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JENSEN MEASURES AND ANNIHILATORS OF
HOLOMORPHIC FUNCTIONS

NIHAT GOGUS AND EVGENY A. POLETSKY

ABSTRACT. For a relatively compact domain M in a complex
manifold, we completely characterize in terms of Jensen measures
the annihilating measures of the algebra A(M) of holomorphic
functions and the space h(M) of pluriharmonic functions con-
tinuous on M. We also establish the equivalence of Mergelyan
type approximation properties of a domain for different function

spaces.

1. Introduction

Jensen measures, introduced by Bishop in [B], found many applications to
uniform algebras. The most comprehensive discussion of the subject can be
found in the book [Ga] of Th. Gamelin, where Jensen measures were used as
representing measures.

Of course, not all representing measures are Jensen measure. A represent-
ing measure is a point evaluation plus an annihilator of the algebra. Annihi-
lators are usually complex measures and their nature is quite mysterious.

The main goal of this paper is to relate Jensen measures and annihilators
of the uniform algebra A(M) of functions continuous on the closure M of
a relatively compact domain M in a complex manifold N and holomorphic
on M.

Let D be the unit disk in C and let M’ =D x M C C x N. In Section 3,
we introduce a continuous operator G* : C*(M') — C*(M) with the following
important property: for any z € M it transforms the set J((z,0), M) of all
Jensen measures on M’ with barycenters at (z,0) into measures in A+(M).
In the same section, we introduce an operator P*: C*(M) — C*(M’) which
is the right inverse of G*.
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In Section 4, we obtain the description of the space A-(M) in terms of
Jensen measures: for any z € M the set AL(M) is the weak-* closure of the
real positive cone over G*(J((z,0),M")). Moreover, Corollary 4.4 produces a
holomorphicity test similar to the F. and M. Riesz Theorem.

Weak-* closures are rather difficult to handle. To alleviate this problem, we
consider two subspaces of C'(M’): the space S(M’) of functions holomorphic
in average (see Section 4 for the definition) and the space h(M’) of functions
pluriharmonic on M’. In Theorems 4.5 and 6.1, we show that P*(A+(M)) =
S+(M") while G*(S+(M")) = A+(M) and P*(A+(M)) C h*(M’) while
G*(h*(M')) = A+(M). The new spaces are more flexible and should be easier
to study.

The real annihilators of (M) are annihilators of the space hg(M) of real
pluriharmonic functions on M. Theorem 5.2 provides a simple description of
this space: for any z € M the space hi (M) is the weak-* closure of the set
L(z,M)={a(p—v): aeR,p,ve J(z,M)}.

In the final Section 6, we address the Mergelyan property for A(M) which
is known only for strongly pseudoconvex domains and some particular cases.
We show in Theorem 6.1 that it is equivalent to the Mergelyan property for
spaces S(M’) and h(M’).

2. Measures generated by analytic disks

Let D be the unit disk and T = 9D. For a complex manifold M of dimen-
sion m, we denote by H(M) be the set of all holomorphic mappings defined
on neighborhoods of D which map D into M. Let C(M) be the set of all
continuous functions on M.

Let K (z, M) be the set of all measures v¢, on M such that for a function
¢peC(M)

V(@) =5 [ GC)a()dC,

2w g

where f e H(M), f(0) ==z, and a € H(D).
The norm

[vf.all =sup{|vf.a(@)] : |¢| <1 on M}

of v¢ o does not exceed

1 2 .
llell g = %/0 la(e?)|df < 1.
The following example shows that ||vf .|| can be strictly less than ||c|ge.

ExaMPLE 2.1. Let M =C, a=1 and

_.C+a
1O =CT g
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where |a] < 1. If G1(§) and G2(&) are two branches of the solution to the
equation

(1+aQ)¢ =¢(¢+a),

then )
— FO)dC=5— [ d(O)(G1(E) +Ga(¢)) dé.
2 Ji¢j=1 2mi Jjg =1
But G1(§) + G2(&) = a& — @ and, therefore,
— [ strondc=22 [ s
2w Ji¢j=1 2mi Jjg)=1

Thus, ||| = |a| < 1. In particular, if a =0 then vy =0=1g;.

