
PACIFIC JOURNAL OF MATHEMATICS

Vol. 58, No. 1, 1975

WALLMAN RINGS

H. L. BENTLEY AND B. J. TAYLOR

In 1964 Frink defined a normal base. He hypothesized that
every Hausdorίf compactification of a Tychonoίf space X may be
realized as a compactification w(:¥) of Wallman type obtained
from a normal base 9 on X, where ^ is the family of zero sets
for some subring of C(X). Later Biles formally defined a
Wallman Ring on a Tychonoff space to be a subring of C(X)
whose zero sets form a normal base on X.

The problem in this paper is to study examples of Wallman
Rings and develop properties of Wallman Rings. For a locally
compact space with a given compactification and a certain type
of retract map, a Wallman Ring is defined which induces the
given compactification.

General algebraic and topological properties of Wallman
Rings are considered. Among the results obtained are "Every
Wallman Ring is equivalent to one which contains all rational
constant functions" and "An ideal of a Wallman Ring which is
itself a Wallman Ring is equivalent to the superring."

I. Introduction. In 1938 H. Wallman [23] gave a method for
associating a compact T rspace w{2F) with a distributive lattice 3*\
w{3F) is the space of all ^-ultrafilters and the topology of w(^) has a
base for closed sets a lattice 3P* which is isomorphic to the lattice 9.
Wallman applied this procedure to the case when 9 is the lattice of all
closed subsets of a Γ r space X to arrive at a Γ, compactification w(3P)
of X which is now called "the Wallman Compactification" of X.

Several later mathematicians applied Wallman's construction to
certain types of lattices which are sublattices of the lattice of all closed
sets of a Γ,-space. Among these were Sanin [18], Banaschewski [3],
and Frink [12]. These techniques give rise to certain classes of
compactifications. In 1964, Frink [12] asked whether each Hausdorfϊ
compactification of a Tychonoff space X can be realized as a compac-
tification vv(^) of Wallman type obtained from a normal base $F for the
closed sets of X. (A normal base is a lattice which is a base for closed
sets and which satisfies certain separation properties.) This question
remains unanswered to the present day, but a great deal of effort has
been exerted by many mathematicians in an endeavor to solve the
problem.

Partial solutions have been obtained, e.g. Steiner and Steiner have
shown that any product of compact metric spaces is a Wallman type
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compactification (determined by some normal base) of any of its dense
subspaces. It has become customary to call a compactification of the
form w(SF), where & is some normal base, a "Wallman compactifica-
tion" of X and we shall use this terminology in the sequel.

Frink observed that the family Z(X) of all zero sets of continuous
real valued functions on a Tychonoff space X is a normal base on X
which gives rise to a compactification w(Z(X)) equivalent to the
Stone-Cech compactification βX of X. He also observed that if Y is a
given compactification of X, then Z(£(X, F)), the zero sets of continu-
ous real valued functions on X which are continuously extendible to Y,
is a normal base. Biles [8] later called a subring si of the ring C(X), of
all real valued continuous functions on X, a Wallman ring on X
whenever Z(si)9 the zero sets of functions in st9 form a normal base.

Frink wondered whether every Hausdorff compactification of a
Tychonoff space X is of the form w{Z($ί)) where si is some Wallman
ring on X. This question is still unanswered although many partial
results have been obtained.

Biles [8] studied relationships between the Gelfand and the Wall-
man compactifications determined by a Wallman ring si on a Tychonoff
space X.

In this paper we study examples of Wallman rings and develop
properties of Wallman rings.

In §IV we will consider a locally compact space and a compactifica-
tion of that space such that there is a certain type of retract map on the
compactification. We establish a Wallman ring on this locally compact
space which induces the given compactification. From this result we are
able to define a Wallman ring which yields the Alexandrofϊ compactifi-
cation and a Wallman ring on the open unit disc which induces a
compactification equivalent to the closed unit disc.

In section HI we consider general properties of Wallman rings on
spaces with more than one element. We find that a Wallman ring cannot
be an integral domain; that every Wallman ring is equivalent to one
which is inverse closed; that an ideal of a Wallman ring which is itself a
Wallman ring is equivalent to the larger ring. We also examine the
relationship between a Wallman ring being the direct sum of nontrivial
ideals and its associated compactification being disconnected. We
present some results linking Wallman rings to sublattices of C(X), and
we pose the question: "Is every Wallman ring on X equivalent to one
which is a sublattice of C{X)T

II. Preliminary notations and definitions. Throughout
this paper, all topological spaces are Tychonoff (completely regular and
Hausdorff), and contain at least two points. If X is a topological space,
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then a compact space Y is said to be a compactification of X if there is a
homeomorphism h from X into Y such that /ι [X] is dense in Y. The
function h is called an embedding. To simplify notation, embeddings
will be taken to be inclusions.

We will use the customary ordering of compactifications: Y, S Y2 if
there is a continuous map /: Y2-> Y\ which leaves X pointwise fixed
(i.e. f(x) = x for all x E X). Also, Y, and Y2 are equivalent (Y, = Y2) if
Y, ̂  Y2 and Y2 ^ Y,. As is well known, Y, = Y2 if and only if there is a
homeomorphism /: Yi—> Y2 which leaves X pointwise fixed.

We will use the following notation throughout the paper.

