Tohoku Math. J.
51 (1999), 35-53

THE SPLITTING AND DEFORMATIONS OF THE GENERALIZED
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Abstract. We show that a non-conformal harmonic map from a Riemann surface
into the Euclidean n-sphere can be considered as a component of minimal surfaces in
higher dimensional spheres. In the same principle, we show that the generalized Gauss
map of constant mean curvature surfaces in the 3-sphere globally splits into two
non-conformal harmonic maps into the 2-sphere. Using this, we obtain examples of
non-trivial harmonic map deformations for compact Riemann surfaces of arbitrary
positive genus. In particular, we give a lower bound for the nullity (as harmonic maps)
of the generalized Gauss map of compact CMC surfaces in the 3-sphere. Furthermore,
we obtain an affirmative answer to Lawson’s conjecture for superconformal minimal
surfaces in 4m-spheres.

1. Introduction. In this paper, we are interested in constant mean curvature
surfaces including minimal surfaces in the 3-sphere, which we call CMC surfaces for
short.

A harmonic map ¢ from a Riemann surface M into the Euclidean sphere S" or
into the complex projective space CP" is associated with two important families of
maps, the harmonic sequence {¢;} and the associated S'-family {¢°}. Using the latter,
we construct a harmonic map ¢ into higher dimensional spheres or complex projective
spaces, by taking direct product S"(c;) x - - - x S"(¢,)=S¥"* V"1 or C"*' —{0} x - - - x
C"*'—{0}/~ cCP*"* D=1 and defining a map by ¢=(1//c,¢", ..., 1/J/c,d?)=
®§=1 ¢%/\/c; where Y 1/c;=1, or by ¢=[(f, ..., £*)] using local sections f*’s of
¢%’s (cf. [L2], [M]). In [M], we investigated superconformal harmonic maps in this
method, while we now apply it to the CMC surface theory.

Choosing suitable 0;’s, we find a harmonic map & having the isotropy dimension
larger than that of ¢ (Theorem 3.4). An easy application of this yields conformal
harmonic maps from a non-conformal harmonic map (Corollary 3.5). Even the simplest
case implies an interesting result:

COROLLARY 3.2. Let ¢ be a non-conformal harmonic map into S*. Then
G=(p®P™//2 is a minimal surface in S°.

This turns out to be the splitting of the bipolar surface in [L1] of a minimal
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surfacein S (see Theorem 5.3). In fact, because of Gr; (R*)=S? x S?, the global splitting
of the generalized Gauss map of a surface in R* would be obvious (cf. [HO]). We
clarify this splitting for CMC surfaces in S* by connecting directly the generarized
Gauss map with the adapted secondary Gauss map (for the definition, see §4).

THEOREM 6.2. For a CMC-h surface \y: M — S?, there exists a pair of non-con-
formal harmonic maps ¢, $*°: M — S? such that the generalized Gauss map W of  splits
into (¢ ® qﬁze)/ﬁ . In fact, ¢ is the adapted secondary Gauss map of Y, and 0 is given
by cos™'\Jh*[(h*+1). Moreover,  can be deformed into ¢ andjor ¢*° through
harmonic maps ¢2° =cossp@®sins$?’ into S°.

The deformation of harmonic maps is important in investigating the moduli spaces.
For harmonic maps from a compact Riemann surface with genus greater than one,
nothing is known except some existence theorems (cf. [L1], [K1], [K2]). When we
apply the theorem to the generalized Gauss map of Lawson’s compact minimal surfaces
in S3, we obtain examples of non-trivial global deformations of harmonic maps from
a compact Riemann surface of arbitrary positive genus. As an application, we show
that the nullity (as harmonic maps) of the generalized Gauss map of CMC surfaces (of
positive genus) in S is at least 16. The classifying problem of surfaces having Gauss
map with small Killing nullity would be interesting.

Recently, Aiyama and Akutagawa [AA] obtain Kenmotsu-Bryant type represen-
tation formula of CMC surfaces in S3, using the framing matrix and the secondary
Gauss map. After we obtain our theorem, we know that the first statement of Theorem
6.2 independently follows from their argument. However, our idea comes from the
splitting of harmonic maps in various dimensional spheres as in Theorem 3.4.

Eventually, a global correspondence between CMC surfaces in RP? and a pair of
associated non-conformal harmonic maps into S? is obtained in [AAMU].

Another application of our argument is to show:

THEOREM 7.3. A full superconformal minimal surface in S*™ cannot be isometric
to a minimal surface in S3.

