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Introduction.

Let p be an odd prime, @, the p-adic number field, and £ an algebraic
closure of @, For each »=0, we denote by F, the extension field of @,
generated by the set W, of all p"*!-th roots of unity in £. The local cyclo-
tomic field F,, is then a cyclic extension of degree p"(p—1) over Q,. Let W
be the union of the increasing sequence of groups W, (#=0) and let F be
the union of the increasing sequence of fields F, #=0). Then F=Q,W),
and it is an infinite abelian extension of Q,. Let M be the maximal abelian
extension of F in £; M is clearly a (Galois extension of @,.

We now consider the following problems on the local fields F, and AM:
To determine the structure of the multiplicative group of the field F, acted
on by the Galois group G(F,/Q,), and to describe explicitly the structure of
the Galois group of the extension M/Q,. In the present paper, we shall
give a solution to these problems by using the result of a previous paper,
in which we studied some arithmetic properties of local cyclotomic fields in
applying the theory of I'-finite modules.” We hope that the result of the
present paper, combined with our previous results on Galois groups of local
fields,» will give us further insight into the structure of the Galois group
of the extension 2/Q,.

1. The structure of the multiplicative group of F,.

Let U be the group of all p-adic units in @, and U°® the subgroup of
all ¢ in U such that ¢=1 modp. Then U is the direct product of U° and
a cyclic subgroup V of order p—1 consisting of all roots of unity in Q,:

U=UxV.

1) Cf. K. Iwasawa, On the theory of cyclotomic fields, Ann. of Math., 70 (1959),

530-561.
2) Cf. K. Iwasawa, On Galois groups of local fields, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc., 80

(1955), 448-469.
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By local class field theory, there exists a topological isomorphism & of G=
G(F/Q,) onto U such that

Cﬂ:CK(ﬂ)’ GEG,

for every { in W. Then, for any ¢ in G, there exists a unique element 7,
in V such that

k(o) =7, modp,

and the mapping oc— 7, defines a homomorphism of G onto V with kernel
G(F/F,).

Let » (=0) be fixed. Let p, be the unique prime ideal of F, dividing
the rational prime p, and let B, and B,° denote, respectively, the group of
all p,-adic units in F, and the subgroup of all B in B, such that g=1
mod p,. Then B, is the direct product of B,’ and V:

B,=B"XV.
The groups B,, B,’, and V are invariant under the Galois group G, = G(F,/Q5,).
The action of G, on V is obviously trivial. But the action of G, on B,° is
given as follows®»: Let R, be the group ring of G, over the ring O, of

p-adic integers, and let I, be the ideal of R, consisting of all elements of
the form X a,0 (¢,=0,) with X a,=0. Since B, is a p-primary compact
4 g

abelian group, we may consider O, as an operator domain of B,’. Hence we
may also consider R, as acting on B, As an R,-group, B,° is then the
direct product of U® W,, and a subgroup C, isomorphic with the R,-module
I.:
B=U'XW,xC,.
Since U= UX V, we also have
B,=UxW,xC,, C.=1,.

Now, let A, denote the multiplicative group of the field F, and let =,
be any prime element of F,. Then A,/B, is an infinite cyclic group gene-
rated by the coset of x, mod B,, and the Galois group G, acts trivially on

A,/B, Therefore =,°~! is contained in B, for any ¢ in G,. For such a o,
we also put

Ne=Tar »

where ¢’ is any element of G =G(F/Q,) inducing ¢ on F,. We then have
the following

Lemma. For any prime element r, of F, and for any o in G,

T, 1=79, modp,.

3) Cf. L.c. 1), Theorem 19.
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Proor. Let m,” be any other prime element of F,. Then x,’ = fg=,, with
g in B,; and since G, acts trivially on V, §°'=1 modp, Hence =z,° =
r,”! modp,, and we see that it is sufficient to prove the lemma for one
particular z,. Let {,., be a primitive p"*!-th root of unity in F,. Then
n,=1—_,,, is a prime element of F,, and

zna = n'na, = I_Cnﬂ-l'{wl) = 1_(1_7[1;)':(6,)
= £(07)n = 10 Tn = 75Ty, mod p,®.

