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THE ANNALS OF MATHEMATICS, while it is intended to appeal to the general
mathematical public rather than to the highly trained specialist, seeks both to
promote the spirit of research and to render more effective the work of the in-
dividual investigator, whether student or teacher. Hence, although highly tech-
nical articles which can appeal only to a very few readers are avoided, however
great their intrinsic value, short research articles so written as to be intelligible
and interesting to a considerable number of readers of the ANNALS are always
welcomed ; as are articles in which a valuable extension of methods already em-
ployed has been made, or in which the author has obtained new results of gen-
eral interest in a field hitherto but little explored.

One of the most valuable features of the ANNALS, however, and one of the
greatest aids to the teacher and to the serious student of mathematics is the fre-
quent publication of expository articles which, while containing little or no orig-
inal matter, give a clear presentation of some important but not readily accessible
field of mathematics or a rigorous treatment of some subject which is ordinarily
treated in an unsatisfactory manner.



