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WEIGHTED LATTICE PATHS

R. D. FRAY AND D. P. ROSELLE

A lattice path in the plane from (0,0) to (m, n) with
weighted horizontal, vertical, and diagonal steps will be called
a weighted lattice path. We determine the number of
unrestricted weighted lattice paths, the number of paths
below a line, and the number of paths which must remain
between two parallel lines with unit slope. We also obtain
generating functions for the number of paths which remain
below the line y = x; these extend results obtained by Carlitz
and Riordan for the ballot numbers.

The number, ( m + n), of unrestricted minimal lattice paths from
\ Ύb J

(0, 0) to (m, n) is an old and well-known result, see MacMahon [5,

I, p. 167] or Feller [3, p. 68]. The Catalan number cn = ( 2 ^ W + 1)
is the number of paths from (0, 0) to (n, n) which never rise above the
line y = x (c.f. [1]). The enumeration of the paths which must remain
below the line y = ax + b has been obtained by Lyness [4], Mohanty
and Narayana [7], and Carlitz, Roselle, and Scoville [2]* Recently
several authors [6], [8], and [10] have considered the same problem
when diagonal steps are allowed in addition to the usual horizontal
and vertical steps, and Stanton and Cowan [11] studied the resulting
numbers in a different connection.

In [6] Mohanty and Handa enumerate the unrestricted lattice
paths from (0, 0) to (m, n) where μ diagonal steps are allowed at each
position. They also determine the number of such paths which must
remain below the line x = ay, and they indicate that a formula can
be obtained for the number of paths which must remain below
x = ay — 6, where a and b are nonnegative integers. All of these
results have been extended to weighted lattice paths in the present
paper.

We remark that we will treat the case of weighted lattice paths
bounded above and below by functions which are not necessarily
straight lines in a paper now under preparation. This paper will also
contain a generalization of a problem posed by Elwyn Berlekamp and
solved in [2].

2. Unrestricted lattice paths* By a weighted lattice path we
mean a path from (0, 0) to (n, k) where a lattice point (i, j) may be
approached from any of the lattice points (ί,j — ΐ), (i — l,j), or
(i — 1, j — 1), and the horizontal steps are assigned the weight x, the
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vertical steps the weight y, and the diagonal steps the weight z~
If f(n, k) = f(n, k\x,y, z) denotes the number of weighted lattice
paths from (0, 0) to (n, k), then it is immediate that

(2.1) f(n, k) = xf(n - 1, k) + yf(n, k - 1) + zf(n - 1, k - 1) ,

whenever n, k Ξ> 1. It is clear that (2.1), together with the initial
conditions f(n, 0) = xn and /(0, k) = yk, determines f(n, k). The
following table gives the first few values of f(n, k).

n \

0

1

2

3

4

5

0

1

X

X2

X*

X*

X5

1

y

2xy -)

3x2y +

4x*y +

5x*y +

- z

2xz

3x2z

AxH

hx*z

βx2%

10x*y2

15x*y2

2\x^y2 -

2

y2

Ixy2 + 2yz

I2 + 6xyz + z2

_L 1 9^2-9/0- J_ Q'r '̂2

+ 20x*yz + 6a;2^2

f 30x42/^ + lθx*z2

3

4a?2/3 + 3y2z

10x2yz + 12xi/2z + Syz2

20x*yz + 30ίc22/2z + I2xyz2 + ^ 3

35ίc4^/3 + 60x3y2z -f 30x2?/2;2 -f 4α?2;3

56#5ί/3 4- 105ίc42/22; + 60x32/2;2 + 10x2z*

In the next place, if we put

Fk{n) = Σ f(n,

it follows from (2.1) that

Fk(u) = xuFk{u)

Repeated application of this recurrence gives

Fk(u) =
— xu

_ (y + zuV 1

= Σ

1 — xu/ 1 — xu

k\ In + k — r

Therefore we obtain

^ώ.̂ jl y \/0, ri) —

In particular, we have

(2.3) f(n

(2.4)

k\ In + k — r

k

1, 1, z - 1) - Σ

fell, 1,0) = +
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(2.5) f(n, k11, 1, 1) = Σ { n + k ~T)\. ,
r=o rl(n — r)\(k — r)\

where (2.3) follows by an application of equation (5) on page 8 in [9]
The equation (2.4) is the familiar result stated in the introduction,
and (2.5) is due to Moser and Zayachkowski [8] and Stan ton and
Cowan [11].

