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We consider the nonlinear von Kdrman equations with memory term. We show the exponential decay result of solutions. Our result
is established without imposing the usual relation between g and its derivative. This result improves on earlier ones concerning the

exponential decay.

1. Introduction

In this paper we consider the exponential decay rate of
solutions for the nonlinear von Kdrmdn equations with
memory term:

t
|u'|pu” —had + N - J gt—s) Au(s)ds = [u,v],
0

in Q x (0,00),
)
A*v=—[u,u], in Qx(0,00), 2)
u(x9,0)=uy (%), ' (x.0)=u(xy), nQ
(3)
and the boundary conditions
v = a_v =0, on I'x(0,00),
ov
u= Z—:l =0, on I;x(0,00),

Biu— B, {th(t—s)u(s)ds} =0, on I} x(0,00),

0

ou”! t
%zu—ha— - %, {J g(t—s)u(s)ds} =0,
v 0

on I; x(0,00),

(4)

where Q is an open bounded set of R?, with a sufficiently
smooth boundary I' = I, U I. Here, I}, and I are closed
and disjoint. The constants i, p > 0. Let us denote by v =
(v, v,) the external unit normal to I' and by 17 = (=7,,7,) the
corresponding unit tangent vector. The von Kdarmdn bracket
is given by

+u, V., —2

(w,v] =u,,v yVax

xx"yy uxyvxy' (5)

Here, we are denoting by %, %, the following differential
operators:

Biu=Au+(1-u)Bu,
oA

u
W + (1 —//l)BZM,

(6)
Byu =

where B, and B, are given by

_ 2 2
By =29 %1y, — ViU, — Vil

3 7)
Byu = an (97 =92 ey 907 (1 = )|

and the constant y (0 < p < 1/2) represents Poisson’s ratio.
This system describes the transversal displacement
u(x, y,t) and the Airy stress function v(x, y,t) of a vibrating
plate. The dissipation in (1) is due to the term —g * A”u, where
g is positive real function and the convolution product * is

given by (g * u)(t) = '[Ot g(t — s)u(s)ds. A material whose



contained term is —g * A”u is called viscoelastic and is said
to be “endowed with long-range memory” since the stress at
any instant depends on the complete history of strain that the
material has undergone.

Problems related to

f (u') W' —Au-Ad" =0 (8)

are interesting not only from the point of view of PDE general
theory, but also due to its applications in Mechanics. For
instance, when the material density, f "), is equal to 1, (8)
describes the extensional vibrations of thin rods; see Love [1]
for the physical details. When the material density f(u') is
not constant, we are dealing with a thin rod which possesses
a rigid surface and whose interior is somehow permissive
to slight deformations such that the material density varies
according to the velocity.

On the other hand, the problem of stability of the
solutions to the following wave equation with memory was
studied by many authors [2-6]:

|u'|pu” —Au-Ad" + Lt gt—s)Au(s)ds+F (u, u') =0,

xeQ, t>0.

)

Cavalcanti et al. [2] showed an exponential and polynomial

decay for the viscoelastic wave equation (9) with F(u, u') =
! ops

—pAu’ under the usual conditions

—qgt)<gd <9, 0<g" () <cg® 10)

for somec;, i = 1,2, 3. Han and Wang [3] proved the uniform
decay for the nonlinear viscoelastic equation under condition

g ()< -cg(), ()

where ¢ > 0. Park and Kang [7] studied the uniform decay
for a nonlinear viscoelastic problem with damping. They
obtained the exponential decay estimate under condition (11).
Later, this assumption was relaxed by several authors. Mes-
saoudi and Tatar [6] investigated exponential and polynomial
decay for a quasilinear viscoelastic equation under condition
on g such as
! 3

g (t) <=7 (1), forlsp<5, t>0, (12)
where £ > 0, by choosing a suitable perturbed energy.
Liu [5] showed exponential and polynomial decay for the
system of two coupled quasilinear viscoelastic equation,
under condition (12). Messaoudi and Tatar [8] proved the
exponential decay rate for a quasilinear viscoelastic equation
under the conditions

g <o,
ro (13)

g(t)e*dt < +co for some large « > 0.
0
They improved some earlier results concerning the expo-
nential decay. Han and Wang [4] studied the general decay
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rate for the nonlinear viscoelastic equations under the more
general conditions on g such as

, € o
g t)<s=Et)gt), F0) <k, )
Ew)y >0, &@)<0, Vt>o.