X — the set of natural numbers
01 —the field of real numbers
C(X)—the ring of all real valued continuous functions on the

space X.
C*(X) — the ring of all bounded functions in C(X).

the subset of bounded functions of a collection sέ C C(X),

Z(/) — the zero set of a real valued function / on X, Z(/) =
{jcEX:/(jc) = 0}.

Z[M] - the zero sets of a collection si of real valued functions on

Z(X)—the zero sets of C(X), Z(X) = Z[C(X)] = Z[C*(X)].
For basic concepts regarding the ring C(X), we refer the reader to

Gillman and Jerison [13].
Following the terminology of Biles [8] and Frink [12] we give the

following definitions.

2.1. DEFINITION. If 9 is a collection of subsets of X, then 9 is a
lattice on X if:

(1) φ,XE&
(2) If Λ, JB E ̂ , then A Π B G ^ a n d A U B G f .

2.2. DEFINITION. The lattice 9 on X is a normal base on X if 9
is:

(1) a base for the closed subsets of X,
(2) a disjunctive lattice on X (i.e. if A E ^ and JC E X - A, then

there exists B e f such that x EB and A Π B = φ),
(3) a normal lattice on X i.e. for each A, B G f such that

A Π B = φ, there exists C,D<Ξ9< such that A Π D = φ, B Π C = φ and

The space w(^) consisting of the set of all 9- ultrafilters on X is a
Hausdorίf compactification of X. The topology of w(9) is defined as
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follows. If A E 9, A* is the set of all 9-ultrafilters having A as a
member. A base for the closed subsets of w(^) is the set of all A * such
that A E 9.

X is embedded in w(2F) by the map which sends a point x E X into
the 9- ultrafilter consisting of all ^-sets which contain x.

2.3. DEFINITION. W(CF) is said to be a Wallman compactification
of X.

As was mentioned earlier a subring si of C(X) is a Wallman ring on
X if Z[sd] is a normal base on X. So if ^ is a Wallman ring on X, then
w(Z [«£#]) is a Wallman compactification of X.

We will content ourselves here with the above statements on
Wallman compactifications. The reader is referred to the literature (e.g.
Frink [12], Biles [8], Steiner [19], Alo and Shapiro [2]) for proofs of the
above statements.

Being interested in ordering of compactifications, we are led to the
following concept which is due to Steiner [19].

2.4. DEFINITION. Let 9 and $ be families of sets. Then:
(1) ^ S ^ (^ separates &) if and only if for each F,, F2E&,

FιDF2 = φ implies there exist G,, GjEΉ such that F, C G,, F 2 C G2

and 0,0 02 = φ.
(2) y = » ( ^ is equivalent to ») if and only if 9 ^ <S and » S Λ

2.5. THEOREM. T/ι̂  relation " g " defined in 2.4 « transitive and
reflexive. The relation " = " w an equivalence relation.

We will now look at an application of this concept. By a sublattice
of C(X) we mean a subset of C(X) which contains the supremum and
infimum of each pair of its elements. By a closed subring of C{X) we
mean a subring of C(X) which is closed in the uniform topology on
C(X).

2.6. DEFINITION, sd is an inverse closed subset of C(X) if and
only if for each fGsi and for each g 6 i such that Z(g) = φ, fig E M.

2.7. THEOREM. Let sέ be a Wallman subring and sublattice of
C(X), then f,gGst implies {x E X: fix) ^g(x)} E Z[d}.

Proof. {*EX:/(x)gg(x)} = Z((/-g)vO).

In a restricted situation, the following theorem gives some insight
into the separating relation of Steiner defined in 2.4. This theorem also
is closely related to generalizations of the Stone-Weierstrass Theorem
(for details see Taylor and Bentley [22]).
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2.8. THEOREM. Let si be a sublattice of C(X) which contains the
constant functions. Let 38 be an inverse closed subset of C(X) which is
also a closed subring of C(X). Then Z\d\^Z\β\ if and only if
sί*Q®.

Proof. Half of the proof is obvious. We will show only the other
half. We borrow our method of proof from Hager [14].

Let g G i * . There is a positive real number r such that \g\ = r.
Choose e >0. Then there is a natural number n such that 1/n < β/2r.

/ = { - n - l , - n , , - l , 0 , l , , n - l } .
For i E J, let

Then Fi E Z[st] and Π ie/JF; = φ. As was shown by H. L. Bentley [4]
there are functions //E 38 for each id I such that FiQZif) and
Π i^Zif) = φ. For each / E /, let

Σ/ί

So Σje/ ft, = 1 and since 38 is inverse closed hf E 3δ for each j EL
Let w = ΣieIirhiln. Since 38 is inverse closed, is a closed subring of

C(X)y and contains a function whose zero set is empty, namely Σ i e ί / ,
38 contains all the constant functions. Therefore u € 38.

Now let x E X and let j be as small as possible so that JC £ FJ x
cannot be in each of the Ft since ΠieIFi = φ. JC£ J^ implies jrln <

(j + 2)r/n so \g(x)-(j+ l)r/n \ <r/n and

jcE(n{f;: i ε/,/</})n(n{F,: /εi,i>j +1}).

Now w (x) = y — r/i, (x)

ie/
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Since 0 ̂  hj+](x) g 1 this yields

n n n n

Therefore | u(x) - (j + l)r/n | ̂  r\n and

g(χ)-- M(X)-J

For β > 0 , we have shown there is a function M 6 8 such that
\g(x)-u(x)\<€ for each x EX. Therefore, since SB is closed in C(X),

[21].
The following theorem is due to A. K. Steiner and E. F. Steiner

.

