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The Continuum and Other Types of Serial Order. By EDWARD
V. HuntiNeTON. Second edition. Harvard University
Press, 1917. vii 4+ 82 pp.

From some cause the writer of this notice had never read
the first edition of this book. It was therefore with a fresh,
as well as a peculiar, pleasure that he followed the author in
his remarkably beautiful and satisfying exposition of one of
the highly fascinating subjects of modern mathematics. Any
one else not at first hand acquainted with this work, whether
or not he has been interested in the theory of the continuum
and related matters, will find awaiting him here a purely
intellectual delight of unusual order. It would be hard to
seek out anywhere a more satisfying account of a topic in
mathematics.

It should be emphasized that this exposition is useful to
others as well as to mathematicians. Such in fact is one of its
leading values. It deals with a subject which requires no
technical knowledge of mathematics and which therefore is
“peculiarly accessible to the increasing number of non-mathe-
matical students of scientific method who wish to keep in
touch with recent developments in the logic of mathematics.”
In the treatment before us full use has been made of this
characteristic of the subject. The mathematical prerequisites
for understanding it have been reduced (except in one or two
illustrative examples) to a knowledge of the natural numbers
1, 2, 3, -+, and the simplest facts of elementary geometry.
Numerous well-chosen examples are given to illustrate in a
concrete way the abstract notions which are treated. The
work is therefore accessible to all mature persons who are
interested in purely intellectual matters and take pleasure
in the more ideal wsthetic elements of thought.

The mathematical reader does not lose by this non-technical
exposition; on the other hand, such a treatment has for him a
peculiar value of its own. One has only to run over a general
list of mathematical topics for a given definite period, as, for
instance, the six months covered by a single recent issue of the
Revue Semestrielle, to get a striking realization of the diversity
of elements in modern mathematics and of the fact that mathe-
maticians have not only largely grown apart from other
scientific workers but that they have become, in small groups,
isolated from one another and often are hardly able to speak
across the chasm which separates one group from even its