When p = 0, the problem of stability of the solutions to
the viscoelastic system with memory has been studied by
many authors. In [9, 10], the authors proved exponential
and polynomial decay for the viscoelastic wave equation
under conditions (10). Berrimi and Messaoudi [11] studied
exponential and polynomial decay rates under condition
(12). Messaoudi [12] investigated the general decay rate for
the viscoelastic equations under general conditions (14).
Guesmia and Messaoudi [13] obtained general stability for the
Timoshenko system under weaker condition on g such as

gH<-Etgw), (15)

where & is a nonincreasing and positive function. As for
problem of stability of the solutions to a viscoelastic system
under condition (15), we also refer the reader to [14-16] and
references therein. These general decay estimates extended
and improved on some earlier results—exponential or poly-
nomial decay rates.

The problem of stability of the solutions to a von Karman
system with dissipative effects has been studied by several
authors. For example, in [17, 18] the authors studied the von
Kérmdn equation in the presence of thermal effects. In [19-
23] the authors considered the von Kdrmén system with
frictional dissipations effective in the boundary. It is shown
in these works that these dissipations produce uniform rate
of decay of the solution when t goes to infinity. Rivera and
Menzala [24] and Rivera et al. [25] studied the stability of the
solutions to a von Karman system for viscoelastic plates with
memory and boundary memory conditions. They proved that
the energy decays uniformly exponentially or algebraically
with the same rate of decay as the relaxation function. Later,
Santos and Soufyane [26] generalized the decay result of [24].
Raposo and Santos [27] considered the general decay of the
solutions to a von Karman plate model (1)-(4) for p = 0. They
showed that the energy decays with a similar rate of decay of
the relaxation function, which is not necessarily decaying in
a polynomial or exponential fashion. Kang [28] investigated
the general decay of the solution to a von Kiarman system
with memory and boundary damping. Recently, Kang [29]
proved that solutions for a von Karmdn plate with memory
decay exponentially to zero as time goes to infinity in case
g'(t) +yg(t) > 0 forallt > 0 provided that [g'(t) +yg(t)]e* €
L*(0, 00) for some « > 0.

In this paper, we establish an exponential decay of the
solutions to the nonlinear von Karman plate model (1)-(4)
without assumption (15), which is the usual relation between
g and its derivative. Instead of (15), we require the function
™ g(t) to have sufficiently small L' -norms on (0, co) for some
a« > 0. This result improves on earlier ones concerning
the exponential decay of the solutions to the von Karman
equations.
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The organization of this paper is as follows. In Section 2,
we give some notations and introduce the relative results of
Airy stress function and von Kdrman bracket. In Section 3,
we prove that the energy decreases exponentially. The con-
struction of the Lyapunov function is inspired in multiplier
techniques that was used in [8].

2. Preliminaries

In this section, we present some material needed in the proof
of our result and state the main result. Throughout this paper
we denote

(u,v) = j u(x,y)v(x,y)dQ (16)
Q
and define
VZ{VEHl(.Q)IV:O on FO},
(17)
U={ueH2(9)|u:a—”=o on ro}.
0y

For a Banach space X, || - [|x denotes the norm of X. For

simplicity, we denote [ - [|;2(q) by || - [l. We define for all 1 <
p<oo

el = L |u(x, y)|PdQ. (18)

A simple calculation, based on the integration by parts
formula, yields

(Azu, v) =a(u,v)+(Bu,v), - (%’lu, g—:) , (19)
r

where the bilinear symmetric form a(u, v) is given by

a(u,v) = JQ {uxxvxx Uy vy, + U (uxxvyy + uyyvxx) (0)