This generalizes the result by Sakaki [S] for minimal surfaces in $* and gives a
partial answer to Lawson’s conjecture [L2], together with the odd dimensional case
given in [M, Corollary 6.6].

The author is very grateful to the referee for his useful suggestions.

2. Preliminaries. For details in this section, see [M, Part II]. We denote by S"(c)
the n-dimensional Euclidean sphere of radius 1 /ﬁ and S"=S"(1). Let ¢: M — S" be
a harmonic map from a Riemann surface M into S”. Let U be a simply connected open
domain of M with a complex parameter z, and put d=0/0z. Then we have

2.1) (p,d>=1, <0¢,d>=<0¢,d>=0,
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(2.2) 00p=—|091*,

where ( , ) is the complex-linearly extended inner product. Moreover, defining

¢0=¢
2.3
3 {¢,+1=a¢j—alog|¢j|2¢j,
we obtain

i 16,1
2.4 S = ——Pil
e RPN

When we put w;=log| ¢;|, the integrability condition dd¢ j=56¢ ; is given by
(2.5) 200w;—e*MiriTW) p 2T =0, jeZ,

which is known as the 2-dimensional affine Toda equations. Periodic solutions to this,
(for instance, a solution to the sinh-Gordon equation (4.9), (7.1)), correspond to
superconformal harmonic maps into odd-dimensional spheres (cf. [M, §6]).

Because of the reality of ¢, we get inductively:

b .
2.6 ==y z.
(2.6) ¢-;=(=1) 0.1 Jje

The quadratic differential ¢,dz2=<{¢,, ¢,>dz? is holomorphic by (2.1), and is called
the (first) Hopf differential. The isotropy dimension r of ¢ is defined by
¢i:<¢i’¢i>503 fOr lslsrs and <¢r+l’¢r+l>$0'

Then, ¢, dz***1 is a holomorphic differential by (2.3) and (2.4), and is called the
(r+1)-st Hopf differential. Note that ¢ is conformal if »>1, and recall that a full
map ¢ is superminimal if r = oo, and superconformal if ¥=m — 1, when n=2m or 2m—1.

3. Construction of minimal surfaces from a non-conformal harmonic map.

Fact 3.1 (cf. [M, Theorem 10.1]). Let ¢: U—S*™ be a full superconformal
harmonic map. Then g=(p® ¢™)/\/2 : U— S*"*1 is a harmonic map whose isotropy
dimension is 2m—1.

A non-conformal harmonic map into S? is superconformal, hence we get im-
mediately:

COROLLARY 3.2. From a non-conformal harmonic map ¢: M — S?, we obtain an
S'-family of minimal surfaces ¢°=(¢p°@® ¢p°*™)/ /2 : U—S*, 0€[0,2n), of isotropy
dimension 1.

To obtain more general results, we show:

PrROPOSITION 3.3. Let ¢: M — S" be a non-superminimal harmonic map of isotropy
dimension r with the (r+1)-st Hopf differential ¢. Let U be a contractible domain of M.
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Then the associated S*-family consists of harmonic maps ¢°: U— S" of isotropy dimension
r with the (r +1)-st Hopf differential ¢°, satisfying
(3.1 |} 1=10;1, JjeZ,
(3.2) 0’=e"p .
If this is shown, we obtain:

THEOREM 3.4. Let ¢: M — S" be a non-superminimal harmonic map of isotropy
dimension r and let {$°®} be the S'-family of harmonic maps of isotropy dimension r. Then
for any k>2,

1 k
$=77 @ ¢l: U— Sknt1)—1

\/;1=1

P'=0%, 0,=2nl/k ,
is a harmonic map of isotropy dimension at least r+ 1.

COROLLARY 3.5. From a non-conformal harmonic map ¢: M — S", we obtain an

S -family of minimal surfaces
al): 1k> é¢l: U_,sk(n#—l)*l
\/ k 1=1

for any k=2, where ¢'=¢®, 0,=0+2nl/k, 00, 2m).

ReEMark. (1) A non-conformal harmonic map into a sphere is thus characterized
as a component of a minimal surface of higher-dimensional spheres.

(2) The image of ¢ lies in S"(k)x - - - x S"(k)c S¥"+* D=1 but is not necessarily
full.

(3) A similar argument implies that we can construct harmonic maps into
complex projective space, having larger isotropy dimension than the original one.

