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T H E COLOGNE M E E T I N G O F T H E DEUTSCHE 
M A T H E M A T I K E R - V E R E I N I G U N G . 

T H E eightieth convention of German naturalists and physi­
cians was held at Cologne, September 20-26,1908. Mathe­
matics and astronomy together formed one of the thirty-one 
sections. The total attendance was about two thousand, of which 
the Deutsche Mathematiker-Vereinigung as a sub-division 
claimed nearly one hundred. 

On the evening of September 20, an informal reception was 
given in the Biirgergesellschaft. A general session of all the 
divisions took place in the Gürzenich on the following morning. 
After greetings from representatives of the administration and 
from various societies in Cologne, two papers were read : (1) 
The achievements and influence of Albertus Magnus (one of the 
founders of the ancient Cologne University); (2) Motor 
balloons and flying machines. 

The sessions of the Vereinigung were held in the Handels-
Hochschule. Under the influence of President Klein, the so­
ciety devoted the meetings largely to the problems of applied 
mathematics, thus acting as mentor for the Naturforscherver-
sammlung. The following papers were read : 

1. H . MINKOWSKI, Göttingen, " Space and time." 
2. G. H A M E L , Brünn, " The foundations of mechanics." 
3. E. H. TIMERDING, Strassburg, " T h e historical develop­

ment of the concept of force." 
4. P . STÂCKEL, Karlsruhe, "Remarkable motions of the 

top." 
5. R. v. MISES, Brünn, " Problems of technical hydrome­

chanics." 
6. F . MULLER, Dresden, " Plans for the publication of the 

works of Leonhard Euler." 
7. H. W I E N E R , Darmstadt, " O n the geometry of the binary 

forms." 
8. H. JUNG, Marburg, "Algebraic functions of two inde­

pendent variables." 
9. H. REISSNER, Aachen, " Scientific problems in the me­

chanics of flight." 
Number 8 has already appeared in the Comptes Bendus; 

numbers 2 and 4 will soon be published in the Mathematische 
Annaleny and number 5 in the Physikalische Zeitsehrift. Ab-