+2(1-p) “xnyy} dQ,
where dQ = dxdy. Since I, # 0, we know that a(u,u) is
equivalent to the H 2(Q) norm; that is,
llulltp ) < a @ u) < ¢ lullfpq) (1)

where ¢, and ¢, are generic positive constants. This and
Sobolev embedding theorem imply that for some positive
constants C,, and C,

lul® < Cpa(w,u), [Vul’* <Ca(uu), VYueU. (22)

We establish the following hypotheses on the relaxation
function g (see [8]). The relaxation function g : R, — R,
is nonincreasing C' function satisfying

g(0) >0, l:= Loog(s) ds< 1, (23)

g (1) <0, J e®g(t)dt < +oco, for some a > 0.
0

(24)

To simplify calculation in our analysis, we introduce the
following notation:

t
gou = L Gt =) u () —uls)|ds,

gl:lazu = Jt gt—-s)awt)—ul,s),u(,t)—u(,s))ds.
° 25)

From the symmetry of a(-,-), we have that, for any v ¢
C'(0, T HX(Q),

1 1 1d
a(g * v,v') = —zg(t)a(v,v)+ Eg'Dazv— IV T,

X {gl:lazv— (Ltg(s) ds) a(v, v)} .

Now, we introduce the relative results of the Airy stress
function and von Kérman bracket [, -].

(26)

Lemma 1 (see [30]). Let u,w be functions in H*(Q) and v in
Hg(Q), where Q is an open bounded and connected set of R?
with regular boundary. Then,

J w [v,u] dQ =J v{w,u] dQ. (27)
Q Q

Lemma 2 (see [20, 31]). Ifu,v € H*(Q), then [u,v] € L*(Q)
and satisfies

1w, V1N < clleell gy IVwzeo oy

. (28)
”V"WZ,oo(Q) < C””"HZ(Q)'
The energy of problem (1)-(4) is given by
1 ! p+2 1
E(t) = m||u (t)]]p+2 +aww .

h , 2 1 2
+ 5||w o) + L1 1.
The existence of solutions can be proved by the Faedo-

Galerkin method; see [2, 9].

Theorem 3. Assume that the kernel g is a positive continuous
function satisfying (23). Let (uy, u;) € H*(Q) x H*(Q). Then,
the system (1)-(4) has a unique weak solution u such that

ueL®(0,00,UNH* (),
u' € L (0,00;V N H? (), (30)
u'" € L* (0,00; Hy (Q)).

3. Exponential Decay of the Energy

In this section we will prove the exponential decay rates. To
demonstrate the stability of the system (1)-(4), the lemmas
below are essential. The following result shows the dissipative



property of the system (1)-(4). Multiplying (1) by u'(t), we get
the identity

E' () =a(g*u,u'). (31)

Define the modified energy by

1 h 1 ‘
F(t)= m”u"iz + EHVu'"Z + 3 (1 - L g(s) ds)a(u, u)

[PC 2

+ —goo“u + —||Av|",

5900 u+ v
(32)

and applying (26) to (31), we have

F (t) = _% gt a(uu)+ % g'0d’u. (33)
This implies that F(¢) is nonincreasing, and one easily sees
that
1
E(t) < ﬁp (t), Vvt=o0. (34)
Therefore, it is enough to obtain the desired decay for the
modified energy F(t), which will be done below. The key
point for showing our desired result is finding a Lyapunov
functional L which is equivalent to F(t). First, we introduce
three functionals and establish several lemmas. So, let

O, (t) = Lt Gt —s)a(u(s),u(s))ds (35)

with
+00
Glyt)=e™ J €™ g (s)ds,
t
D, (t) = b I |u' uudQ+hJ. Vu'Vu dQ,
p+1 Q
1 1P 1
@, (t) = ——J |/ u j g(t—s) (u(t) —u(s)dsdQ
p+1lJa 0
t
~h J V' J gt —s) (Vu(t) - Vu(s)) ds dQ.
Q 0
(36)
We define the modified energy by
3
L(t) = NF() + ) y®;(t), t=0; (37)

i=1

for some positive constants y; is to be specified later.