2.9. THEOREM. / / 3? and Ή ire normal bases on X, then:
(1) 9 ^ » // and only if w(&) ^
(2) 9 = » // and on/y // w ( ^ ) s

2.10. THEOREM. If 2F ̂ Ή ind 3P is normal, then <S is normal.

Proof. Let G, and G2 be disjoint elements of c§. ^%^ implies
there are sets Fu F2E& such that G,CF,, G2 C F 2 and F, Π F 2 = φ.
Since 3̂  is normal there exist F',, F 2 G ^ such that F , n F 2 = φ ,
F2ΠF\ = φ and F{ U F 2 = X Now, since ^ separates & there exist G;,
G2, Gα, G, G © such that F, C Gfl, F 2 C G2> F 2 C Gb, F\ C G',, G f l ΠG; =
φ and G, ΠG', = φ.

Now GxQFλQGa and GaΓ)G'2=φ implies G,nG2=</).
G 2 C F 2 C G b and ft Π G! = ψ implies G 2 Π G | = ψ.

andF c G ; and F 2 C G 2 implies G ; u G 2 = X
Therefore $ is normal.

2.11. THEOREM. // 9 is a disjunctive base for the closed sets ofX,
<& is a collection of closed sets of X and 9 ^ % then <§ is a disjunctive
base for the closed sets of X.

Proof. X and φ E <g since X and φ, as elements of 9, must be
separated by elements of (S.

If C is a closed subset of X and x is an element of X not in C, then
there exists F{E^ such that C C F , and x&Fu Consequently there
exists F 2 G 9 such that x e F 2 and FxnF2 = φ.
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Since 9 ^ % there are G,, G2 e » such that F, C G,, F2 C G2 and
Gi Π G2 = φ. This implies $ is a base for the closed sets of X since
x £ G , and C C G , .

If G G ̂  and JC£ G, then as above there are FUF2E.& such that
JC E F2, G C F , and F^Π F2= φ; and consequently disjoint GH G2 E ̂
such that x E G2, G C G,. Since JC E G2 and G ΠG2 = φ, % is a
disjunctive base for the closed sets in X.

2.12. THEOREM. If 3F is a normal base on X, <& is a lattice of
closed subsets of X and & = % then <§ is a normal base on X and

We will now translate this result from normal bases to Wallman
rings.

2.13. DEFINITION. If d and 38 are subrings of C(X) then:
(1) si^m if and only if Z[sέ] ^ Z[S8 ].
(2) d = $ if and only if d ^ S3 and 38 g ̂ .

2.14. THEOREM. If d x nd 31 are Wallman subrings of'C(X) then:
(1) ^ ^ 3 8 //and only if w(Z[d])^w(Z[Sft])
(2) ^ = 38 if and only if w(Z[d]) = w(Z[38]).

2.15. THEOREM, d is a Wallman ring on X, 38 is a subring of
C(X) and d = M, then 38 is a Wallman ring on X and w(Z[d]) =

III. Properties of Wallman Rings and Some
Questions. Since a Wallman ring is a ring in the usual algebraic
sense, it is natural for us to investigate which properties of rings
Wallman rings possess. Along this line we have discovered that a
Wallman ring cannot be an integral domain, and that each Wallman ring
is equivalent to a Wallman ring which is inverse closed. We have
investigated the problem of when a Wallman ring is equivalent to a
Wallman ring which is a sublattice of C(X), but have only partial
results.

We also investigated relationships between algebraic properties of
Wallman rings and topological properties of the induced compactifica-
tions. Our main result along this line is one involving the relationship
between a Wallman ring being the direct sum of nontrivial ideals and the
induced compactification being disconnected.

Our first result is the following.
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3.1. THEOREM. A Wallman ring cannot be an integral domain.

Proof. Let si be a Wallman ring on a space X and let JC and y be
distinct elements of X. Since Z[si] is a disjunctive base for the closed
sets of X, there are functions / and g 6 i such that x E Z(f), y E Z(g)
and Z(f) Π Z(g) = φ. By the normality of Z[si] there are functions /'
and g'<Ξsέ such that Z(/) Γ)Z(g') = φ, Z(g)ΠZ(f) = φ and
Z(f') U Z(g') = X. Now we have f'(y) Φ 0, g'(jt) ^ 0 but /'g' is the zero
function.

We will now show that every Wallman ring is equivalent to a
Wallman ring which is inverse closed and therefore to a Wallman ring
which contains all the rational constants.

3.2. LEMMA. Every Wallman ring contains at least two functions
whose zero sets are pairwise disjoint and nonempty, and a function
whose zero set is empty.

Proof. Let si be a Wallman ring over X. Let JC and y be distinct
elements of X. Then there are functions fx and f2Ed such that
x e Z(/,), y G Z(/2) and Z(/,) Π Z(/2) = φ. Then /? + /! is a function
from Λ? whose zero set is empty.