Thus, this example shows that the mapping (f, ) — v o is not an injection
and the support of v;, need not to coincide with f(T) although suppvy.a
always belongs to f(T).

However, if f € H(M) and there is a set E C T of full measure such that f
is an injection on E, then, evidently, suppry = f(T) and ||vfq| = ||a g.
Clearly, the set of such f is dense in H(M).

Another example of measures generated by analytic disks f € H(M) are
measures

1 2 0
= ")) dé.
nr(6) =5 [ 7
We denote by J(z, M) the set of all such measures with f(0) = z.
The following result was proved in [P1] and [R]. There PSH(M) stands for

the set of all plurisubharmonic functions on M.

THEOREM 2.2. If ¢ is an upper semicontinuous function on M, then its
envelope
Emo(z) =inf{p(¢) : pe J(z, M)}
is plurisubharmonic on M and coincides with

sup{v(z) : v € PSH(M),v < ¢}
for every z € M.

Now we assume that M is a relatively compact domain in a complex mani-
fold N. We denote by K (z, M) the weak-* closure of K(z, M) in C*(M) and
by J(z, M) the weak-* closure of J(z, M) in C*(M). Let us remind that a
Jensen measure on M with barycenters at z € M is a probability measure p
with compact support on M such that ¢(z) < u(¢) for all ¢ € PSH(M). The
following result was obtained in [BS] in the case when M is a domain in C”.

THEOREM 2.3. Suppose that M is a relatively compact domain in a complex
manifold N. Then the set J(z, M) is convex and the set of all Jensen measures
on M is a subset of J(z, M).
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Proof. To show that the set J(z,M) is convex it suffices to show that
for any pf, g € J(2,M) and any a, 0 <a <1, the measure apy + (1 —a)p,
belongs to J(z, M).

If N is a Stein manifold, then we denote by I’ an imbedding of N into C™.
Let f=Fo fand j=Fog. By [GR, Theorem 8.C.8] there are a neighbor-
hood W of f(D)U §(D) in C™ and a holomorphic retraction P of W onto
F(N). By [P2, Lemma 2.2], there is a sequence {p;} C H(W) such that the

measures [, converge weak-* to ayif+ (1 —a)uz. Moreover, the sets p; (D)
lie in any neighborhood of f(ID) U §(D) when j is sufficiently large. Therefore,
if iL]— = Pop; then ap;+ (1 —a)pg is the weak-* limit of M, Consequently,
the measure auy + (1 — a)puy is the weak-* limit of ju,, where h; = F-lof,
and, therefore, belongs to J(z, M).

In the general case, since f,g € H(M), there is r > 1 such that f and g are
defined on the closure of the disk D, of radius r centered at the origin. Let
M} =M x D, and let f(¢) = (f(¢),<) and g(¢) = (9(¢),¢) be the mappings
of D, into M. Then the set f(D,)U g(D,) is a complex subvariety in M
and, by Siu’s theorem in [S], has a Stein neighborhood W. By the previous
paragraph, there is a sequence {iNLJ} C H(W) such that the measures K,
converge weak-* to ap; + (1 —a)ug. If hi(¢) = (h;(€),p(€)), h;i(¢) € M and
p;(¢) €Dy, then apy + (1 —a)pgy is the weak-* limit of pp,; .

Thus, the set J(z, M) is convex. Let us show that the set of all Jensen
measures on M is a subset of the set J(z, M). If not, there is a Jensen
measure v with barycenter at z € M which does not belong to J(z,M). Then
we can find a continuous function ¢ € C(M) such that

v(¢) <inf{u(¢): p€ J(z,M)} =inf{u(¢) : p € J(z, M)}.
Note that the function v(w) = Eprd(w) < ¢p(w) and is plurisubharmonic on M.
Hence,

v(v) <v(p) <wv(z).
So we got a contradiction and v € J(z, M). O

We will denote by A(M) C C(M) the uniform algebra of functions continu-
ous on M and holomorphic on M. Clearly, K (z, M) C A*+(M) while J(z, M)
consists of positive representing measures for A(M) at z.