PrOOF OF THEOREM 3.4. By Proposition 3.3, we have
(B}, ¢7>=0, j=Ll....r
and @%dz20*V=¢%pdz2"*V, Since each ¢? satisfies the harmonic map equation
009°=—1¢71°4°,
and since |¢?|>=e?** does not depend on 6, ¢ satisfies the harmonic map equation.
Moreover,

implies
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” 1 &
<¢r+1’ ¢r+1>=7 z elngo—O >
k =1
which means that the isotropy dimension of ¢ is not less than r+1. O

Proposition 3.3 might be well-known, but we show the proof for completeness.

PrROOF OF PROPOSITION 3.3. Let w: SO(n+1)—S" be the orthonormal frame
bundle of S”, and take a framing of ¢ by orthonormalizing (¢,, Ro,, Id:, ..., Rd,m
£3¢,,), where n+1=2m+¢, e=0or 1, and Re; (3¢, respectively) denotes the real part
(the imaginary part, respectively) of ¢, Extending SO(n+1) to SO(n+1)¢ and
orthonormalizing (¢, 1, @1 P25 ...s P €p_,), We obtain the SO(n+1)€
framing @ =(uy, 44, ..., u,). Recall that any 2r+2 consecutive maps in the harmonic
sequence are mutually orthogonal (cf. [BW, Theorem 2.4]). When r=0, putting

¢=<¢,, ¢, we have
z T -
u0:¢0, ulz’fbilfv u2=——|(‘#i'—‘_~<_¢l+ (p12u1>,....
[¢1] o —lel? (o1 [yl
Thus we get Oug=|¢lu;, and <{0u,,iyy=—<u,,0uyy=—¢/|¢,|, and hence
so(n+ 1)¢-valued 1-form o=@~ 'd® = Adz+ Bdz, B= —'A4 is given by

0 —ofry x -+ %
(3.3) A=1]0 * ,
0
where r;=e""""'. Let g=p @ be the symmetric decomposition of g=so(n+ 1) for

5 ’ hEIB F 1S gl cn b)
é

Let a =y, + oy +a;, be the decomposition of « into the p'**®, h and p'®" components,
respectively. Then the extended framing @, is given by integrating

’CGR"}.

(3.4) a,=A" oy +ay+ A, AeSt,
where
0 —Andz—(A"Yolr)dz - %
A7 rdz+(A@)ry)dz
A7 a4 Aoy = *
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Using
-1
U=('1 0>6U(n+1),
0 I
we obtain
0 —rdz—(A"2/r)dz * - %
ridz 4+ (A%@/r)dz
Ad U™ 'y + day) = %
.
or
0 —i7pfr, x ok
ry
(3.5 AdUA)=1] 0 *

0

By this, the harmonic map ¢*=no®, satisfies |p{|=r,=|¢,|. Since all |$}|* are
determined from two consecutive ones by (2.5), and we have | ¢ |>=1, we obtain (3.1).
Comparing (3.3) and (3.5), we know that ¢* is non-conformal and has the Hopf
differential 1~ ?¢. Thus putting A~ 2=¢", ¢°=¢* satisfies (3.1) and (3.2).

When r>1, ¢ is lifted up to a unique primitive map ¥ into the flag manifold
F (SN =SO0(n+1)/(SOQ2) x - - -SOQ2) x SO(n—2r)) (cf. [B, Theorem 3.2]), by ¢y =, =
Y,c - - cy,) where

Yj(z)=span c{¢:(z), 1 <i<j} =(T,,SMC, zeU, j=1,...,r.

A primitive map exists in an S*-family y° (cf. [BP, 3.3, p. 247]), and by [BP, Theorem
3.7], using the projection w: F'(S")— S”, we obtain an S'-family of harmonic maps
¢°=woy®, which, by construction, has isotropy dimension r. We show that ¢° satisfies
(3.1) and (3.2). The SO(n+1)¢ framing ¥ = (uy, u;, . . ., u,) satisfies

(3.6) “2j—1=—¢‘j*, u2j=h=(_1)jﬂ, 1<j<r, uz = Ores .
|5l lé-;l |51 Koy
CLamM.  We have
(3.7 Ouyj 1 =Tjyqlgjs g +0Wily;— g, Jj=1...r,
(3.8) OUy ;=T Uy - 1)—OW;jlly; , j=1,...,r,

{O0Uyy 41y Uy =0 for 1<i<n—2r, 0<k<2r—1,
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_1)r+1 % N
[ @11 brs 1