3.3. THEOREM. Every Wallman ring is equivalent to a Wallman
ring which is inverse closed.

Proof. Let si be a Wallman ring on X and let Sδ = {fig :f9g&st,
Z(g) = φ}. If fe si then Z(/) = Z(//g) where g is some function from
si such that Z(g) = φ; so Z[si]CZ[38]. Similarly Z[S8] CZ[si]. 38 is
a subring of C(X) and si = $ so by Theorem 2.15 ̂  is a Wallman ring
and

3.4. COROLLARY. Every Wallman ring is equivalent to a Wallman
ring which contains all the rational constants.

Proof. Let si be a Wallman ring on X. Let £3 be the Wallman ring
{fig :f,gesΛ,Z(g) = φ}. Let g <Ξ si such that Z(g) = φ. Then if m and
n are integers, n^O, mglng G 38 and (mglng) = (mln).

From this proof we observe that every inverse closed Wallman ring
contains all the rational constant functions.

The Wallman ring C*(X) is equivalent to the inverse closed
Wallman ring C(X), for any given space X. C*(X) itself need not be
inverse closed.
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3.5. DEFINITION. If Y is a compactification of X, then E(X, Y) is
the set of all real valued continuous functions on X which are
continuously extendable to Y.

Frink [12] was the first to observe that E(X, Y) is a Wallman ring
on X. Proofs of this were later given by Hager [14] and Biles [8].

In the next theorem we give conditions for C*(X) to be inverse
closed.

3.6. THEOREM. The following are equivalent:
(1) X is pseudocompact,
(2) Every nonempty zero set of βX meets X,
(3) For any compactification Y of X, every nonempty zero set of Y

meets X,
(4) For any compactification Y of X, E(X, Y) is inverse closed,
(5) C*(X) is inverse closed.

Proof 1 Φ 2. Let / E C{βX) and suppose Z(/|X) = φ. Then
(1//|X)GC(X) = C*(X). So So there exists gEC(βX) such that
g|X = (l//|X). Now(g/) |X=lsog/=landZ(/) = φ. SoZ(/|X) =
φ implies Z(/) = φ or equivalently Z(/) ̂  φ implies Z(/|X) φ φ.

2 ^ 3 . Let a be a continuous mapping of βX into Y which leaves
X pointwise fixed. The existence of such a function is guaranteed by
Stone's Theorem [14]. Let / G C(Y) such that Z(/) ̂  φ and suppose
Z(/|X) = φ. Let g=f\X. g^C(X) so g has an extension to a
continuous function gβ in C(βX), gβ = /°α. Since Z(g) = φ, Z(gβ) =
φ. Let x G Z(f). There exists y G βX such that x = α(y). Therefore
0 = /(*) = /(α(y)) = gβ(y), which contradicts the fact that Z(gβ) = φ.
Therefore Z(/) ϊ φ implies Z(/|X) ϊ φ.

3 Φ 4. . Let / G £(X, y) such that Z(/) = φ. There is a function
gEC(Y) such that / = g|X. Since Z(g|X) = φ, Z(g) = φ and
1/g e C(y). Now 1// = 1/g |X, so 1// G E{X, Y) and E(X, y) is inverse
closed.

4 Φ 5 . C*(X) = E(X,βX)

5 Φ 1. Let / G C(X). Let g = I/I v 1. / will be bounded if and
only if g is. Z(g) = φ so l/gGC(X). But |l/g| = l/g^l, so
1/g G C*(X). Of course Z(l/g) = φ. Therefore g = l/(l/g) G C*(X),
and C(X) = C*(X).

Parts of this theorem are problems in Gillman and Jerison. 1 <=> 2 is
problem 61, 1 <£> 5 is problem 15Q.

We now investigate what happens when sέ is a Wallman ring and S3
is an ideal of M.
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3.7. THEOREM. // d is a Wallman ring on X, S3 is an ideal of d
and Z[S3] is a disjunctive base on X, then si ^ S3.

Proof. Let / and gEd such that Z(f)ΠZ(g) = φ. Assume
Z(f)/φ and Z(g)/φ since otherwise the conclusion follows from
XGZ[S3] and φ GZ[S3]. Let xGZ(/) . Then x£Z(g) so there is a
function fx G S3 such that x G Z(/x) and Z(/Λ) Π Z(g) = φ. Now let
y G Z(g); y fέ Z(ffx) so there is a function gy G S3 such that y G Z(gy)
and Z(gy) Π(ffx) = φ. Consequently ffx and ggy are functions from S3
whose zero sets separate the zero sets of / and g.

3.8. COROLLARY. If si and 3ft are Wallman rings on X and Sft is an
ideal of si then d = ®, i.e., w(Z[d]) = e(Z[®]).

The next corollary tells us that a Wallman ring cannot be an ideal of
C(X) unless the Wallman ring is C(X) itself.

3.9. COROLLARY. // d is an inverse closed Wallman ring on X,
then d has no proper nontrivial ideals whose zero sets are disjunctive
consequently d has no proper ideals which are Wallman rings.

Proof. Let S3 be an ideal of d such that Z[S3] is disjunctive. By
Lemma 3.2 there are at least two disjoint non-empty zero sets of d, say
F Ϊ and F2. By Theorem 3.7 there are functions fx and f2 G S3 such that
F, C Z(/,), F 2 C Z(/2) and Z(/,) Π Z(/2) = φ. Let / = /? + / ! / G « and
Z(/) = φ. Since ^ is inverse closed g// G d for each g Ed. Therefore
8 = f glf E£β for each g Ed. The only nontrivial ideal of j# whose
zero sets are disjunctive is d itself.

If we were to eliminate the hypothesis in 3.9 that d be inverse
closed, then the conclusion of the corollary would not necessarily
follow, as is illustrated in this example.

