2
=”_1/2E2(n(filﬂ) B n(lf “py +oue _‘Skiﬂm>f"(x)
ik
2
:”_I/ZEZ(—lﬂ_mﬁ — f_n; + ox —ﬁm)fk(x)
k

=n""PEY o fi(X) =E Y Xi fi(X)

k k
and
EZkak(X/)
%
= —n_3/2]E<L + 51(1)(01 — Bm) fx (X(I))
n(l—p)

=_n"12E (L + 5ki>(<7i — pm) fi (X))

%: n(l—p)
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where for the last equation we used that E(o;| X)) = tanh(Bm;). Using the estimate
|tanh(Bm;) — m| < |tanh(Bm;) — tanh(Bm)| + |tanh(Bm) — Bm|

B, BimP’
n 6

IA

we obtain
‘]E Z G fx (X
k

and hence

(6 + B2nE[m>)(B(1 + B))
6(1 — B)n'/?

) =<Ifh

(6 + BnEm>)(B(1 + ) _ Cslhh

[ERo(1)] < |l 6= Byl ==

(cf. Remark 2.3). Using exchangeability of X for the second equation, the fact that x; = §; and also that s;x = sy,
we obtain

EZ(Gle — Sk) fr(X")

k,l

= an{ <l <L + 5K1> (o1 — pm)or — SIK) k1 (X”KL)}

n\n(l—pB)
=n’E l L—i—a (g —Bm)oy —s fr1(X)
= Z\n= B JL oy J—SJL ) /K1

——EZK (s 1)t = s =)o |
2 Z NGl )er-smm )]
n(n—l) Al n n(l /3)

L fii (X)
(B L i (X)
+E{ Z (Z(n(l —ﬁ))(l ~pojm) Sﬂ) l_%;i n(n — 1)}

JiA#]
_ 2 . _ 2.2 .
E { B+ 28 - /Z;wm 3 Ji0 (nn(ll)_ﬁﬁf)n k; nJZZ (_X1)> }
Thus,
|ER\(1)] < Cplh,Em?* < %}1'2
Now

ERy(t,u) =E Y (GxDi — Si1) Dy, fuum (X +uD')
k,l,m

1
=n’’E Z [n <n(1'8 ) +5K1>(01 — Bm)oy —SIKi|0me1m(X+”D/)'

me{l,J,K,L}
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From this, it is not difficult to see that

Cglhls
n1/2

|ERy (1, u)| <

(recall the definition of s;; and note that the probability that / = K is 1/n). Similarly,

Cglhls
/2

|ER3(t, )| <

Putting all the estimates together, yields the claim. (]
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