Note that it follows from (2.2) that

f(k,n) = [JL\ f(n,k),
\χ /

a n d

f(n, k\x,y, xy) = xnykf(n, k\l,l,ϊ).

We remark that (2.2) could be obtained directly from equation
(1) in [6]. It is also possible to give a simple combinatorial proof of
(2.2). By a block on a weighted lattice path from (0, 0) to (n, k), we
mean one of the moves (£, j) —> (i + 1, j + 1) or (i, i) —> (i, j" + 1) —>
(ί + 1, i + 1). Next notice that a path consists of blocks connected
by moves of the form (i, j) —>(i + h, j) —> (i + A, j + t). Now if a
path contains r blocks, it is immediate that the rows in which these

/ k \blocks can occur can be chosen in ί j ways and the columns may

be chosen in ί j ways. Since there are n — r remaining horizontal

steps and k — r remaining vertical steps, and since a block has weight

xy + z,

n ln\ Λ
h k) = Σ

r=0 \ r / \

k
1 (xy + z)rxn-ryk~r

r '

n + k - s

In particular, it follows that

f{n, k\x,y, - xy) = .τ^ / c .

3* Paths below y = x + r and x = sy* Next we obtain the
number, e(n, k, τ\x, y, z) = e{n, k, r), of weighted lattice paths from
(0, 0) to (n, k) which remain below the line y = x + r, for r a positive
integer. Let g(n, k, r) be the number of weighted paths from (0, 0)
to (n, k) which touch, cross, or traverse the line y = x + r. Then it
is immediate that

(3.1) e(n, k, r) + g(n, k, r) = f(n, k) .
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First we shall determine g(n, k, r) for ordinary lattice paths, that
is, we let x = y = 1 and z — 0. Note that any such path a which
touches y — x + r does so at a last lattice point and that if the
portion of a from this point to (n, k) is reflected about the line
y = x + r, we obtain a path σ! from (0, 0) to (k — r, n + r). Since
this procedure is reversible, we obtain

(3.2) g(n,k,r\l9l,0) =
\n + r

In order to determine g{n, k, r) for the general case, suppose we
are given a weighted lattice path from (0, 0) to (n, k) with t diagonal
steps which touches the line y = x + r. Removing the t diagonal
steps we obtain a path from (0, 0) to (n — t, k — t) with no diagonal
steps which touches y = x + r. Since we may reverse this process,
we have from (3.2), allowing for the weighting factors,

'n + k - 2ί\ ln + k - t\ h lk-r\ln + k-t

t I y \ t ] \ k-r

paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) with t diagonal steps which touch y = x + r.
Hence

_
r \ — V I I

V t I \ k — r

χ / f(n + r,k-r) .

It follows from (3.1) that

e(n, k, r) = f(n, k) - l^λ f(n + r, k - r) ,
V a?

where n^i k — r and 1 ^ r ^ fc.
It will be convenient to let b{n, k) denote the number of paths

from (0, 0) to (n, k) which remain below the line y = x. Since any
such path must first go to (1, 0) we see that

b(n, k) = xe(n — 1, k, 1) = xf(n — 1, k) — yf(n, k — 1) .

From this last expression and (2.2), we find that for k ;> 1

In the next place, let a(n, k) be the number of weighted paths
from (0, 0) to (n, k) which may touch, but not traverse or cross, the
line y = x. Then for n >̂ 1, we have
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(3.4) b{n, k) = a(n, k) — ya(n, k — 1) .

This formula follows easily for n = k. For n> k (3.4) will follow
by showing that ya{n, k — 1) is the number of weighted lattice paths
from (0, 0) to {n, k) which must touch the line y = x at a point
different from (0, 0). Now a path which must touch y = x does so
at a last point, and the immediately preceding step must have been
a vertical step. If this vertical step is removed, we obtain a path
from (0, 0) to {n, k — 1) which may touch the line y = x. Since this
process is reversible we obtain (3.4). Now from (3.3) and (3.4) we
have

a(n, k) = b(n, k) + ya(n, k — 1)

- Σ yjb(n, k - j ) .