Indeed, the first two are easily obtained from (3.6) using (2.3) and (2.4). Note that
uy;=(—1yiy;_y, j=1,...,r. For 1<k=2j—1<2r—1, we have

(Ouy, s alj—-1>:<au2r+ia (— l)ju2j>=(_ 1)j+ 1<u2r+i9 au2j>

=(_l)j+1<u2r+i’ rjuZ(j—l)_awju2j>

Uy, 41, Uy =(

=Upyipy Py j—3+0Wjty ;1> =0
by (3.8), and for 0<k=2j<2(r—1),

Oty 11y > = Bttzyiy (— Wity 1> =(—= 1V 1ty iy Otz 1
=(—=1Y " gy iy Fjoslaju s +0WjUy 5y )
=CUypiis Tjs 1+ 1) —OWjit;) =0

by (3.7). Finally,

OUgps gy gy =(— 1Y lpyi gy Py qlay sy +OW U, — 1)

— _lr+1 ‘(pw ,
( ) |¢r”¢r+1‘

and we obtain the claim.
Put ¥~ 'd¥ = Adz+ Bdz, B= —'4. Then we get

0 M, 0 - - .. 0
No Ky . :
0 N, . M;
A=| 1 - K ,
N; M, 0
K, M,
0 0 N K.,

where

00 ,
M;=0 ry), Mj=<0 r>, J=2,...,r
j

0 0 - 0
Mr+1=< b1 >,
(=" o/l | ppia| * - %
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rr+10
r 0 0 ¥ 0
No=("'), N,= o), N=( T ), i=1,...,r—1
° <0> Do i <o o)’
0 0

Kj=<awj 0 )’ j=19""r,
0 —ow;

and K, ., is an (n—2r) x (n—2r) matrix, N, is an (n— 2r) X 2 matrix.

Let g=m@*t be the homogeneous decomposition of so(n+1) for F'(S"), and
decompose the g€-valued 1-form a=¥ ~'d¥ =), + o+, into the m*?, f and m®"
components, respectively. Then the f component of A4 consists of K, ..., K, ; and the
rest is the m component. ¥, is given by integrating

R " 1
X, =H Oty F Ol + Uy ,ueS ’

which yields y*=n"o ¥, where n": SO(n+ 1) - F'(S") is the coset projection, and further
¢F=woyy*. Let

1 0 - o 0
0o u - :

U=|: - . . |eUn+))
: u o0
0 - - 0 U,,

where

j O r+1
Uj:<# _.)s j:1"~-sra Ur+1:<# 0 )’ 'ueSl'
0 u J 0 In—2r—1

Then we get

0 M, O 0
N, K,
0 N, M;
Ad U4,)= K; . ,
N; M, 0
: o K My
0O - - - 0 N K.

where

, _< 0 0 .- ())
SRR E VAT s PR [ NS R A
Comparing M,,, with M/, ,, we obtain | ¢! |=|¢;|, and ¢* has the (r+1)-st Hopf
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differential u~2"*Y¢. Then for e¥=p"2"*1Y, $%=¢* satisfies (3.1) and (3.2). Finally
comparing @, given by integrating (3.4) with ¥,, we obtain Ad U¥Y ,=Ad V®,, where

o vy . :
L : A0 ,
V= . . . . : EU(n+1)5 VJ: - b J:Iw"-,r’

. O i 1

; v, 0

0o --- 0 Vr+l
y _(A 0 )
T 0 In*2r—l ,

and A=p""leSt O

COROLLARY 3.6. The S'-family of harmonic maps obtained by projecting the
S*-family of primitive maps coincides with the S'-family obtained from the extended
framing (3.4).

4. CMC-surface theory and the natural Lawson correspondence. A non-conformal
harmonic map ¢: M — S? is locally the Gauss map of a CMC surface in R3. More
generally, by [L1, Theorem 8], we obtain S*-families of isometric CMC-,/H? — ¢ surfaces
{Wly: U-S3c), 0€[0,2n)} for any H#0 and ¢c<H? from ¢ (we do not treat the
hyperbolic case ¢ <0 here).

