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Abstract. We calculate the twisted supersymmetric determinants that are
necessary for the study of the propagation of spinning strings on arbitrary
orbifolds. We calculate the degeneration behaviour of multiloop amplitudes for
twisted internal sectors. We use this to derive the spectrum of dimensions of twist
fields.

In the present work, we shall calculate the superdeterminants of twisted Laplacians
acting on tensors of arbitrary weight on hyperbolic supersurfaces. These describe the
partition function of spinning strings on backgrounds that arise as quotient spaces
of the action of arbitrary finite groups on Euclidean space. Recall that the partition
function is given by a measure on moduli space that has the generic form dμWPΌEΎ,
where dμWP is the Weil-Petersson measure, and DET stands for a product of
superdeterminants (raised to various powers, depending on the string background)
of Laplacians on the Riemann surface. The Selberg trace formula applied to
appropriate heat kernels, when combined with the Mellin transform relating heat
kernels to ζ-functions, allows a simple calculation of these determinants, which we
view as defined by derivatives of these C-functions at 0. We shall use the
supersymmetric form of the Selberg trace formula obtained in [1]. Unfortunately,
these techniques preclude the investigation of left-right asymmetric backgrounds.
We believe that some of the techniques employed in the present work should be
applicable in more general contexts. Our results are of independent mathematical
interest.

Consult the excellent review of DΉoker and Phong [2] for background, and
[1,3] for a discussion of the supersymmetric Selberg formula. Some general
references for the Selberg trace formula are [4,5]. Twisted determinants were also
considered in [6]. We use the conventions of [ I ] 1 . We shall not bother with explicit
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mention of the prefix "super-" for the most part, except by using a lower-case s where
appropriate.

The Riemann surfaces considered are finite-area quotients of the (fixed-point-
free) actions of discrete subgroups, sΓ, of OSp(2|1, R)/{ + 1} on the Poincare super-
half-plane, sH. The operators of interest act on spaces of automorphic forms of
weight (n/2, - n/2) defined as

here, v is the multiplier system that incorporates the spin structure in this
uniformization.

The heat kernel for the square of the Laplacian Δn = 4(D + D (" ))2 acting on jfΠfV

was constructed in [1], We shall need the expression for the heat kernel2 on sH.
Define
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The heat kernel (after conjugation by (z^/^rΓ) o n SH is then

where cosh r(ZuZ2) = 1 - Kz^z-φ^z^), zab ==za-zb- θaθh,

( ) 1 / 2 ' ( ) 1 / 2 '
with

and Tk denotes the kth Chebyshev polynomial.
Let F be a real vector space and η be an inner product on V. This defines a group

of isometries, SO(V,η). Let G be a discrete subgroup of SO(V,η). Consider a string
worldsheet defined by a Fuchsian group, sΓ. A twisted sector for string propagation
with such a worldsheet on V/G is defined by a homomorphism from sΓ to G, up to
automorphisms of the homotopy group of the surface and automorphisms of G. Let
α denote such a homomorphism. The physical meaning of α is the following: upon
going around a curve on the surface that belongs to the homotopy class of some
element gesΓ, the image of the worldsheet in spacetime (here V/G) only closes up to
the action of oc(g) on V.

We are considering the spinning string mapped into V/G. The partition function
for string propagation on this orbifold is given by a sum over twisted sectors. To
obtain the partition function for the twisted sector corresponding to α, we wish to

All subscripts n in the present on Laplacians, heat kernels (^n,/in,Grt,Xπ) correspond to —n in [1]
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utilize the relationship mentioned at the beginning of this note between determi-
nants and heat kernels. Hence, we wish to construct a heat kernel appropriate for a
twisted sector. The physical idea of how to do this is clear: we should twist the image
charges according to α. We do this by defining

Σ
yesΓ

CZ + d + βϋ J

: - yz' + θyθ'
where

/a b α\

Define

where / are functions on sH that take values in V. K'n^x is a map from
<̂ Ίi,v,« x -^-ii,v,«^R» t n e twisted analogue of K'ny. jfB>v x j f _ n v - > R .

Now consider
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where rfα is the dimension of V, and we have defined

Ie
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and
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The calculations in [1] may be modified, using the fact the trace is a class
function, to arrive at

γ primitive p = 1 ̂ fi\%t Sinh (ply/2)

• exp ( - (ply)
2/4t) [cosh (n — \)ply — vp

y cosh np\y\

where ly is defined by 2 cosh Jy/2 = fl + d + vyαjS, defined by y esΓ. Zy is the analogue
of the length of the shortest geodesic in the homotopy class defined by y for the
supersurface. (An element y(φe) in sΓ is primitive if it is the positive power of itself
alone in sΓ.) There is, of course, no change in Γn(t) from the untwisted case [1],

i k = O

Turning now to the (-function, we define C,α(s; c) = daζ*(s; c) + Cw,α(s; c), where
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C:(s; c)=-±- f rffίs-χ exp ( - tc2)iM
* \β) o

with ζ^α defined exactl as above, with Γn replaced with Inor There is no change in the
contribution of ζe to the determinant from the untwisted case so we shall not analyze
it any further. An analysis similar to that in [1] yields:

(-λ-c+l/2))

s) y p 4 , A exp(p/y)-l

• 2 [cosh (rc - ^)ply — v* cosh rcp/y].