Lemma 4. Assume that g satisfies (23) and (24). For N > 0
large enough, there exist «; > 0 and «, > 0 such that

o F(t)<L(t)<a, (F(t)+®, (), Vt=0. (38)
Proof. From Young inequality, we deduce
1
P (p P (39)
—“Vu'" + —||Vu||2.
2 2
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Considering the embedding HS(Q) — LP*(Q) and taking
(22) into account, it holds that

1|P+2 cr*? p+2
@, ©)] < +2|'u |P+2+ (p+ 1)(p+2)||Vu||
N —|1Vu’||2 + v
2 2
1 1p+2
< 2l (40)

CPHC, o2 hC,

(Fptesort +3)

X a (u,u) + EHVu'“ ,

where C comes from the inequality [|u| pr2 < ClIVull for all

u € Hy(Q). On the other hand, by Young inequality, Holder
inequality and (22) can be estimated as

|(D3 (t)|
h

< v+ 2
2 2

t 2
XJ <J gt —s)|Vu(t) —Vu(s)lds) aQ
a\lo

+

1 :

pr2l e " (i) (pr2)

X J;) <Lt gt —s)|u®)—u(s) ds>P+2dQ

IN

R

ereralheon)”

t
xj J gt —9) [u () - u () 2ds dQ
QJo

IN

1 11P+2
Sl

"o +
2 p+217 llps2

( hiC,
+ +
2

Thus, from (40) and (41) we obtain
ILar—NFa)—wQIGM

) [l +

p+2

lp+lcp+2Cs
(p+1)(p+2)

(2C.E (0))"/2) gnd’u.
(41)

2t v

+
( CrYC,
(p+1)(p+2
( hiC, liaaYeianiof
+
2 1) (pr2)
X y3gD82u <qF(t),

h
)(2c E(0)"* + f ) 1 (14, 10)

@QEm»m)

(42)
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where ¢, is a positive constant depending on y,, y;, b,
p, I, C,and C,. Choosing N > 0 large, we complete the proof
of Lemma 4. 0

Lemma 5. For each ty, > 0 and sufficiently large N > 0, there
exists positive constant c, such that
L'(t)<s—(F@t)+D,(t), Vt=>t, (43)

Proof. By differentiating @, (t) and using Young inequality,
we get

D) (t) = g,a (u,u) — ad, (t)

_ Ltg(t —S)au(s),u(s)ds,

=g,au,u)—ad, (t) - goo*u

+ (Lt g(s) ds) a (u,u)

t

—ZJ gt—s)a(t),u(s))ds
0

< —ad, (t) - gDazu

t
+ (E“ ML J g(s) ds> a (u,u) + 8lgnd’u,
0

46
(44)

where g, = [7e*|g(s)lds, a > 0,and & > 0. Using (1)~(4),
we have

) (t) = —a(uu) +a(g*uu)+ (uv],u)

2 (45)

L

et o SRR CY

We use the following inequality:
t
a(g=uu) = J gt—s)a((s)—u(t),u(t))ds
0
t
+ J g (s)dsa(u,u) (46)
0

t
< (17 + J g(s) ds) a(u,u) + iguazu;
0 4n
then we obtain

1
D) (1) < m"u'| i:i + h||Vu’||2

t
- <1 -n- J g(s) ds) a(u,u) - |Av|)* + igl:lazu,
0 4n
(47)
where # > 0. Similarly we deduce

