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small and the symbols insufficiently varied. The first edition is much easier to 
read; but the present one is even more worth reading. It gives a very good 
account of its subject, and its title is well deserved. 
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One hundred years ago there appeared in New York a book by William K. 
Clifford [7] containing the following passages: 

(i) Our space is perhaps really possessed of a curvature varying from point to 
point, which we fail to appreciate because we are acquainted with only a small 
portion of space... 

(ii) Our space may be really same (of equal curvature), but its degree of 
curvature may change as a whole with the time... 

(iii) We may conceive our space to have everywhere a nearly uniform 
curvature, but that slight variations of the curvature may occur from point to 
point, and themselves vary with the time... We might even go so far as to 
assign to this variation of curvature of space 'what really happens in that 
phenomenon which we term the motion of matter'. 

It is impressive and moving to read this intuitive description of the funda
mental ideas of the theory of general relativity written over thirty years before 
Albert Einstein gave the theory its final form. The subtle relations between 