Therefore =, *=7, modyp,, q.e.d.
Let =, be again any prime element of F,. By the above lemma, we put

7rna_l :ﬂa”o" aEGn}

with g, in B,". We then denote by D(x,) the closure of the subgroup of
the compact group B,° generated by these B, (6 € G,); D(x,) consists of all
elements of the form

I B,

with arbitrary p-adic integers a,. Since the elements §, (¢ € G,) define a
1-cocycle of G, in B, and satisfy the relations f.,=f:8 (0,7 G,), D(n,)
is an R,-subgroup of B,°.

Tueorem 1. There exists a prime element w, of F, such that

B, =UXW,XD(x,).

The R,-group D(w,) is then isomorphic with the R,-module I, under an isomor-
phism @ such that ¢(Bs)=0—1 (6 =G,).

Proor. Let B,=UxW,xC, as in the above, and let g be the projection
from B, on the factor C,. For any ¢ in A,, &7! (6 €G,) is always contained
in B,. Hence we put

5d:g<éd‘l)y UEGn'

Then {&,} defines a 1l-cocycle of G, in C,; and since HYG,; 4,)=1, the
mapping &— {&,} induces a homomorphism of A,/B, onto the cohomology
group H'(G,;C,). Let f be an R,-isomorphism of C, onto 7, and let o,
(c €G,) be the elements of C, such that f(w,)=0—1. It is then easy to see
that HY(G,; C,) is a cyclic group of order p" generated by the cohomology
class of {w,}. Take a prime element 7, of F,. Since A,/B, is an infinite
cyclic group generated by the coset of #, mod B,, the 1-cocycle {g(r,’ ")}
also generates H'(G,; C,). Therefore there is an integer m, prime to p,
such that

g, ) =w,r’!, 0€G,,

with an element r in C,. Since =,r™! is also a prime element of F,, we
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replace 7, by z,r7! and denote the latter again by =,. Then we have
g(n'nd—l) = C‘)Jm ’ (S Gn .

As in the above, let =, ' = B,7,. Then g(8,) =g, ) =w,™ (c€G,) and
g induces an O,-homomorphism of D(x,) into C,. Therefore, if % is the O,-
homomorphism of I, onto D(z,) such that #(c—1)= S, then

fogohlo—1)=m(c—1), ccG,.

Since m is prime to p, fogoh is an automorphism of 7,. It follows that g
induces an isomorphism of D(z,) onto C,, and we have

B,=UXWXD(x,).

Suppose next that =z, is any prime element of F, satisfying B,=UxW
X D(z,); n, need not be the particular prime element obtained in the above
argument. Clearly, there is an O,-homomorphism v of I, onto D(x,) such
that Yr(c—1)=p4, Since B« = p8°, v is then also an R,-homomorphism.
However, it follows from B, = UXxW,xC, that I,=C, = D(z,). In particular,
as compact abelian groups, both I, and D(r,) are isomorphic with the direct
sum of p"(p—1)—1 copies of O,. Hence ¢ must be one-one, and ¢ ="' is an
R,-isomorphism of D(r,) onto I, such that ¢(#,)=o0—1. Thus the theorem
is completely proved.

Since A,/B, is an infinite cyclic group generated by the coset of =,
mod B, and since the action of G, on UxX W, is well-known, the structure of
the G,-group A,, the multiplicative group of F,, is completely determined by
[Theorem 1l

2. The structure of the Galois group G(M/Q,).

Let E be the maximal unramified extension of @, in £. It is known
that E is an abelian extension of @, generated by all roots of unity in 2
whose orders are prime to p, and also that the Galois group G(£/Q,) is
isomorphic with the so-called total completion Z of the additive group Z of
rational integers.” It follows that the Galois group G(£"/Q,) of the maximal
p-complementary unramified extension E’ of @, is isomorphic with the p-
complementary completion ?Z of Z. Furthermore, for each #» =0, EF, is the
maximal unramified extension of F, in £, and E’F, is the maximal p-comple-
mentary unramified extension of F, in £. Let L, be the maximal p-comple-
mentary abelian extension of F, in £. Then E’F, is contained in L, and,

4) For compact completions of (discrete) groups, cf. l.c. 2), 1.3. We also notice
that a compact topological group is called p-primary (p-complementary) if and only
if it is the inverse limit of a family of finite groups whose orders are powers of p

{prime to p).
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by local class field theory, G(L,/E'E,) is naturally isomorphic with B,/B,°
= V. Since F,NL,=F,, G(F,L,/F,) =G(L,/F,), F,L, is clearly contained in
L,. But, since F,L, contains both E’F, and a ramified extension of degree
p—1 over F,, it follows that

FnLo - Ln ’ n= 0.

