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Abstract

This paper is concerned with the following fourth-order elliptic equations

AU — Au+V(x)u— gA(uz)u = f(x,u), inRY,

where N < 6, x > 0. Under some appropriate assumptions on V(x) and
f(x,u), we prove the existence and multiplicity of solutions for the above
equations via variational methods. Recent results from the literature are ex-
tended.

1 Introduction

Consider the following fourth-order elliptic equations of the form
a2 — Au+ V(x)u — gA(uz)u = f(x,u), xRV, (1.1)

where A? := A(A) is the biharmonic operator, &, k¥ € R.

*This work is partially supported by National Natural Science Foundation of China 11671403,
by the Fundamental Research Funds for the Central Universities of Central South University
2017zzts058 and by the Mathematics and Interdisciplinary Sciences Project of CSU.

fCorresponding author

Received by the editors in November 2015 - In revised form in October 2016.

Communicated by D. Bonheure.

2010 Mathematics Subject Classification : 35B38; 35]35; 35]62.

Key words and phrases : Quasilinear Schrédinger equation; Variational methods; Morse the-
ory; Local linking.

Bull. Belg. Math. Soc. Simon Stevin 25(2018), 39-53



40 G. Che - H. Chen

When o =1, x = 0, (1.1) becomes the following fourth-order elliptic equation
A%y — Au+V(x)u = f(x,u), x€RN, (1.2)

Many authors studied Eq. (1.2) on a bounded domain as follows

{ A%y — Au = f(x,u), inQ, (1.3)

u=Au=20, onoQ.

In [1], An and Liu used the Mountain Pass Theorem to get the existence results
for Eq. (1.3). In [34], when the nonlinearity f(x,t) is odd in t and satisfies some
additional conditions, Zhou and Wu got infinitely many sign-changing solutions
via variational methods. While without symmetry, Wang and Shen in [22] ob-
tained the multiplicity result by perturbation theory. In [32], Zhang and Wei ob-
tained the existence of infinitely many solutions via variant fountain theorem
established in Zou [35] when the nonlinearity f(x, «) involves a combination of
superlinear and asymptotically linear terms.

Fourth-order elliptic equation on unbounded domains also attract a lot of at-
tention. For instance, see [2, 3, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28] and the references therein. In
[28], by using the Mountain Pass Theorem and the Symmetric Mountain Pass
Theorem, Yin and Wu obtained infinitely many high energy solutions for prob-
lem (1.2) under the condition that f(x, ) is superlinear at infinity in u. However,
for the whole space RN case, the main difficulty of this problem is the lack of
compactness for the Sobolev’s embedding theorem. In order to overcome this
difficulty, they assumed that the potential V(x) satisfies
(V1) V € C(RN, R) satisfies ir]}{fN V(x) > a > 0, where a > 0 is a constant. More-

xe

over, for any M > 0, meas{x € RN : V(x) < M} < oo, where meas denotes the
Lebesgue measure in RY.

Later, under the condition (V7), when f(x,u) satisfies more general condi-
tions, Ye and Tang [27] obtained the existence of infinitely many large-energy and
small-energy solutions, which unified and generalized the results in [28], besides,
the sublinear case was also considered by them.

Eq. (1.1) with &« = 0 is a quasilinear Schrédinger equation (also called modi-
fied nonlinear Schrodinger equation), whose solutions are related to the existence
of solitary wave solutions for the following quasilinear Schrodinger equation

i%_f = =Dy + V(@)Y —xDp(y))e' (191*) - f(x, ), xRN, (14)

where V(x) is a given potential, « is a real constant, p and f are real functions.
We would like to mention that quasilinear equation of the form (1.4) arises in
various branches of mathematical physics and has been derived as models of
several physics phenomenon corresponding to various types of nonlinear terms
p, see [6,7,12].