We briefly review this fact. We fix the orientations of M and R*, and use the star
operator * of R* to identify R*= A3R*, x A’R*= A?R*. For an isometric immersion

{wo: M —R?
V.. M—S3%c), ¢>0,

with metric ds?=2F|dz|?, we define its unit normal vector by

The CMC-H, surface equation for . where Hfz\/HZ—c is given by
4.1) 0.+ Foy.=H.FjX .
Define the quadratic differential Q= pdz?* by

1
4.2) ﬁ=<62‘pw ‘//;k>=?(ﬁu_ﬁzz_2iﬁ12),
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where f;; is the coefficients of the second fundamental form with respect to z=x, +ix,.

We have

43) o~ "L oy=pu

4.4) opx= —Hca.//c—% o,

(4.5) |oy* 2= H2F+ 21 'W

4.6) Cour, opry=2Hp

4.7) ooy ¥ = — <H2F+ Ll >;//C* +H.cRy, .

Note that when H.c=0, y* is harmonic by (4.5) and (4.7). As is well-known, f is
holomorphic for any ¢ by (4.1), (4.2) and (4.4). Now, taking an oriented framing

{@0 =(5¢o, 5\#0, ‘/’3‘)
¢C=(¢C’ all/w g‘//c’ lﬁ(‘*) 2 c>0 9

consider the system of ordinary differential equations

00, =d A,
(4.8) B
0P.=d.B..
From (4.1), (4.3) and (4.4), we easily obtain
0 0 —cF O 0 —cF
1 OF/F —
AC= / O Hc 'Y Bcz O 0
0 0 0 —p/F 1 0
0 B HF 0 0 HF

0 0
0 —pIF
OF)F —H. |

B 0

where we ignore the first column and row when ¢=0. The integrability condition of

(4.8) is 04, —0B.—[A., B.]=0 which turns out to be
4.9) 200w+ (c+HYe? —|B|?e =0,

where we put F=|dy,|>=e?". When either one of H=H, and B does not vanish
identically, ®, can be rewritten as a framing of a harmonic map ¢:=y§: M — S? by
(4.4). This means that when we are given a non-conformal harmonic map ¢: M — S?
with a real number H? and a holomorphic function B satisfying {d¢, 0¢ > =2Hf, and

if we define F by

(4.10) |0¢|*= H2F+Iﬁ|2
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w = (log F)/2 must be a solution of

(4.9 200w+ H2e® —|f|2e"2=0 .

Then putting H>=H?+c and B’=e™ B, we obtain an S*-family of CMC-,/H?—c¢
surfaces Y2, in S3(c), ce[0, H*], 6€[0, 2n), having the metric ds*=2F|dz|* and the
differential Q%=p%-z?. We call ¢, the associated CMC-,/H*—c surfaces of ¢.
(Note: Fis chosen in two ways. The corresponding CMC surfaces form a Bonnet pair.)

REMARK. By the homothety x— Ax in R*, the mean curvature of a surface changes
h — h/A. Thus a different choice H' instead of H yields a CMC-,/(H’)? — ¢’ surface ¢ 5.
in S3c’) which is homothetic to a CMC-\/H?—c surface ¥’y in S3(c), where
c/c’'=(H/H')*.

We do not treat the case where ¢ is holomorphic or anti-holomorphic, which
occurs when H =0, hence for the moment, we put H>=1 and ¥/ =y ;. The associated
surfaces {Y¢} have two parameters ¢ and 0. We define a one-parameter subset {y/7,
ozcos"\/li:é} consisting of surfaces naturally corresponding to each other in the
following sense. When y,: U— R? is a CMC-1 surface having the second fundamental
form (B;;), we define the naturally corresponding minimal surface in S* by

Yt U—-S3.

Then, the differential Q™2 is given by if=(2f8,, +i(B11 — B2.))/4, so that Y ? has the
second fundamental form

1y Bi2 —(B11—B22)2
(Bij)= :
_(ﬂll_BZZ)/z ——Bll
Similarly, we define the naturally corresponding CMC-,/1 —c surface in S3(c) by
Y U—-S3c), o=cos ' J/l—c,
which has the second fundamental form

cy__ ﬁll ﬂll . plz _(ﬁll—ﬁZZ)/z
(ﬁ”’)'“”(ﬁu /fn)“m”(—(ﬂ“—ﬁn)/z s )

of which the mean curvature is given by
1
iF Tr(;)=coso=./1—c.

We say elements in {§/J, =cos™ '/l —c} are in natural Lawson correspondence. In
this paper, we call ¢ the adapted secondary Gauss map of y? for each ¢, i.e. the Gauss
map ¢ of Y is called the adapted secondary Gauss map of ¢ for 0<c<1.