3. G*- and P*-transforms

Suppose that M is a relatively compact domain in a complex manifold N.
Let M’ = M x . Consider a continuous linear operator G : C(M) — C(M’)
defined as G¢(z,() = (¢p(z). Note that the range ranG of G is closed in
C(M'), ker G = {0} and ||G|| =1.
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Additionally, we consider a continuous linear operator P : C(M’) — C(M)

defined as
1 27

Py(z) = — ; U(z,e)e " dp.

21

Clearly, ran P = C(M), |P|| =1, PG¢p=¢ and ¢ — GPy € ker P. Thus,
C(M") =ranG @ ker P with the decomposition of 1) € C(M’) given by the
formula

=GPy + (¢ — GPY).
The G*-transform is the adjoint of G mapping C*(M’) into C*(M) and is
uniquely defined by the formula
(3.1) G* () = n(Go)

for ¢ € C(M) and p € C*(M’). Clearly, ker G* = (ran G)* and, since ker G =
{0} and ran G* is weak-* closed, ran G* = C*(M).

The P*-transform is the adjoint of P mapping C*(M) into C*(M’) and is
uniquely defined by the formula

(3-2) Pry() =v(Py)

for ¢ € C(M’) and v € C*(M). Clearly, ker P* = {0} and, since ran P* is
weak-# closed, ran P* = (ker P)*. Moreover, G* P*v = v.
It follows that

C*(M') = (ranG)* @ (ker P)* = ker G* @ ran P*
with the decomposition of p € C*(M’) given by the formula
=(p—P"G*u)+ P*G*p.
By the definition of P* if v € C*(M), ||v|]| =1 and |v(¢)| =1 for ¢ € C(M)

with ||¢|| =1, then |P*v(y))| =1 for ¥(z,() = (¢(z). Thus, P* imbeds C*(M)
isometrically into C*(M").

PROPOSITION 3.1. For z € M, the G*-transform maps J((z,0), M) onto
K(z,M) and J((2,0),M") onto K(z, M).

Proof. Suppose that v =vys € K(z, M), where f € H(M) and a € H(D).
Then the mapping g : D— M, g(¢) = (f(¢),¢a(¢)) is in H(M'). If p € C(M)
and ¢ = G¢, then

A ), 1 e —
mad) =g [ FER A= g [ 6@ = (o)

211

Thus, v o = G*ug. Hence, G* maps J((z,0),M’) onto K(z,M).

Now suppose that v € K (z, M) and measures v; € K (z, M) converge weak-*
to v. Take measures p; € J((2,0), M’) such that G*u; = v;. Since the unit
ball in C*(M’) is compact, we can take a subsequence 45, converging weak-x*
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to a measure p € J((z@,ﬁ) Then G*u=v and we see that G* maps
J((2,0),M’) onto K(z,M). O

THEOREM 3.2. The weak-+ closure K(z, M) of K(z, M) in the dual space
C*(M) is convezr and balanced.

Proof. The convexity follows from the convexity of the set J((z,0),M’)
and the last statement of the previous proposition.

If a €D, then vy, =avy,. Thus, the set K(z,M) and, consequently,
K(z, M) are balanced. O

4. The algebra A(M) and the space S(M)

Suppose that M is a relatively compact domain in a complex manifold N.
Let us define an operator £ on the C'(M) by

Lo(z) =inf{Rev(¢): ve K(z, M)}
for any point z € M.

PROPOSITION 4.1. The operator L is a continuous mapping of C(M) into
the cone of non-positive plurisubharmonic functions equipped with the uniform
norm and it has the following properties:

(1) —lloll < Lo <0;

(2) L(ag)=|a|Lp when a € C;

(3) L(¢1+ ¢2) = L(¢1) + L(2);

(4) Lé(z0) =0 for some zo € M if and only if ¢ € A(M).

Proof. By Proposition 3.1 for every v € K(z, M), there is a measure pu €
J((z,0), M’) such that G*p=v. In view of (3.1),

Rev(9) = Re G ju(6) = Re u(Go) = u(Re Go).
Since G*(J((2,0),M")) = K(z, M) we see that
L£6(2) = Exp Re Go(2,0)

for every z € M. By Theorem 2.2, L¢ is plurisubharmonic on M. The conti-
nuity of L is evident.

Since the set K(z,M) is balanced and lies in the unit ball of C*(M), (1)
follows. Properties (2) and (3) are evident.