The semilinear case (x = 0) has been studied extensively in recent years with
a huge variety of conditions on the potential V(x) and the nonlinearity f, see
for example [14, 20, 33] and the references therein. Compared to the semilinear
problem, the quasilinear case (¥ # 0) becomes more complicated since the effects
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of the quasilinear and non-convex term A (u?)u. One of the main difficulties of
the quasilinear problem is that there is no suitable space on which the energy
functional is well defined and belongs to Cl-class except for N = 1 (see [13]).
There has been several ideas and approaches used in recent years to overcome the
difficulties such as by minimizations [11, 13], the Nehari or Pohozaev manifold
[10, 16] and change of variables [29, 30].

On the other hand, Morse theory and local linking theorem are powerful tools
in modern nonlinear analysis [4, 5, 17, 19], especially for the problems with reso-
nance [8, 18]. However, to the best of our knowledge, there are no papers dealing
with the existence of solutions for modified nonlinear fourth-order elliptic equa-
tions by using Morse theory.

Inspired by the above facts, the aim of this paper is to study the existence of
multiple nontrivial solutions for problem (1.1) with « = 1. On the one hand, we
prove problem (1.1) has at least two nontrivial solutions by using Morse theory
and local linking arguments. On the other hand, by using the Clark theorem, the
existence results of at least k distinct pairs of nontrivial solutions is obtained.

We assume that V (x) satisfies (V7 ) and f(x, u) satisfies the following hypothe-
ses.

(f1) f € C(RN x R,R), and there exist 1 < a; < ap < 2 and positive functions

2
c1 €LT™ o (RN,R), ¢, € L7% (RN, R) such that
|f(x,u)| < lecl(x)|u|“1_1 -|—zxch_(x)|u|“2_1, V(x,u) € RN x R.

(f2) There existc; > 0,0 < ¢ <
such that

252, 1 < v < 2and small constants 0 < r < ry,

crlu|” < F(x,u) < cplul?, v < |u| <rp, ae xecRV,

where S5 i 1s the the best Sobolev constant from the working space E into L2(RN)
and F(x,u) = [, f(x,s)ds.
(f3) f(x,u) = —f(x,—u), forall (x,u) € RN xR.

Now, we state our main results.

Theorem 1.1. Assume conditions (V1) and (f1) — (f2) hold, then problem (1.1) has at
least two nontrivial solutions.

Theorem 1.2. Assume conditions (V1) and (f1) — (f3) hold, then problem (1.1) has at
least k distinct pairs of nontrivial solutions, where k € IN.

Remark 1.1. It is well known that for the quasilinear Schrédinger equation prob-
lem (1.1), we must overcome the difficulty that the energy functional is not well
defined due to the non-convex term A (u?)u , while in this paper, under the as-
sumptions (V;) and N < 6, we prove [pn |Vu|?u?dx < oo, which implies the
energy functional of problem (1.1) is well defined on our working space.

Notation 1.1. Throughout this paper, we shall denote by || - ||, the L"-norm and
C various positive generlc constants, which may vary from line to line. 2, = +o0
for N < 4and 2. = 2 for N > 5, is the critical Sobolev exponent. Also if we
take a subsequence of a sequence {u, } we shall denote it again by {u,}.
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2 Variational setting and preliminaries

Let

L'(RN) = {u: RN = R: uis measurable and /N lu|"dx < o0}, 1<r < oo,
R

with the norm
1

lulle = ([, luld)7.
H*(RN) := {u € L>(RY) : Vu, Au € L*(RN)}.
E_{ueHleNy/ X)uldx < +oo}.

Then, under the conditions (V;), E is a Hilbert space with the following inner
product and norm

(u,v)y = / N(AuAv + VuVo + V(x)uv)dx,
R

Jull = ([ (180 + [V 4 V() u)x) .

Moreover, we have the following compactness lemma from [3].

Lemma 2.1.([[3], Lemma 2.1]) Under the assumption (Vy), the embedding E — L' (RN)
is continuous for 2 < r < 2, and E < L"(RN) is compact for 2 < r < 2,.