3.10. EXAMPLE. Let X = (0,1], d = C*(0,1],

Then d is a Wallman ring on X which is not inverse closed, S3 is a
proper ideal of d and as we shall now show, Z(S3) is disjunctive. Let
/GS3 and let yEX-Z(f). Then for some a EX, 0<a<y and
[α,y]ΠZ(/) = φ. L e t H = ([α,l]ΓlZ(/))U{α}. Then y fέ H and H is
closed in [a, 1]. So, there exists a function g G C([a, 1]) so that g(y) = 0
and g (H) = 1. Observe that g (a) = 1. Extended g to a function h E S3
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by defining h(x) = x/a for each JCG(0,a). Clearly yGZ(h) and
Z(/) Π Z(h) = φ so that Z{β) is disjunctive.

We now divert our attention to the topology of a space with relation
to the zero sets of a Wallman ring on the space and observe that the
following properties hold.

3.11. THEOREM. If sέ is a Wallman ring on X, then every neigh-
borhood of a point x E X contains a Z[si] — neighborhood of x.

Proof. Let A be a neighborhood of x, X E X. {X - Z(f): f E si} is
a base for the open sets of X. So for some / 6 i , x 6 ( X - Z(/)) C A.
Since Z[si] is disjunctive, there is a function g Gsi such that g(x) = 0
and Z(g) Π Z(f) = φ. By the normality of Z[s4]9 there are functions h
and I t e i such that Z(/) Π Z(fc) = φ, Z(g)DZ(h) = φ, and
Z(h)UZ(k) = X. This yields x E Z ( g ) C X - Z ( / i ) C X - Z ( / ) C A So
Z(/c) is a neighborhood of x and Z(/c)C A.

3.12. COROLLARY. // ̂  is a Wallman ring on X, then the weak
topology generated by sd is the given topology on X.

In the case of the Wallman ring C*(X) it is known that its Wallman
compactification βX is connected if and only if C*(X) cannot be
expressed as the direct sum of nontrivial ideals. With slight modifica-
tions, this theorem can be generalized to arbitrary Wallman rings.

3.13. THEOREM. If si is a Wallman ring such that si = 33 © ^
where Sδ and <β are proper ideals of si and if

then 35' and T are proper ideals of sέ and si1 = 3T 0 <£'.

3.14. THEOREM. // ̂  /s α Wallman ring such that si = 38 ©9ί
vv/iere 33 αrcd ^ αr^ proper ideals of si, then w(Z[si] is disconnected.

Proof. Define si', Sft' and <€' as in the previous theorem. Then
\Esi' implies there are function / ^ 3δ' and g B^r such that 1 = / + g
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and fg = 0. Since £$' and c€r are proper ideals, they contain no functions
whose zero sets are empty. In particular Z ( / ) ^ φ and Z(g)^ φ.

Now Z(f)ΠZ(g) =

= Z(\)
= φ

andZ(/)UZ(g) =
Therefore ClwiZ[jdΊ)Z(f) Π Clw{Z[sr])Z(g) = φ and

U <X ( Z W ) Z(g) = w(Z[rf'])

where Clw(Z[JίΊ)Z(/) and C\w{Zw))Z(g) are nonempty closed sets in
κ>(Z[rf']). This means w(Z[d']) is disconnected. Therefore w(Z[d])
is disconnected, since it is homeomorphic to W(Z[d']).

Whether or not the converse of this theorem is valid is an open
question. We do however have a partial converse.

3.15. DEFINITION. If rf C C(X), then d is sectionally replete if it
satisfies the following condition:

If X= LI Y,,

where Y, G Z[d] for f = 1, , n and if there are functions gf G rf such
that /| Y, = gf-1Y,, for / = 1, , rc, then / G rf.

3.16. THEOREM. If d is a sectionally replete Wallman ring and
w(Z[d]) is disconnected, then there are proper ideals 31 and <€ of d such
that d = 3# 0 <β.

Proof Since w(Z[d]) is disconnected, there exist nonempty,
disjoint closed subsets H and L of w(Z[d]) such that / / U L =
w(Z[d]). Therefore, there exist sets B, C^Z[d] such that HQ
CU(z[rf])B, L C Clw(Z[rfl,C and B Π C = φ (Bentley [4]). Let & = {/ G rf:
/ = 0 on B} and ^ = {/ G rf: / = 0 on C}. Sδ and ^ are ideals of d
whose intersection is the zero ideal.

For each / e r f let

f ί 0 i f J C G B
/ l U ) l / O O if x G C

a n d
_ { / ( J C ) if J C G B

0 if J C G C .
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Since si is sectionally replete f{ and f2Gsί. f = fx + /2, /i £ 38, and
U £ *• Therefore ^ = 35 0 <g.

The final topic in this section is the sublattice problem. The
question of when a sublattice of C(X) is a Wallman ring was answered
by Biles [8]. Any sublattice of C(X) whose zero sets form a base for the
closed sets of X is a Wallman ring. It is well-known that every closed
subring of C(X) is a closed sublattice of C(X). So every uniformly
closed Wallman ring is a sublattice of C(X).

A question related to this, namely, "Given an arbitrary Wallman
ring, is it possible to construct an equivalent Wallman ring which is a
sublattice of C{X)T does not appear to be easily answered.

Along this line we do have the following results.

