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In honor of W.J. Thron on his 70th birthday

1. Introduction. The history of the parabola theorems dates back
to 1940 when Scott and Wall published the first, simple version [5].
Our paper is based on the following beautiful generalization by Thron
from 1958 [6]:

Theorem A. Let —7/2 < a < w/2 be a fized number, {gn}or, be a
fized sequence with 0 < go <1,0< g, <1 forn>1 and

0o k
1
(1.1) SI <— — 1> = o0,
and let
(1.2) Py, ={z€C:|z| —Re(ze7"*) < 2g,, 1(1 — g) cos® a}
forn=1,2,3,.... Finally, let K(a,/1) be a continued fraction with
(1.3) 0 # an € Py for all n € N.

Then K(a,/1) converges if and only if

(1.4) i ﬁ lan| DT = .

n=1 k=1

Comment 1. The conclusion in Theorem A is really just one of
several proved in [6]. For instance, if (1.3) holds, then
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