Lemma 2.2. Under assumption (V1), (f1) and N < 6, the functional I : E — R defined
by
I(u) = %Hu”z—l—g/]RN u2]Vu|2dx—/]RN F(x, u)dx 2.1)

is well defined and of class C'(E,R) and
(I'(u),v) = (u,v) + K/ N(uv|Vu|2 +u?VuVo)dx — / Nf(x,u)vdx. (2.2)
R R

Moreover, the critical points of 1 in E are solutions of problem (1.1).
Proof . From (f ), one has

|F(x,u)| < c1(x)|u|* 4 cp(x)|u|*2, Y(x,u) € RN x R. (2.3)
Then, for any u € E, it follows from (V7), (2.3) and the Holder inequality that
/ IF(x, u)|dx < / (1 ()]t + o (x) u]*2] dx
]RN

2—u;

% / (x)|T “zdx)Tl(/]RN V(x)|u|2dX)% (2.4)

2 |[ul[*.

HMN HMNﬁ
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Next, we prove f]RN u?|Vu|?dx < +oo for every u € E. Firstly, we choose two
numbers p = 3and t = %. Then%—l—% =1,2<2p <2,and 2 < 2t < 2* for
N < 6. Then by Lemma 2.1 and the assumption of (V;), we have

ol = [ (18Ul + [Tul + [uf)ax

/ (1Au? 4+ [Vul*> + V (x)|u]*)dx = C|lul]?,

where C = max{1,1}.
Since H?(RN) = W?2(RN) — WM(RN), 2 < r < 2* and H2(RY) —
L'(RN), 2 <r <2, wehave

/ u?dx < +oo, / |Vu*dx < +oo.
RN RN
By Holder inequality and Lemma 2.1, we have
1 1
/ u?|Vu|*dx < (/ udex)P(/ |Vul*dx)t < 4o, (2.5)
RN RN RN

It follows from (2.4) and (2.5) that I is well defined on E.
Now, we prove that I € C!(E,R). Set

1
Dy (u) == / u?|Vu|*dx, ®p(u) = / F(x,u)dx.
2 JRN RN
)
have to prove that ®; € C!(E,R), i=1,2. By the proof of Lemma 2.2 in [3], it is

easy to verify that ®; € C!(E,R). Next, we prove (2.2) and ®, € C!(E,R).
For any function 0 : RN — (0,1), by (f1) and the Hélder inequality, we have

Then I(u) = J|lul|> 4+ x®P (1) — ®>(u). In order to prove I € C}(E,R), we only
e

max | f(x, u(x) + t0(x)v(x))v(x)|dx

RN te[0,1]

= [ max |f(x,u(x) + t0(x)v(x))[|o(x)[dx

RN te[0,1]

81 [ (G u3) + 00020l
sZaz [ (@@ ()57 + o) 5 o)

) 2, 31
<Y mad( / e >|2“fdx>T<ANV<X>|“<x>’2dX>2 (2:6)

i
<Y i [leil| 2 ([Jul|7 + [Jol[%TH][o]]
; 1
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Then, by (2.1), (2.6) and Lebesgue’s Dominated Convergence Theorem, we have

, o H(u+tv) — I(u)
(1'(1) ) = lim "2

= lim [(u,v) + E|]v| % + E/ (FPo?|Vol? + 2t20*VuVo + 2t2u0| Vo ?
t—0 2 2 JRN
+ 4tuoVuVo + tu?|Vo|? + to?| Vul? + 2u?VuVo + 2uv|Vu|?)
_ /]RN f(x,u+ 6tv)vdx]

= (u,v) + K/ (uo|Vul® + u>VuVo)dx —/ f(x, u)vdx.
RN RN

Therefore, it follows from Proposition 1.3 in [23] and (2.7) that (2.2) holds. Now,
we show that ®; € C!(E,R). Let u;, — u in E, then u,, — u in L2(R") and

(2.7)

lim u, = uae. x € RN (2.8)
n—oo
Now, we claim that
. . 2 _
nlgrolo o |f(x,un) — f(x,u)|"dx = 0. (2.9)