- r -

After a little reduction we find that

a(n, fc) = Σ —f

In particular,

(3.5) α(n f tt | l f

The numbers α(w, w|l, 1, 0) are the Catalan numbers mentioned in the
introduction, and it is interesting to note that the coefficients of zr

in the right member of (3.5) are what Riordan [9, p. 17] has called
the Runyon numbers.

Let s be a positive integer, and let b{n, fe, s) denote the number
of weighted lattice paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) which remain below
the line x = sy. Then b(sh, k, s) — 0, b(n, 0, s) = xn, and

(3.6) b(n, k, s) = xb(n - 1, h, s) + yb(n, k - 1, s)

+ zb(n - 1, k - 1, s)

whenever n > sk. It is now straightforward to verify that for k ^ 1

~ V /̂  \( U + k — 1 — T\ n-r^.k

2 I \ )x yk r=o\ r /\ k — 1

which agrees with (3.3).
Again, if a(n, k, s) denotes the number of weighted paths from

(0, 0) to (n, k) which may touch, but not traverse or cross, the line
x = sy, then as before

b(n, k, s) = a(n, k, s) — ya(n, k — 1, s) .
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Combining this with (3.7) we have

a(n, M) = Σ - ( ̂  W"V- rs r Σ (n - s(r + j))( n + 3~
r=0 Π \ γ J j=0 \ J

4. Paths bounded above and below* Let D(n, k; r, s) denote
the number of ordinary lattice paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) which remain
below the line y = x + r and above the line y = x — s, where r and
s are positive integers. In order to determine D(n1 k; r, s) we shall
enumerate the paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) with a particular touch
sequence. A path from (0, 0) to (n, k) is said to have a touch sequence
of the form rsr, for example, if it touches or crosses the line
y = x + r one or more times without touching y = x — s, then touches
y — x — s several times without touching y = x + r, and then touches
y = x -f r. Note that if a path has a touch sequence of the form
rsr, it also has sequences of the forms r, s, rs7 and sr. We shall say
that a path has a touch sequence of the form rsh if it has a sequence
of the form rsrs rs with Λ pairs rs, and it has a touch sequence
of the form rrh if it has a sequence of the form rsrs rsr with h
pairs rs. Similarly we define sequences of the form srh and ssh.

Let α: be a path from (0, 0) to (n, k) which possesses an rsh touch
sequence. In its last rsh sequence, let aγ be the last point where a
touches y = x + r in its first collection of r touches; let δL be the
last point where a touches y = x — s in its first collection of s touches;
let α2 be the last point where a touches y = x + r in its second
collection of r touches, etc. Now reflect that portion of a between
αj. and (n, k) about the line y = x + r. This new path a' goes from
(0, 0) to (k — r, n + r). The point h1 now lies on the line y =
x + 2r + s. Reflect the portion of a' from δL to (k — r, n + r) about
the line y = # + 2r + s. The new path α" goes from (0, 0) to
(n — r — s, k + r + s). Reflecting the portion of α" between α2 (which
now lies on y — x + 3r + 2s) and (?& — r — s, k + r + s) about the
line y — x + 3r + 2s we obtain a new path from (0, 0) to

(k - 2r - s, n + 2r + s) .

Continuing this process we eventually obtain a path from (0, 0) to
(n — h(r + s), A; + Λ(r + s)). Since this process is reversible, the
number of paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) with an rsh touch sequence is

+ k \h( 4- w" Similarly, the number of paths with an rrh touch

sequence is (-, _ _ •,, A, the number with an srh touch sequence

71 u i \)'> a n d the number with an ssh touch sequence is
rί\r -\- S)J
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+ h(r -L \) Hence we have that

™ T x in + k
D(n, k;r,s) = [

\ k
- Σ(

+ Σ|

+ Σi

,k

1

V k

(

I

n + k

— r — h(r + s)

+ s + /ί

w + k

+ /&(r +
^ + k

- hir -f

k

ir + 8)

•J
If a is a weighted lattice path from (0, 0) to (n, k) with t diagonal

steps having an rsh touch sequence, then by romoving the diagonal
steps we obtain a path from (0, 0) to (n — t, k — t) with an rsh
touch sequence. Hence the number of weighted paths from (0, 0) to
(n, k) with t diagonal steps having an rsh touch sequence is

n + k - 2ί \ln + k -
t

Therefore the number of weighted paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) with an
rsh touch sequence is

ίk + h(r + s)\( n + k - t

f(n — h(r + s), k + h(r + s)) .