5. A local behavior. Put y,=y° for simplicity. When ¢>0, we define the
generalized Gauss map of . by
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D=/ chnyd: M>S*.
Since .= (0. A O.)/iF, we may put
Vo=¢p: M—S?.
The map . is a map into the oriented Grassmannian Gr; (R*) =~ S%(2) x S%(2) (cf. [HO)),

but we consider it as a map into S° because:

Lemma 5.1 l/7€=\/_c" Y. AYX: U= S?® is a harmonic map satisfying

> 2 [BI?
(5.1) [0y |*=F+ 7
s 117~
(5.2) oy, = <F+ 7 )Wc
(5.3) (O 0Fy=2Hp, H=1-c
(54) <a 2&& a2$c> =4ﬁ2(1 _26)—2Hcﬁ<’alf‘>2

(5.5) <63{ﬁc,03$c>=8HC(1——4c)B3+4(20—1)ﬁ2< a;F +62<1>F>+2Hfﬂ62F62<;>,

B

where in (5.5), we use coordinates so that B is constant.

REMARK. (1) By (5.1)~(5.3), ¥, is regularly minimal with respect to the induced
metric (the bipolar surface in [L17), and ¥, is non-conformal harmonic for 0<c<1.
In this paper, we occasionally regard the generalized Gauss map as a harmonic map
into S°.

(2) For ¢f, (5.1)~(5.5) hold if we replace 8 by e™B.

ProorF. When ¢=0, (5.1)~(5.3) follows from (4.5)~(4.7), while for (5.4) and
(5.5), see the proof of Lemma 5.2. When ¢>0, put .=y, Ay*. Using (4.1) and
(4.3)~(4.7), we obtain,

(56) 5‘&4.‘:6‘/4'/\wc*_chcAawc_%.//cAg‘//c
2 __85 *_Eé 0
(57) a ll’c" F alﬁc/\‘//c F 6wc/\0!//c

. OF B -
—ZHcﬂwc—Hchpc A aWC“'a(—F‘,)!/jc A al/’c
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. (8°F
37
(58) & .p_( r

+(—2cﬁ—Hﬂ;5+2Hfﬁ>w a¢c+<2—§ﬂ B2—52<%>>¢c A,

_2_ﬁ,i ‘/jc* A E‘ﬁc

- 4Hcﬂ>awc A wc*

where in (5.8), we use coordinates so that f is constant. Thus noting that §,=./¢ .,
we obtain (5.1)~(5.5).

Because of Corollary 3.2, it is natural to ask the relationship between v, and
P =(¢p®¢p)/\J2 : U- S*for ¢, $* belonging to the S'-family of the secondary Gauss
map of ¥,.

LeEmMMA 5.2. Let ¢: M — S? be the Gauss map of a CMC-1 surface : M — R?
with F=|oy|*> and =<0y, ¢>. Then ¢°=(p® ) /\/2 U—-S% wel0,2n), is a

harmonic map satisfying

2 2 lﬁl2
(5.9) |0¢° 12 =]0¢ > = 7
(5.10) aa‘&%-( L >¢‘°
(5.11) 0°, 0> =P(1+¢')
. s ) [ OF\?
(5.12) (32, 02¢ > =2p%(1 +e%*)—p(1 +elw)<7)

2
(5.13) (03¢®, 03¢y =4B>(1+e>)—2p(1 +e2iw)<Faz<%>+ 6FF>

+ﬂ62F02<%>(1 Lel),

where we use coordinates so that f is constant.
Proor. Differentiating

B

(4.4) 0p=—0Yo— 7

o
and using (4.1) and (4.3), we obtain

52¢=—a—£0¢o—2ﬁ¢—0<ﬂ>5¢o

as¢=<—aFF+2ﬁ>awo—<aZ(é> 2 )wo,
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from which follows

%, al¢>=2{2ﬂ2—ﬂ(a§) }

3 1 0°F 1
<63¢’63¢>=2{4B —2BZ<F62<F)+ - >+ﬁ(62F)<62<F>>}.

Then noting {d¢*, d¢*» =2e'p, we obtain the lemma.