Otherwise, there exist a constant ¢y > 0 and a sequence {u,,;} such that
/ f ) — fx,u)Pdx > e, Vi€ N (2.10)
R
In fact, since uy —> u in L?(RV), passing to a subsequence if necessary, it can
be assumed that 2 lupi — ul|5 < +o0. Set w(x) = (X |uyi(x) — u(x)|2)%, then
i=1
w(x) € L>(RN), EV1dently
F e i) = fx,u) 2
< 20f (x, i) [* + 21 f (x, )2
< 4o er ()P [ 7Y - [P0 D)]

- aadlea) 1) 4 )

Z4”‘1+4 Jad|cj(x)]? [t — 2@V 4 Ju 2= D)] (2.11)

MN

(4% + )az]e;(x) P [Jw () PO+ u2571)]
j=1

=h(x), Vie N, x ¢ RN
and

/N 2 (4% + 4)a / 0 () P Jew () 25D [ua2®~1)] e
R

2

2(a;—1) (2.12)
24“f+4 el (ol 3"+ [l 37
= i

< —i—OO.
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It follows from (2.11), (2.12) and the Lebesgue’s Dominated Convergence Theo-
rem, we have

[ FCeten) = £ e ) P =,

which is a contradiction with (2.10). Hence (2.9) holds. Then, by (2.2), (2.9) and
®; € C}(E,R), we have

(I'(up) — I'(u),v)

(ty — u,v) —l—K/]RN (|tn|*Vuy — [u*Vu) - Vodx
—i—K/]RN (|Vun|*un — |Vul?u) - vdx

= [ [ = flx,wlodx

< ||y —ul|]|o|| + |K/ (Jtn|*Vy — [u|*Vu) - Vodx
RN

+K/IRN (| Vi [Pun — |Vul*u)vdx|

_1 1
Fab ([ 1 G = ) Pdx) o]
— 0, asn — oo,

which implies that I € C!(E, R). Moreover, by a standard argument, it is easy to
verify that the critical points of I in E are solutions of problem (1.1). The proof is
complete. n

We will use Morse theory in combination with local linking arguments to ob-
tain the critical points of I, so we recall the following definitions and results.

Definition 2.1. Let E be a real reflexive Banach space. We say that I satisfies
the (PS)-condition, i.e. every sequence {u,} C E satisfying I(u,) bounded and
lim, 0 I' () = 0 contains a convergent subsequence.

Let E be a real Banach space and I € C}(E,R). K = {u € E : I'(u) = 0},
then the gth critical group of I at an isolated critical point u € K with I(u) = c is
defined by

Co(Lu) == H(I'nNU, I°'NU\{u}), q€eN:={0,1,2,---},

where I° = {u € E : I(u) < c}, U is a neighborhood of u, containing the unique
critical point, H, is the singular relative homology with coefficient in an Abelian
group G.

We say that u € E is a homological nontrivial critical point of I if at least one
of its critical groups is nontrivial.

Now, we present the following propositions that will be used later.

Theorem 2.1 ([9], Theorem 2.1 ). Assume that I has a critical point u = 0 with I(0) =
0. Suppose that I has a local linking at 0 with respectto E =V @ W, k =dim V < oo,
that is, there exists p > 0 small such that

I(u) <0, ueV, |ul<p
I(u) >0, ueW, 0<|ul<p.
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Then Cy(1,0) 2 0, hence 0 is a homological nontrivial critical point of I.

Theorem 2.2 ([9], Theorem 2.1). Let E be a real Banach space and let I € C'(E,R)
satisfy the (PS)-condition and is bounded from below. If I has a critical point that is
homological nontrivial and is not a minimizer of I, then I has at least three critical points.

Theorem 2.3 ([15], Theorem 9.1). Let E be a real Banach space, I € C'(E,R) with I
even, bounded from below, and satisfying (PS)-condition. Suppose 1(0) = 0, there is a
set K C E such that K is homeomorphic to S/~ by an odd map, and supy I < 0. Then I
possesses at least j distinct pairs of critical points.