Similarly, the number of weighted paths with an rrh touch sequence
is (y/x)r+h{r+s) f(n + r + h(r + s), k — r — h(r + s)), the number with
an srh touch sequence is {yjx)h{r+s) f(n + /&(r + s), & — /&(r + s)), and
the number with an ssfe touch sequence is

(y/x)-s-h{r+s) f(n - s - h(r + s), k + s + Λ(r + s)) .

Hence if ώ(w, k; r, s) is the number of weighted lattice paths from
(0, 0) to (n, k) which remain below the line y — x + r and above the
line y = x — s, then

f(n + r + fe(r + s), k — r — h(r + s))

S f(n - s - h(r + s), k + s + h(r + s))

r, s) = f(n,

- Σ
h=Q

- Σ
h = Q

k)

( -\χ

( -



92 R. D. FRAY AND D. P. ROSELLE

Σ
h = l \ X

Σ
h=ι \X

- h(r + s),k + h(r + s))

h(r + 8),Jc- h(r

5* The number of paths below y = sx + r* Let e(n, k\ r, s)
be the number of weighted lattice paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) which
remain below the line x = sy — r, where s and r are integers, s ^ 1
and r ^ 0. Also let r = sq — t where 0 g t < s. Since

e(n, k; r, s) = f(n, k)

if k < q or n < ί, we shall assume throughout this section that k ^ q
and n ^> t. As before we shall determine the number of paths from
(0, 0) to (n, k) which touch the line x = sy — r. Any such path
must touch the line at a last point, which will have coordinates
(t + sj, q + j) for j = 0, 1, , ifc — g. The number of paths from (0, 0)
to (n, k) which touch x = sy — r for the last time at (t + sj, q + j)
is fit + si, g + j)b(n — t — sj, k — q — j, s). Thus the total number of
paths from (0, 0) to (n, k) which touch x = sy — r is

(5.1) Σ f(t + s i , q + j)b(n - t - s j , k - q - j , s) .
3=0

Then

(5.2) e(m + t, p + q; r, s) = f(m + t, p + q)

V

3=0

for any nonnegative integers m and p. Combining (5.1) with (2.2)
and (3.7) we have that the second term on the right of (5.2) has the
explicit expression

p + q p u

Σj=o λ=o p — J

+ t + j(s + 1) - u + h \ίm + p - j(s + 1) - 1 - h
q + j A p - i - 1

The numbers e(w, k; r, s) can also be expressed as a determinant.
Counting the number of paths from (0, 0) to (n + r, k) which remain
below x = sy according to the points where these paths intersect the
line x = r, we have

g—i

( 5 . 3 ) &(% + r, k, s) = x r β ( w , fc; r , s ) + Σ Hr, h s)e(n, k — j r — js, s) ,

w h e r e
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h(r, i, s) = b(r, j , s) - δ(r, i - 1, s) .

By repeated application of (5.3) we get

q-l

(5.4) e(n, k; r, s) = x~r Σ ( —l^Cfr, s, i)6(π + r — is, k - i, s) ,
3=0

where C{r, s, 0) = 1 and, for j ^ 1, C(r, s, j) is the determinant of
the i x i matrix (cu,v) defined by

if v > u + 1

if v = u + 1

— (v — l)s, u — v + 1, s) if v < u + 1 .

In order to prove (5.4) note that if C(r, s, j) is expanded about its
first column, we have

(5.5) C(r, s, i) = Σ ( — l)i+ιxίs~~rh(r, ί, s)C{r — is, s, j — i) .