THEOREM 5.3. Let ¢p: U— S? be a non-conformal harmonic map with the Hopf
differential 2Pdz?>={0¢, d¢)dz>. Take c€[0,n/2] satisfying cosc=./1—c, and let
W2 : U— S3(c) be an isometric CMC-,/1 — ¢ surface associated with ¢ having Q° = e fdz>.
Let (Y 2)* be the unit normal vector. Then the harmonic map

Pe= ey AO*: U>S?®

is congruent to the harmonic map

. 1
Fr= = (0@ *): US>,
V2
Proor. This follows from Bolton and Woodward’s congruence theorem in [BW,

Theorem 4.1] and from Lemmas 5.1 and 5.2. Indeed, by (5.1) and (5.9), and by the
congruence theorem, it is sufficient to prove that

OIS, 007y =<dIp*, 3'¢*y  for j=1,2,3.

Noting Remark (2) after Lemma 5.1 and 2 cos ae™=1+e2*, we obtain from (5.3) and
(5.11),

(5.14) (o2, 0yly=2H,e"f=2cosaef=(1+e>)B={0p>’, 0d>"> .
From (5.4) and (5.12), using (5.14), we get

7 7 - ; OF \?

Oe, 0% 2y =4e*" cos 2682 —2e'” [ﬁ<7>

2

=2(1+e4ia)ﬁz_(l+eZia)ﬁ<_a§>

=<62$2a, 82$20> .
Similarly, from (5.5) and (5.13), we get

2
032, 032> =8cosa(l —4sin? g)e > —4cos 2ani“ﬁ2<~aTF+6z<%>F>
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+2cosce'° B2 Fo 2(%—)

=4(1+e6ia)ﬂ3_2(1+e4ia)ﬁ2<éj£+az<_1_>ly>+(l+e2ia)B62Faz<i>
F F F

=<53520, 63$ZG> .
O

6. A global behavior. Let y.: M — S3c) be a CMC-,/1 —c surface. Then the
Gauss map

V.. M—S°

is defined globally, which is a harmonic map into S°. Let ¢ be the adapted secondary

[

Gauss map of ¥, such that . =y?. By Theorem 5.3, we have a local congruence of
with $2°=(¢p ® $2%)//2 : U~ S*. In this section, we show the global congruence. By
an isometry of S3(c), if necessary, we may assume that

'anlv = 4; 20
in a coordinate neighborhood U of M. Then using this splitting, we define
R°=Ri®R;
so that
¢: U>S*cR}, ¢°: U-S*cR;3.
Let 7; be the projection R® — R?, i=1, 2, and define maps §/'=,/2 nJ?, i=1, 2. Noting
that §'=¢ and ¥ >=¢$2° on U, we obtain:

PROPOSITION 6.1. ! and j? are global non-conformal harmonic maps from M into
S2,
This proposition is obvious from Grj (R*)=S?%(2) x S%(2).

PrOOF. Note that the coordinate functions (!, ..., %) of ¥? satisfy
(6.1 GE AR GVARTER

so are real analytic. Thus the same is true for coordinate functions of Y! =, y2, ¥?)
and Y2 =*, >, ¢°). Since

(6.2) ' P=1y*P=1  on U,

this holds all over M, and hence V' is a global map from M into the unit sphere S? of
R?. In particular on U, we have

(6.3) 0§ P=10¢ 1P =|0¢> P =|80S 1>,  i=1,2
because of Theorem 5.3. By analyticity of ' again, (6.3) holds in any coordinate
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domains. This fact and (6.1) imply
00y = — |3y 1PY'=—10§ PP, on M,
that is, ': M —S2, i=1, 2 are global harmonic maps from M into S2. O

THEOREM 6.2. For a CMC-h surface y: M — S3, there exists a pair of non-
conformal harmonic maps ¢, $p*°: M — S? such that the generalized Gauss map  of W
splits into (¢ @ ¢2°)/\/ 2. In fact, ¢ is the adapted secondary Gauss map of \, and 0 is
given by cos™ ' /h*/h®+1. Moreover, \j can be deformed into ¢ andjor ¢2*° through
harmonic maps ¢2°=coss¢p @sins$?® into S°.

PrOOF. Put H*=h*+1. Then by the Remark in §4,  is homothetic to a CMC-
J1—c surface ¥, in S3(c), where ¢=1/H?. Since the generalized Gauss map of ¥,
coincides with that of {, we may consider V. instead of i in the proof. Take the adapted
secondary Gauss map ¢ of ¥, such that .=y 7, then 6 =0 satisfies the first statement.
We may prove the last part. Since

0p2° =cossdp @sinsdp?°,
we obtain | 0427 |2 =cos?s|d¢ |> +sin?s| 0427 |>=|0¢|* and
00§ = —|0dl7 1Pdle
which implies that ¢2° is a harmonic map into S°. Then the theorem follows from
¢=45°, 9> =¢z5 and ¥ =25 O
ExamPLE. When ¢ : T%— S§3 is the Clifford torus, each of ¢ and ¢™ degenerates

to a map onto a geodesic of S2. In this case,  is congruent to ¥, and Y =(¢p @ ¢p™)//2 :
T2 - S'(2)x S'(2)c S3. The deformation @7 is essentially the one in [Mu].

