
FUNCTIONS REPRESENTABLE BY TWO LAPLACE INTEGRALS

BY D. H. BALLOU

1. Introduction. One of the properties of the Laplace integral representa-
tion of a function f(z),

(1) f(z) e-(t) dt,

is the uniqueness of the determining function (t) when that function is con-
tinuous. It has been pointed out by G. Doetsch that if a function f(z) may
be expanded into two different series the terms of which are representable by
Laplace integrals and if the term by term transformation of those series is per-
missible, then this function is represented by two different Laplace integrals.
Furthermore, there will follow from the uniqueness property the equality of
two new series, the determining functions of the integrands.

It has been known that the cotangent was one function capable of such a
representation, for it has series developments both in terms of partial fractions
and of exponentials"
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Now if we take the function
ctn /-s the terms of the series are representable
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Here and throughout this paper that branch of the double-valued function z
is taken which corresponds to the upper half of the z-plane. We then are dealing only
with single-valued functions and we are assured of the convergence of (5) for R(s) > 0.
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