The proof of (5.4) will be completed by induction on q. For q — 1
the equation follows directly from (5.3). Assuming the equation true
for integers less than or equal to q we have from (5.3) and (5.4) that

e(n, k; r, s) = x~rb(n + r, k, s)

—

X

= X'

—

X

x~r\
j

q—j

Σ(
ϊ = 0

i = i

q

•=i

— l)*C(τ — i s

+ r, fc, s)

(r-is)

,s,ί)b{n -j- r —

OiQ If 0/ Ql
M/o, ΓV (Λ/j Of

h(r, i, s)C(r —

s(i + 3),t

js, s,u-

'c —

j)'

We then obtain the desired result by applying (5.5).
The determinantal expression for e{n, k; r, s) follows from (5.4);

specifically,

e(n,k;r,8) = (-ϊ)<-1 det (vis)

where (vtί) is the qxq matrix defined by

(0 if j > i + 1

II i f i = i + l

) x~rb(n + r — (j — l)s, & — j + 1, s) if i = q

xis-rh(r - (j - l)s, i - j + 1, s) iϊ j ^ i < q .
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Now let a be any path from (0, 0) to (n, k) which remains below
the line y = sx + r, where s is a positive integer. If we interchange
the initial and terminal points of a and reverse the direction of the
path, we obtain a path from (0, 0) to (k, n) which remains below the
line x = sy — ns + k — r and whose horizontal and vertical weights
have been interchanged. Since this procedure gives us a one-to-one
correspondence, we have that the number of paths from (0, 0) to (n, k)
which remain below y = sx + r, for s a positive integer, is (y/x)~{n~k)

e(k, n; ns + r — k, s).

6. Generating functions for b(n, k)* Let

bn(u) = Σδ(tt, k)uk .

Since the numbers b(n, k) satisfy the recurrence (3.6) with s = 1, we
obtain

(6.1) (1 - yu)bn{u) = (x + zu)bn^(u) - yunb(n, n - 1)

for n > 1. Repeated application of this relation yields

(1 - yu)nbn{u) = x(x + zuf-1 - y Σ (1 - yu)j-\x + zu)n-jujb(j, j - 1) ,

which is an extension of equation (2.3) in [1].
Next we shall determine the generating function b{u) for

b(n + 1, n). By definition b(n + 1, n) is the number of weighted
lattice paths from (0, 0) to (n + 1, n) which remain below y = x. We
shall count these paths according to the last point, excluding
(n + 1? n), where each touches y = x — 1. There are y 6(1, 0)b(n, n — 1)
paths which last touch y ~ x — 1 at (1,0); there are yb(2, 1) x
b{n — 1, n — 2) paths which last touch the line at (2, 1), etc. Hence

b(n + 1, n) = zb(n, n - 1) + y

for w ^ 1. Then

n—ί

= Σ Hn + 1, w)^Λ

n = 0

= x + zub{u) + yub2(u) ,

and therefore

= — — (1 — %£) — i / ( l — uz)2 — 4α^7/^ .

For x = y = 1 and s = 0 this reduces to the generating function for
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the Catalan numbers (c.f. equation (1.3) in [1]).
We can also determine the generating functions

βt(u) = Σ b(n, k)un

and

b(u,v) =
n-l k = 0

Note that

b(u, v) = Σ bn(v)un = Σ,βk(u)vk .

From (6.1) it follows that

(1 — yv)b(u, v) — xu + (x + zv)u b(u, v) — yuv b(uv) ,

and hence

b(u, v) — u(x — yv b(uv))[(l — xu) — v(y + zu)]~ι

= u(x — yv b(uv)) Σ vk Σ f(^i k)un

fc=O w=0

k=0 n=0

2_ι 2^1 2-ι yJ \^y tί>)u\b -f- JLJ b)υ ti

Therefore

oo fc-1
iCK ^ ^ /Q (Ol\ — \ Λ /y -f'ί/γι lr\'ϊlnJr^ \ 1 ηin + l \ ' Λ. -f ίM Q I/ 1 Q\JΊ(Q —U 1 cΛ
\ *-'•'-'/ PkA^I x j tΛ/,/ \ iVa Γv t Lit / t \Λj / i yj \ll/ o . tv X. o \\J\O ~\ 1^ Of

n=0 n^Q s=0

zu

The equations (6.2) and (6.3) are extensions of equations (3.1) and
(3.10) in [l]. Comparing coefficients of u in (6.3) we have for n < Jc
that

f(n, k) = JL Σ/(% - s, ft - 1 -
X s = 0

and for n > k

f(n, k + l) = — \b(n + 1, k + 1) + yΣ f(n - s, k - s)b(s + 1,
x L s=o

Of course these expressions can be obtained directly; this would give
another derivation of (6.3).
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