Define a twisted Selberg zeta function for α as

Z M (s) ΞΞ det Π Π C1 ~ v?*α(y) exp ( - (s + p)/y)] for fceZ/2.
y prim. j? = 0

We assume that η is positive definite, so SO(V,η) is compact, hence the trace is
bounded. The above expression for Zfc α then makes sense for 9ίs > 1. Observe that

kΛS)~yk^M exp( P g-l
so that we may write

z « - 1 / 2 > + A + c + 1/2)Z,_ 1 / 2 > β ( - n + A + c + 1/2)

1
J

Putting this together with the contribution from the identity element, we finally
obtain

SdetμB,α + a = exp(-^US = O;c)) = e x p ( ^ ^ f l n ( ^ - ^

Z B - i / 2 > + c + l/2)Z Λ _ 1 / 2 f β (- n + c + 1/2)'

From this expression one may obtain s det Δna by analytic continuation in c, though
it is necessary to remove any zeroes that may occur. The results for bosonic
determinants obtained in [2,6] can be extended to general tensors by a similar
analysis. As in the supersymmetric case, the identity contribution is unchanged and
the untwisted Selberg zeta function Zn(s)da is replaced by the twisted zeta function
ZnJs) in the formulae for detzlπ α.

A comment on the vanishing of the determinant: when α is an irreducible, unitary
and non-trivial representation of Γ9 it is known that λ = 0 is not an eigenvalue of the
Laplacian, ΔQa [4, p. 353]. Therefore, the order of vanishing of ZOa is equal to the
multiplicity of the trivial representation in the representation, α, of sΓ on V9 in other
words, the dimension of the oφ/^-invariant subspace of V.
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The Selberg zeta function satisfies a functional relation,

/ s-l/2

Z(s) = x(s)Z(l — s), where x(s) = expl — 2πχ(H/Γ) j dvvtanπv
V °

This extends easily to the twisted bosonic zeta function, with x replaced by x\
because x originates in the contribution of the identity to the trace formula. We
expect this to hold in the supersymmetric case as well, which would imply that
sdetΔna is roughly the square of a ratio of bosonic determinants [1].

We shall now consider the factorization properties of the Selberg zeta function,
Z n α , for twisted internal channels. This involves calculating the asymptotics of the
zeta function as the length of a primitive geodesic tends to zero. In the following,
α = a(y)v2n. The relevant part of the Selberg zeta function is then

where / is the length of the geodesic that is shrinking and α is the twist associated to
going around this geodesic. Suppose that α is an element of finite order, so that we
have aq = 1, for some 0 < qeZ.

We shall calculate the leading asymptotics of 3£ as / JO. For this purpose, taking
logarithms on both sides, and resumming [9,7], we find — ln& ~SJI, where

1 ^ Jt r ( α + q ) _ 1 p p

With a little more work, we can derive the subleading corrections to obtain

Znjaoc&κΓδ*(2s-l)exp(-Sq/l) as /|0, for 9ts>l,

where δa is the dimension of the α-invariant subspace of V. In what follows, we shall
only use the leading contribution.

We restrict our analysis to bosonic orbifolds. The lowest dimension field that
passes through the α-twisted channel is the α-twist field. Identify the pinching
coordinate | ί | ~ exp(— 2π2/l). To obtain the dimension, /iα, of the α-twist field, we
compare the degeneration behavior of the twisted and untwisted zeta functions:

where Z is the twisted Selberg zeta function with the zero modes removed. We can
then use (1) to derive

(2)

As an example, consider the Zq orbifold [8], where tr α = 2 cos 2πk/q, and hence

α 2q2 p=i sin2πp/q 2q\ q
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Of course, (2) applies to arbitrary groups. A pleasing feature of our calculation is the
unified manner in which we are able to treat arbitrary twists, including non-Abelian
twists. We believe that this is the first determination of the entire spectrum of
dimensions of bosonic twist fields for a non-Abelian group.

In summary, we have calculated the twisted superdeterminants that are
necessary to study the physics of arbitrary left-right symmetric orbifolds of
Euclidean space, as far as the point group twists are concerned. We have found
simple expressions for the dimensions of the twist fields that correspond to such
orbifolds by studying the degeneration behavior of the determinants at the
boundary of moduli space. Our work applies to arbitrary genus hyperbolic surfaces;
these include all the surfaces that are needed to study the physics of string theory
about perturbatively stable vacua.
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