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to the subject and is, moreover, indispensible for a lot of important mathe-
matics. It is true that one should figure out what abstract notions mean in a
more concrete context, as in the case of the Baer sum. But one expects in a
Springer Lecture Note that something more than that has happened after 66
pages. Another complaint concerns the title. It suggests that one will learn a lot
about representation theory, not just the fact that Schur mulipliers occur when
one tries to lift a projective representation to a linear one. It would have made
more sense to put “isoclinism” in the title. If you want to learn about
isoclinism and its connections with the multiplier, I suggest reading instead the
survey article by one of the authors [2). It has a swifter pace so that one can see
more easily where things are going. In the same proceedings one may also read
Wiegold’s paper on the Schur multiplier. On page 204 of the book one should
modify the definition of unicentral to save what follows. The correct require-
ment is that #Z(G) equals Z(Q) for all central extensions 7: G — Q.
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The book under review is a translation from the Chinese of a book first
published in 1956. (The Chinese edition was reviewed by K. Mabhler in
Mathematical Reviews.) Some of the chapters in this translation have been