3.17. THEOREM. Let si be a Wallman ring on X, let 38 be the ring
generated by {\f\: f Est}. Then 38 is a Wallman ring on Xand si = 38.

Proof. Z(\f\ ±\g I) = Z{f±g2) and Z( | / | |g |) = Z(fg) so Z[si] =
Z[9S].

Clearly 38 is not necessarily a sublattice of C(X). With further
hypotheses we can get a little closer to a sublattice of C(X).

3.18. THEOREM. Let dbe a Wallman ring over X, let 1 G si, and
let Z(f Λ 0) G Z[sέ] for each fEsi. Then

is a Wallman ring on X, si = 3δ, and 2ft contains the supremum and
infimum of any two functions from si.

Proof. (1) Z[si]QZ[®] since si Q ®.
(2) Z[®]CZ[si] since

ι= U{P,:αC{l, ,B}}

where

sa = n z(g, ΛO), τa = n z((-gi)Λθ),

va=z(Σflg,-Σte)
ViGα i£a /
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and

(3) S3 is a subring of C(X).
Therefore S3 is a Wallman ring on X and S3 = si.
(4) II f9gest, then

and

So / Λ g and / v g G S3.
The following example illustrates that in trying to find a sublattice

of C(X) which is a Wallman ring equivalent to a given Wallman ring we
cannot in general look at the sublattice generated by our given Wallman
ring.

3.19. EXAMPLE. Let Y = [ - l , l ] , X = Y-{0}, M={feC(X):
for some compact set H C X, / is constant on X - H}, /: X-»2? be the
inclusion map, ̂  be the subring of C(X) generated by M U{/}, and S3
be the sublattice generated by si. Then (1) Z [ ^ ] = Z[M] so ^ is a
Wallman ring and (2)

Proof. (1) si = {Σ^ogni":gn^M,mE. Jf}, and Λί C ^ so

To show Z[sέ] C Z[Jί] let / G a/, / = Σ^ogjH where gn G M. If
m = 0, then / = g0E.M and we are through. Therefore suppose m >0.

For n = 0, , m, there exist compact subsets /fn of X such that gn

is constant on X - //„.
Let t>0 such that [-f, f]C Y- u ; = o f t . Let α«=g n (0 for

n =0, ,m. Then αn =gn(x) for x G [-ί, ί] Π X, n =0, ,m. For
x G [ - t, t ] Π X, f(x) = Σn=o gn (*)/π (x) = Σ =̂o anx

n which is a polynomial
over [ - ί , ί ] Π I So / has finitely many zeros in [- tJ]ΠX.
Zif) = [Z(f) Π ( [ - 1, - t] U [ί, 1]) U [Z(/) Π [~ ί, ί]] so Z(/) is compact.
Therefore Z(f)EZ[M].

(2) Suppose Z[®]^Z[sd] = Z[M]. Let

= /v0, and
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Then j + and j~ E 98, and Z(/+) Π Z(Γ) = Φ Now since Z[»] ^ Z[Jί]
there exist functions f, g EM such that Z(/+) CZ(/), Z(/~)CZ(g), and
Z(/)ΠZ(g) = φ. But Z0'+) = [- l ,0) and ZG") = (0, 1]. So
Cly[-l,O)nCly(O,l]CClyZ(/)ΠCLyZ(g) = φ since Y = w(Z[J/]).
But Cly[- l,0)ΠCly(0, l] = {0} so we have a contradiction and it
follows that Z[9t]^Z[sΛ].

Henriksen and Isbell [16] showed that S3 is a ring but we do not
know if it is a Wallman ring.

This example shows us that there is a Wallman ring si such that if <#
is a Wallman ring on X, ̂  is a sublattice of C(X) and si C % then si
and % are not equivalent, since any such Wallman ring would contain 38.

Example 3.19 eliminates the obvious procedure for attacking
another problem. Given an arbitrary Wallman ring we have shown there
is an equivalent Wallman ring which contains all the rational constants.
If we could state that the uniform closure of a Wallman ring is a
Wallman ring equivalent to the original, we would have shown that
every Wallman ring is equivalent to one which contains all the real
constants. However, a uniformly closed subring of C{X) is a sublattice
of C(X) and by example 3.19 there is a Wallman ring which is not
contained in any equivalent Wallman ring which is a sublattice of C(X).
This means that in general the answer to getting the real constants in a
Wallman ring does not lie in taking uniform closures. For now, we
cannot answer the question, "For an arbitrary Wallman ring, is there an
equivalent Wallman ring which contains all the real valued constant
functions?"

IV. Examples of Wallman rings on locally compact
spaces. In this section, we present a method for constructing exam-
ples of Wallman Rings on locally compact spaces. These Wallman rings
are determined by compactifications of the space which can be mapped
by a certain kind of retract map onto the remainder. H. L. Bentley [6]
has shown that theSe compactifications are Wallman; we show how they
arise from Wallman rings.

Throughout this section, X is assumed to be a locally compact
space.

4.1. DEFINITION. A closed subset L of X is called co-compact
provided C1 Y (X-L) is compact.

4.2. DEFINITION. If ̂ f is a family of closed subsets of X, then the
compact modification of 3€ is the family

CM(%) = {(H Π L) U β : H E^,L is co-compact, and B is compact}.
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4.3. DEFINITION. (Borsuk [10].) A continuous map /: Y-*K is
called a retract map provided K is a subspace of Y and f{x) = x for
each x E K.