3 Proofs of main results

In this section, we will prove Theorem 1.1 and Theorem 1.2. To complete the
proof, we need the following lemmas.

Lemma 3.1. Assume that (V1), (f1) and N < 6 hold, then I is bounded from below and
satisfies the (PS) condition.

Proof . By Lemma 2.1, (f1), the Sobolev embedding theorem and the Holder
inequality, we have

1 K
I(u) = EHu||7-—i—E/]RNL[z’VuFdx—/]RNF(x,u)dx

1
> llulP - [ Fxwdx
2 RN
> 1||u|| —/ c (x)|u|”‘1dx—/ co(x)|u|*2dx G1)
Z 5 - kv 2
1, n & —u &
> 5 llull ) az [eil | 2_[luf|*,

i=1

which implies that I(#) — 400, as n — oo, since a1, ay € (1,2). Consequently,
I is bounded from below.

Next, we prove that I satisfies the (PS) condition. Assume that {u,} is a (PS)
sequence of I such that I(u,) is bounded and ||I'(u,)|| — 0,as n — oco. Then, it
follows from (3.1) that there exists a constant C > 0 such that

tn]l2 < a7 |Jun]| < C, n€N. (3.2)
Then by Lemma 2.1, there exists u € E such that
u, ~u in E,

u, — u in L°(RY), s €[2,2), (3.3)

Uy, —> U a.e. RN,
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Therefore

/IRN (|tn[*Vuy — [ul*Vu) - V (uy — u)dx

:/ (]un|2—]u!z)VunV(un—u)dx—l—/ |V (it — u)[Pdx
RN RN

> /]RN (|Mn|2 — |u|2)VunV(un —u)dx

> —/RN(Iun—ul(lun|+IMI)IVunIIV(Mn—u)I)dx

> ([ = )5 ([ (] + ]} odx)

= RN T Ry

X (/]RN|vurz’3dx)%(/]RN|v(un —u)]3dx)%

> —Cl|uy —ull¢ =0, n— oo.

(3.4)

Analogously, we have

/IRN (Vg [Pun — |Vul?u) - (uy — u)dx

- /]RN (|Vun|2 _ ’Vu|2)u(un —u)dx + /]RN |Vun’2|(un — u)Ide

> = [ (190l [T it —
RN
1 1 1
= —(/RNlun—ul6dx)6(/RN |u|6dx)6(/]RN|Vun|3dx)3 (3.5)
1 1 1
- (/]RNWn—ude)é(/]RN |u|6dx)6(/]RN|Vu|3dx)3

> —Cl|lup —ulle = 0, n— oo

On the other hand, for any given € > 0, by (f1) , we can choose R, > 0 such that

2—u;

2 4
( / o(x)|Fodx) T <6, i=1,2. (3.6)
|x|>R¢
It follows from (3.3) that there exists 1y > 0 such that

/| . luy — ul?dx < €2, forn > ny. (3.7)
x|<Re
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Therefore, by (f1), (3.2), (3.7) and the Holder inequality, for any n > 1y, one has
[ 1) = £ ) g =l
|x[<Re
1 1
< Juy) — fx,u)|d 7/ — ul?dx)?
< (g o) = F)Pd) ([ o — )

<el [ 20f o) +1f Gl

NI—

42a/ i (O 205+ |20 x]

|x|<R

< Ce Zt><2||cz||2
171

1
< Cel Y- el P (€20 o )]

17

_ L 1
<||un||2“l Y u) )2

For another, for n € IN, it follows from (f1), (3.2), (3.6) and Holder inequality that
[ o) = £l ) g — uldx
|x|>R¢
<)o /x e o) | (foa 1 ] ([t ] + ] ) dx

