Acknowledgements

A large part of this monograph is prepared during the author’s stay in Unité de
Mathématiques Pures et Appliquées, Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon under the
support of the JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowships for Research Abroad (1999-2001).
The author would like to express his gratitude to the members of the UMPA for
their warm hospitality, especially to Professor Etienne Ghys. The author is also
grateful to Professor Toshiyuki Kobayashi for his helpful comments on calculations
in Section 3.2, and to Professor Atsushi Matsuo for informing [24] and [23], which
play an essential role in the proof of Lemma 3.3.15, 1). The author is also supported

in part by Grant-in Aid for Scientific research (No. 19684001).

xvii