(1) = JOg(t—s)a(u(t)—u(s),u(t))ds

t

—JOg(t—s)(u(t)—u(s),[u,v])ds

_Ltg(t—s)a<u(t)—u(5))
Ltg(t—r)u(r)dr> ds

—h Lt g (t-ys) (Vu (t) = Vu(s), Vu' (t)) ds

t 1
_h L g(s)ds|vu'|[ - st

X Lt g' (t-ys) (u ) —ul(s), 'u'|Pu') ds

t
rrad L 1

(- [oa) e

xa(ut)—u(s),u(t))ds

—JOg(t—s)(u(t)—u(s),[u,v])ds

t

+J0g(t—s)
xa(u(t)—u(s),

Jt gt—1) (u(t)—u(r)) dT> ds

0
—h Lt g (t-ys) (Vu (t) = Vu(s), Vu' (t)) ds

t 1
_h L g(s)ds|vu'|[ - e

X Lt g’ (t—2s) (u ) —u(s), |u"pu') ds

t
Pl AL O o

=L+ L+ + —hJ-tg(S)dS"VMI“2
0

t
_ /ﬁ L g(s) ds”ul “Zz

(48)

Now, we estimate the terms in the right hand side of (48). The
Young and Hélder inequalities and (22) give that

t
I + I < <1 - J g(s) d5> (na (u,u) + ig|:|6)2u>
0 4n
+1goo*u,

|L| < hr]"Vu'“Z

h t, 2
+ E L (Jo g (t—s)|Vu(t) —Vu(s)lds) dQ



6
< h11||Vu'“2 - &fshgluazu,
1112(p+1)
e A

X J;; (Lt g’ (t—s)|ut)—u(s) ds)de

1 o

||2(p+1) g (0)

prl 4n(p+1)
t
XJ J g (t=9)ut) - u(s)dsdQ
QJo
2 gOC, ,
+1" ” _mgﬂa u,
P nip

(49)

where g, = C***Y(2h™"E(0))” > 0. From Lemmas 1 and 2
and (22), we obtain
t
il =|([ 9t -9 00 - un s )

2
< nliu,

1}7 J gt—s)w®)-u(s))ds

) lCP )
< ncllull gy Ivliwzeqy)” + 4—;1953 u

ZCP 2
<nCoa (u,u) + 4—11g|:|8 u.
(50)

Summarizing these estimates with (48), we deduce that

- hJ g(s) ds> "Vu ”

IC
+<l+ 4L + 4—p)g|:|82u

d>; (t) < (lm +

n n
n(1+Cy)a(uu g(};)) (CS C—Pl> g'00’u
1
ol
(51)

Since g is continuous and positive, for any t > ¢, > 0 we have

Jt g(s)ds > Jto g(s)ds:= g, > 0. (52)
0 0

Thus, making use of (52) and combining (33), (37), (44), (47),
and (51), we obtain

L't <- <<hg0 —hn - %) Vs — hyz) "Vu'"z

C
+ <N ) (Csh + 2 >y3) g'00’u
2 4p +1
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[l g@as)n

- [%g(t)+(l—

_ 1
_<g¢x + % _g())% -n(1 +C0)V3] a(u,u)
—ay, @, (t) —V2||AV||2

ly, ! ZCP 2,
[(l—al)yl——”—(l+z1 4— V3 gl:!a

pt+2
)Wl izt
(53)
We first take y, > 0 and 6 > 0 so small that
9oVs = V2> 0, 1-681>0, (54)

respectively. And then, we choose #7 > 0 and y; > 0 so small
that

M
P b - 0,
(go n (p+l)h)Y3 Y2 >

t
1—;1—J g(s)ds >0,
0

(55)

respectively. We then pick y, large enough so that

Iy, 1
1-6)y, ——=-(1+—
( N an ("'417

Finally, taking N > 0 large enough and by (53), we conclude
that

ic,
+ 4—;1 Vs > 0. (56)

L'(t) < (F@t)+ @, (1),

for some ¢, > 0. O

vt > t, (57)

Our main result reads as follows.

Theorem 6. Suppose that g satisfies (23) and (24). Then, for
each t, > 0, there exist two positive constants C, and 3 such
that

E()<Ce ™, Vtxt, (58)

Proof. From (38) and (43), we have

'<-2L@),

Vt > t,.
o, 0 (59)

Integrating this over (¢, t), we obtain

’ﬁ(t*to)

L(t)<L(ty)e Yt > tg, (60)

with 8 = ¢,/a,. Consequently, (34), (38), and (60) yield the
result in Theorem 6. [
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