2 2y . .
< 22&(/ i ()| idx) 7 ([Junl [y + [ully)
i=1 |X‘>R€
2 2—a; (39)
<2y wl( [ la(ol=adx) (o [fullf)
i=1 |X‘>R5
2
<2y a;(CY + [ully)
i=1
Since ¢ is arbitrary, combining (3.8) and (3.9), we have
lim (f(x,un) — f(x,u))(uy —u)dx = 0. (3.10)

n—oo JIRN
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Then by (2.2), (3.4), (3.5), (3.10) and the weak convergence of {u, }, one has
0n(1) = (I'(uy) — I'(u), upy — u)
= ]RN|A(un—u)|2dx+/ \V(uy, —u 2dx—|—/ Uy — u)>dx
-I—K/]RN (Jtn|*Vuy — [u*Vu) - V (uy — u)dx
2, 2N
—|—K/]RN (|Vun|*up — |Vul®u) - (uy — u)dx
o e ) = £ 1)) (0 — )i
> Hun—qu—l—K/ (u2 — u?)VuV (u, — u)dx+
RN
K/ (V|2 = [V e (uty — )dx
RN
— [ FG) = £l ) (0 — )
= [[un —ul|* +04(1),

which implies that u, — u in E. Therefore, I satisfies the (PS) condition. The
proof is complete. n

We choose an orthogonal basis {e]} of E and define X; := span{e;},
i=1,2,-, Y= @jﬁ:lxj, Zy =0 & 1 Xj, then E = Y; & Z.

Lemma 3.2. Suppose that the conditions of Theorem 1.1 are satisfied, then
Cyx(1,0) 22 0.

Proof. It follows from (f1) that the zero function is a critical point of I. So we only
need to prove that I has a local linking at 0 with respect to E = Yj @ Z.

Step 1: Take u € Yy, since Y is finite dimensional, we have that for given r,
there exists 0 < p < 1 small such that

ueYy, |ull<p=lu<r, xecRN

For0 < r <rg,letQ; = {x € RV : |u(x)| < r} Oy = {x e RN : 7 < |u(x)| <o},
O3 = {x € RN : Ju(x)| > ro}, then RN = [J7_, Q;. For the sake of simplicity, let
G(x,u) = F(x,u) — c1|u|". Therefore, from (fz) it follows that

1 K
I(u) = §||u‘|2—|—E/H{NuﬂVu’?-dx—/]RNclqudx— (/fz1+ . Qg) G(x, u)dx
L2 4
< Z||lu||* 4+ C|lu —/ cu%lx—/Gx,udx.
< P+ clulf = [ euprdr = [ Glxu)

Note that the norms on Yj are equivalent to each other, ||u||, is equivalent to
lul| and [, G(x,u)dx — Oasr — 0. Since 0 < 7 < 2, then I(u) < 0, for all

u € Yy with [[u]| <p.
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Step 2: Take u € Zj, since the embedding E — L? is continuous, we have that
for given g, there exists 0 < p < 1 small such that

ez, |ull<p=lul<ro xeRV.

Therefore, it follows from (f,) that

1
1) 2 llulP = [ coluldx
RN
1 1
> Sl =l = o.

Therefore, we complete the proof due to Theorem 2.1. n

Proof of Theorem 1.1. By Lemma 3.1, I satisfies the (PS)-condition and is bounded
from below. By Lemma 3.2 and Theorem 2.1, the trivial solution u = 0 is homo-
logical nontrivial and is not a minimizer. Then Theorem 1.1 follows immediately
from Theorem 2.2. [ |

Proof of Theorem 1.2. By (f3), we can easily check that the functional I is even.
Lemma 3.1 shows that [ satisfies the (PS)-condition and is bounded from below.
Forp > 0,let K = S, = {u € Yj : ||u|| = p}. Thus, just as shown in the proof of
Lemma 3.2, if p > 0 is small enough, we have that

sup I(u) < 0.
K

By the definition of Y}, we have dim Y = k, then by Theorem 2.3, we have that I
has at least k distinct pairs of critical points. Therefore, problem (1.1) has at least
k distinct pairs of solutions. n
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