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Emile Picard. Biographie, Bibliographie analytique des Ecrits.
By Ernest LeBoN. Paris, Gauthier-Villars, 1910. viii+
80 pp. i

Paul Appell. Biographie, Bibliographie analytique des Ecrits.
By Ernest LeBon. Paris, Gauthier-Villars, 1910. viii4
71 pp.

THESE two new volumes of the Savants du Jour are entirely
similar in plan and arrangement to their two predecessors,
which were devoted to Henri Poincaré and Gaston Darboux
respectively. They contain, besides the brief biographical
sketches of Picard and Appell by M. Lebon, a complete classi-
fied list of their publications. The titles and references to
the place of publication are in many cases followed by a brief
synopsis of the content of the corresponding paper. The
following notes taken from these volumes may be of some
interest to readers of the BULLETIN.

Charles Emile Picard was born in Paris on July 24, 1856.
He entered the Ecole Normale in 1874 and received his doctorate
in 1877. During his three years at the Ecole Normale he was
inspired by Darboux; under the guidance of the latter he pro-
duced his first memoir (presented to the Academy of Sciences,
January, 1877) and his doctor’s dissertation. Nearly all of his
subsequent publications, however, relate closely to pure analysis;
even his famous researches on algebraic surfaces are properly
classified as pure analysis. In 1879, at the early age of 23 years,
he published the two important theorems on integral functions
that bear hisname. These investigations attracted the attention
of Hermite and led to a long and intimate friendship which
resulted in 1881 in the marriage of Picard and the daughter of
Hermite. After a short experience in teaching at Toulouse he
was recalled to Paris in 1881, where he has remained ever since.
He was elected to the Academy of Sciences in 1889, and was its
president in 1910. He was awarded the Prix Poncelet in 1886
and the Grand Prix des Sciences mathématiques in 1888 for
his work on the theory of algebraic functions of two variables.
His published work numbers 341 titles.

Paul Emile Appell was born in Strasbourg, September 27,