If F,’ denotes the unique subfield of F, with degree p" over Q,, then we
also have

Fn/L():Ln, Fn/mLQ:Qp, nzo.

Let F’ be the union of the increasing sequence of subfields F,’ in 2.
Then F’ is a subfield of F such that «(G(F/F"))= V, and we have

GEF/Q)=T".

On the other hand, the union L of the increasing sequence of subfields L,
in £ is, as one sees easily, the maximal p-complementary abelian extension
of Fin 2. We then prove the following
Tueorem 2. Let F' be the subfield of F such that £(G(F/F'))=V and let
Ly and L be the maximal p-complementary abelian extensions of Fy, and F in £,
respectively. Then
FLy=L, FNL=@Q,,

G(L/Qp) = G(L/F)x G(L/Ly),
G(L/F)= G(Ly/Qy); G(L/L)=GF/Q)=U".

Furthermore, G(L,/Q,) is the p-complementary completion of a group genemz‘ed
by two elements o and v satisfying the only relations

oro~l=1?, @ D=1,

o is a Frobenius automorphism for L,/Q, and t is a genevator of the inertia
group for Ly/Qp-

Proor. The first half of the theorem is an immediate consequence of
what is stated in the above; one has only to notice that L, is a Galois
extension of Q,.

The field E’ defined in the above is obviously the inertia field for the
tamely ramified extension L,/Q,. Since [L,: E'Fy]=[F,:Q,]=p—1 and
E'NFy,=@Q,, we see that [L,: E’]=(p—1)%. The second half of the theorem
is then an easy consequence of a result on the structure of the Galois group
for the maximal tamely ramified extension of a local field.»

If we are merely interested in the purely group-theoretical structure
of the group G(L/Q,), we have the following corollary, which is an immediate
consequence of the above theorem:

5) Cf. L.c. 2), 3.1
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Cororrary. The Galois group G(L/Q,) is the total completion of a group
generated by two element X and p satisfying the only relations

Aud t=p?, p®0H'=1,

TueoreM 3. Let L and M be as in the above and let K be the maximal
p-primary abelian extension of F in £ so that KL= M, KNL=F. Then:

iy GWM/L) is a closed mnormal subgroup of GM/Q,) such that
G(M/Q,)/GM/L) = G(L/Qy), and the group extension G(M/Q,)/G(M/L) splits,
1) GL/F) acts trivially on G(M/L) so that G(M/L) can be considered as a
G-group (G=G{F/Q,) =G(L/Q,)/G(L/F)), and as such, G(M/L) is naturally
isomorphic with G(K/F).
Proor. Let
X=GM/Q,), P=GWM/L), N=GWMM/L).

Then P is a closed p-primary normal subgroup of X, and X/P=G(L,/Q,) is
a p-complementary compact group. Hence the group extension X/P splits
and there exists a closed subgroups A of X such that

HP=X, HNnP=1 H=X/P.9

Such a group H also satisfies HN=G(M/F’). On the other hand, since
P/N=G(L/L,) = U° there is an element ¢ in P such that No generates a
cyclic group which is everywhere dense in P/N. Let S be the closure of
the cyclic subgroup of P generated by o. Using P/N= U° we then see
easily that
NS=P, NnS=1.

Since both N and HN = G(M/F') are normal in X, we have (¢Ho™')N= o(HN)o™!
= HN, and oHo '"N=0(H~\N)o~'=1. Hence there is an element r in N
such that tcHo 't"'=H." Let ¢’ =1t0. Then No= No’, and the closure &’
of the cyclic subgroup of P generated by ¢’ also satisfies NS'= P and NS’
=1. Furthermore, since ¢’Ho’~'=H, S’ is contained in the normalizer of H
in X. Therefore T'=HS’ is a closed subgroup of X, and it is easy to see
that NT=X, NNT=1. Thus the first part of the theorem is proved.

The second part is an immediate consequence of the fact that KL =M,
KNnL=F, and GIM/F)=G(M/K)x G(M/L).

Now, the action of G =G(F/Q,) on G(K/F) is explicitly known.» There-
fore, combining that with the above Theorems 2, 3, we see that the structure
of the Galois group G(M/Q,) is thus completely determined.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

6) Cf. L c. 2), Lemma 5.
7) Cf. L. c. 6).
8) Cf. l.c. 1), Theorem 18.
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