A deformation of a harmonic map ¥ : M — S° yields a Jacobi field along . When
M is compact, we call the dimension of the space of Jacobi fields the nullity of ¥,
which is finite because Jacobi fields are solutions of an elliptic partial differential
equation. Because the dimension of the Killing Jacobi fields is 15 and because we have
another non-Killing Jacobi field by Theorem 6.2, we obtain:

COROLLARY 6.3. The generalized Gauss map of a compact CMC surface of positive
genus in S>, has nullity (as harmonic maps) at least 16.

REMARK. (1) When we define the Killing nullity to be the dimension of the fields
given by the normal component of the Killing fields of S°, the classification of CMC
surfaces of which Gauss maps have small Killing nullity (=big homogeneity) would be
interesting. The generalized Gauss map of the CMC surface S?(a), > 1 has the smallest
Killing nullity 3, and of S*(a) x S'(a/(a— 1)), a> 1 (parallel surfaces of the Clifford torus)
has Killing nullity 4.

(2) When ¢ and 0 tend to 0 independently, /¢ tends to
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$=%<¢@¢>s¢: Mo
and hence gives a local harmonic map deformation from ¥ to ¢ which is different
from the global deformation through ¢2°.

(3) Examples of compact CMC-,/1 —c surfaces in S3(c) are given in [L1] for c=1
and [K1], [K2] for ¢=0, but we do not know examples of 0 <c<1 except those of
genus 0 and 1.

(4) We call a harmonic map reducible if it splits into harmonic maps into lower
dimensional spheres (cf. [M]). Harmonic maps from a compact Riemann surface seem
irreducible, but the splitting occurs in the bipolar surface case.

7. Lawson’s conjecture.

LemMMA 7.1. A minimal surface ¢ : M — S"™ is isometric to a minimal surface in S3,
if there exists a local coordinate z in which the induced metric is given by ds*=2e**|dz|?,
where w is a solution of the sinh-Gordon equation:

(7.1 00w +sinh 2w=0 .
In this coordinate, w;=log| ¢;| satisfies w,;=0 and w=w,j, = —wyj,3, jeZ.

Proor. This follows from w,=0 and (4.9), where c+ H2?=1 and we choose the
parameter satisfying f=1.

Note that this is a special expression of the (spherical) Ricci condition (cf. (6.6),
[M, §6]). A superminimal minimal surface fully lies in S2™ and satisfies @, ; =0, hence
we get immediately:

COROLLARY 7.2. A superminimal minimal surface in S*™ cannot be isometric to a
minimal surface in S3.

In [M, Lemma 9.4], we showed that a superconformal harmonic map into S*™
exists when w;=log| ¢;| satisfies

(1) we=0

(2) 200w;—e? i) 2T wi-0=(, j=1,2,...,m—1

(3) 200w, +r}(1—G)—|s|*=0,
where r,=e"" """ 1 G=|@,|*/|$,|* and |s|*=|0G|*/4G(1 —G), for any coordinate.
Suppose that there exists a coordinate in which the induced metric satisfies (7.1). In
this coordinate, when m =2k, (3) is rewritten as

e 2 i(l—loP)=|0lp*1*/4lePA—l0?), ¢=0,
so that
(7.2) e Mmi=0e |*/4(1—| @) .
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Since d¢ is holomorphic, we obtain
(7.3) 200w, ,=205log(1—| @)= —2|0¢ /(1 —| @ [)?= —8e ™"~

On the other hand, by assumption and by Lemma 7.1, w= +w,, _ satisfies (7.1), and
we get e2¥=3 or 1/3. This contradicts both (7.1) and (7.3). Hence we obtain:

THEOREM 7.3. A full superconformal minimal surface in S*™ cannot be isometric
to a minimal surface in S*.

Full minimal surfaces in S* are either superminimal or superconformal, thus we
obtain:

COROLLARY 7.4 (cf. [S]). Full minimal surfaces in S* cannot be isometric to a
minimal surfaces in S>.
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