4.4. DEFINITION. (Bentley [6].) If Y is a compactification of X,
K = Y - X, and /: Y -> X is a continuous map, then fmaps onto Kat &
provided f[L] = K for each co-compact subset L of X.

4.5. THEOREM. (Bentley [6].) Let Ybea compactification of the
locally compact space X, let K = Y - X, and let f: Y^K be a retract
map which maps onto K at oo. Let ffl = {X Π f~\E): E is a closed subset
of K}. Then CMiβt) is a normal base on X and w{CM{W)) = Y.

Our objective is to exhibit a Wallman ring si on X for which
w{Z[si]) = y, with Y as in the preceding theorem.

4.6. THEOREM. Let Y be a compactification of the locally com -
pact space X, let K = Y - X and let f: Y^>K be a retract map which
maps onto K at oo. Let Sft be the set of all ft E.C{Y) for which there
exists a co-compact set L C Xsuch that for all z E K, h[L Π f~\{z})] =
{ft (z)}. Let si be the set of all restrictions ft | X with ft E 33. Then si is a
Wallman ring on X and w{Z[sέ})= Y.

The proof of this theorem will depend on the following lemmas.
Let Y, K, /, 39 and si be as in Theorem 4.6 and let HC be as in Theorem
4.5.

4.7. LEMMA. Z[si] ^ CM(X)

Proof Let ft EsA, then ft has an extension ft' E C(F) such that
for some co-compact set L in X

ft'[L Π/"'({z})] = ft'(z) for all z 6 K

So
= [Z(ft') n c i x ( x - L)] u [Z(ft') n L ].
= [Z(ft') n c i x ( x - L )] u [Γ'(Z(ft') n K) n L ].
= [Z(ft') n c i x ( x - L)] u κ/-!(Z(Λ') n K) n X) n LJ.

Now Z(ft') Π C1X(X- L) is compact, L is co-compact, and Z(ft') Π K
is a closed subset of K, so Z(ft)E CM($f) and

4.8. LEMMA.
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Proof. Let F,, F2E CM{W) such that FXΓ\F2 = φ. There are sets
Lx and L2 which are closed and co-compact in X, subsets Bx and B2 of X
which are compact, and subsets Ex and F 2 of K which are compact,
such that Ft = (L( Π f~ι(Ei)) U £,, for / = 1,2. Also F, Π F 2 = φ implies
[L, Π /-'(£,)] Π [L2 Π f'ι(E2)] = φ. So have L, Π L2 Π /"'(E, Π E2) = φ.
Since / maps onto K at o°, and LXΠL2 is co-compact, we conclude
EιΓ)E2 = φ.

K is completely regular so there exists uu w2EC*(K),
I I , : K - > [ 0 , 1 ] , M2:K-^[0,l], such that E,CZ(iι,), £ 2 C Z ( M 2 ) , and
Z(W l)nZ(M2) = φ. Let /! = «,*/, and/ 2=w 2o/. Then/ ί , / 2 E C(Y),
/',: Y ^ [ 0 , l ] , / 2 : Y-+[0,l].

If JC E L, ΓΊ / ι(Ei)9 then /(JC) E F t and since uκ = 0 on F,, it follows
that x E Z(/: for / = 1,2. Also Z(/',) Π Z(/2) = φ.

Now {[L, IΊ /"'(F,)] U £,} Π {[L2 Π Γ !(F2)] UB2}=φ and these two
sets are elements of a normal base for Y so

ciy{[L, n /-'(£,)] u β,} n ci r{[L2 n Γ\E2)] U B2} = φ.

Therefore there exist closed sets Gλ and G2 in Y such that Cly{[L, Π
/^F,)] U β,} C IntyG/, for i = 1,2. Bλ and B2 are disjoint compact sets
in X, so there are disjoint compact sets d and C2 in X such that
Bi C IntχC ι' = l,2. Then C Π G, is a compact set in X which contains
B, in its interior and is disjoint from [Q Γ) Gj] U [L, Π /"'(E/)] for ιV j
i = 1,2; j = 1,2.

Now define Λ, = 0 on Bu hx = 1 on Cly(Y - (C, Π G,)). These are
disjoint closed sets in Y so we can take hx to be a continuous function
on y, ft,: Y-^[0,l]. Similarly define ft2: Y^[0,1], ft2 = 0 on β2, ft2= 1
on c i y ( y - ( C 2 n G2». So z(ft,) n z(ft2) = φ.

Now we have no assurance that Z(/2) ΠZ(hx) = φ or that
Z(/ί) ΓΊ Z(ft2) = φ so we modify /', and /2.

f~\Z(ux)) Π (C2 Π G2) is a compact set in X disjoint from f~\Ex) Π
Lx, a closed set in X. Therefore since X is locally compact there exists a
compact subset Dx of X such that

f-\Z(ux)) Π C2 Π G2 C IntxD! C D , C X - (/-'(F,) Π Lx).

Similarly there exists a compact subset D2 of X such that

2)) ΠCXΠGXC IntχD2 C D2 C X - (Γ(E2) Π L2).

Since /"'[Zίiijjn C 2 ΠG 2 and C l y ( y - D , ) are disjoint closed
subsets of Y and since Y is compact, hence normal, there exists a
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continuous function gx: Y-» [0,1] such that g{ is 1 on f~\Z(ux) ΠC2Π
G2] and gx is 0 on C\Y(Y - Dx). Similarly define g2.

Now let fx = f\vgx and /2 = /ίvg2. Then /„ f2eC{Y),
/,) Π Z(/2) = φ, Z(fx)ΠZ(h2) = φ and

Finally let α, = /, Λ /ii and α2 = /2 Λ ft2. Fi C Z(cti) since

/-'<£,) Π L C Z(/;) Π Z(gι) = Z{fx) C Z(α,)

and ^ C Z C / O C Z t α , ) . Similarly F 2 CZ(α 2 ) . Z(α,) and Z(α2) are
disjoint since:

Z(ax) Π Z(α2) = (Z(/,) U Z(Λ,)) Π (Z(/2) U Z(Λ2))

n z(/2» u (Z(f{) n z(Λ2» U (Z(Λ.) n z(/2»

α, G S3 since α, = /; on Cl rL, Π Clγ(Y - Dx) Π Cl y (y - (C, Π G,)),
a set whose intersection with X is co-compact. Similarly a2 E 39.

Therefore we have functions ax\X and a2\X whose zero sets
separate F, and F2, consequently

4.9. LEMMA. Z [ ^ ] W a lattice of closed subsets of X.

Proof If fgE S3, and Lf and Lg are the co-compact sets as-
sociated with / and g in the definition of 38 then / - g and fg satisfy the
condition for being elements of 58 on the co-compact set Lf Π Lg.
Consequently 38 is a subring of C(Y) so Z(38) is a lattice of closed
subsets of Y and hence Z(sd) is a lattice of closed subsets of X.

We are now in a position to prove Theorem 4.6.

Proof By Lemmas 4.7 and 4.8 Z[sέ] = CM(%) and by Lemma
4.9, Z|\sί ] is a lattice of closed subsets of X. Therefore by Theorem 2.12
Z|>Π is a normal base on X and w(Z|>£]) = w(CM(W)). But
w(CM(3ίf))s y, so we have w(Z[sί])= Y.

We note that the theorem is also valid when / is defined just on the
closure in Y of some co-compact subset of X.

The following corollary gives a Wallman ring which generates the
one point compactification of a locally compact space. This result was
earlier observed by Brooks [11].
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4.10. COROLLARY. // X is a locally compact space, then si =
{/ G C(X): there is a co-compact subset ofXon which f is constant) is a
Wallman ring on X and w(Z[sd]) is the Alexandroff compactification of
X.

Proof Let Y be the Alexandroff compactification of X. There
can be only one function mapping Y onto (Y-X) since there is just
one point in ( Y - X ) . Clearly this function maps onto (Y-X) at α>.
Therefore the hypotheses of Theorem 4.6 are satisfied. By examining
the set 39 as defined in the theorem, we see Sft ={he C(Y): h(L) is
constant for some co-compact subset L of X}. Consequently si is a
Wallman ring which generates the Alexandroff compactification of X.

The zero sets of this Wallman ring are precisely those zero sets of
X which are either compact or co-compact.

4.11. THEOREM. // X is a locally compact space and si-
{f EL C(X): there is a co-compact subset of X on which f is constant},
then Z[sd] = {F: F G Z(X) and F is either compact or co-compact}.

Proof Let / G si, then Z{f) G Z(X). Let F be the co-compact set
on which / is constant. Then Z(f) Π F = φ or F C Z(/). If Z(/) ΠF =
φ, then Z(/) C C1X(X - F) which implies Z(/) is compact. If F C Z(f),
then C l χ ( X - Z ( / ) ) C C l x ( X - F ) which implies that C1X(X-Z(/)) is
compact and Z{f) is co-compact.

Now let Z(/) be a zero set of X which is either compact or
co-compact, fEC(X). If Z(f) is compact, then let f = 1 Λ |/ | Then
Z(/) = Z(/'). Since Z(/) is compact and X is locally compact there is a
compact subset W of X such that Z(/) C l n t l V C l V C X Also there is
a function gEC(X) such that g[Z(/)] = {0}, g[X-Int W] = {1},
g: X -• [0,1]. Define h = /' v g. Then Z(/ι) = Z(/) and /ι is constant on
(X - Int W) which is a co-compact subset of X. Therefore Z(/) G

If Z(f) is co-compact, then / is constant on the co-compact set
Z(/), so / G st9 and Z(/) G Z\sί\.

We will now define a Wallman ring ,rf, on the open unit disc such
that w(Z[si]) is the closed unit disc.

4.12. EXAMPLE. Let X be the open unit disc in Euclidean 2-space
and let Y be the closed unit disc.

We will consider the elements of Y to be complex numbers. Let
K ={zG Y: \z | = 1}, let / = {z G Y: \z \ §!} and define a function
f.J^K by

/(z) = j—i for eaach z G /.
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Let 35 be the set of all functions h£C(Y) for which there exists a
co-compact subset L of X such that for all z G L Π /, h(z) = h(zl\z |).
Note that Sδ can equivalently be described as the set of all functions
hGC(Y) for which there exists t G[L 1] such that for all z with

As was noted after the proof of Theorem 4.6, that theorem is valid
if the retract map is defined only on the closure in Y of some
co-compact subset of X. In the present situation, J is such a closure.
Clearly, / maps J ΠX onto K at <». Therefore if we let si =
{h\X: h GSδ}, then si is a Wallman ring on X which induces a
compactification equivalent to the closed disc.
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