In (4), the part “if” is evident. To show “only if,” we note that since L¢ is
plurisubharmonic and nonpositive it follows from the maximum principle that
LP(z) =0 on M. By Morera’s Theorem, ¢ is holomorphic on every complex
line and, consequently, holomorphic on M. O

We denote by C(z, M) the real positive cone over K (z, M) and let C(z, M)
be its weak-x* closure in C*(M). Since K (z, M) is convex and balanced, the set
C(z,M) is a weak-x closed complex linear subspace of C*(M). The following
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theorem and its corollaries describes the space A+(M) in terms of analytic
disks.

THEOREM 4.2. Suppose that M is a relatively compact domain in a complex
manifold N and zyo € M. Then

AL(M) = 6(ZO7M)

Proof. If a function ¢ € A(M), then u(¢) =0 for every u € K(z, M).
Therefore, 11(¢) = 0 for every p € C(zg, M). Thus, C(z9, M) C A+(M).

If pe€ ALH(M) and p ¢ C(z0, M), then we take a function ¢ € C(M) such
that p(¢) =1 while v(¢) =0 for all v € C(z9, M). By property (4) of Propo-
sition 4.1, ¢ € A(M). Thus, u(¢) =0 and this contradiction proves the theo-
rem. (]

As an immediate corollary of this theorem, we see that to check whether
is holomorphic or not it suffices to test it on the set K(z¢, M) for only one
point zp € M.

COROLLARY 4.3. Suppose that M is a relatively compact domain in a com-
plex manifold N and zo € M. Then a continuous function ¢ € A(M) if and
only if 1(¢) =0 for every p € K(zo, M).

In its turn, the result above produces a version of F. and M. Riesz Theorem.

COROLLARY 4.4. A continuous function ¢ € A(M) if and only if there
exists a point zg € M so that

/Kl:lqﬁ(f(o)c’“ d¢ =0

for every integer k>0 and every mapping f € H(M) with f(0)= z.

Proof. If a € H(D), then a(¢) =Y poyarC®. The result is then a direct
consequence of Corollary 4.3. (|

To understand how operators G* and P* work on the space A+ (M), we
introduce the space S(M’) which consists of all continuous complex-valued
functions u(z,¢) on M’ such that the function

1 27 . .
Pu(z) / u(z,e%)e" dp
0

T or
is holomorphic on M. Clearly, Pu € A(M) and S(M’) is closed in C(M").
The following theorem shows the relationship between spaces A+ (M) and
S+(M').
THEOREM 4.5. The space P*(A+(M)) :il(ﬁ) while G*(S+(M")) =
A+(M). Moreover, P*G* = when p € S+(M').
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Proof. 1f u € S(M’) then the function Pu € A@) Hence, if v € A+ (M)
then P*v(u) =v(Pu)=0 and P*(A+(M)) C S+(M’).
If v € S+(M’) and not in P*(A+(M)), then there is u € C(M’) such that

v(u) <0< pu(u) for all = P*uy,pu € AH(M).

This tells us that P*u;(u) =0 for all uy € AL(M). But P*p(u) = pui(Pu)
and, therefore, Pu € A(M) and u € S(M’). Hence, v(u) =0 and we get a
contradiction. Thus, P*(AL(M)) = S+(M").

Now if p € SH(M’) and ¢ € A(M), then G¢ € S(M’) and, therefore,
G*u(¢) =0. Thus G*(SH(M")) C AL(M). But if v € AL(M), then P*v €
S+(M"). Since G* P*v = v we see that G*(S+(M')) = A+(M).

If € S+(M’), then there is v € A+(M) such that P*v = p. Hence,

P*G*'u=P*G*"P'v=Pv=p. O

5. The space of pluriharmonic functions

Another space closely related to complex analysis is the space h(M) of all
continuous complex-valued functions w on M such that Rew and Imu are
pluriharmonic on M. As we show below, the annihilators to this space also
can described in terms of Jensen measures.

We will need a lemma.

LEMMA 5.1. A real valued function ¢ € C(M) is pluriharmonic if and only
if Epid(z0) + Ep(—d)(20) =0 for some point zo € M.

Proof. If ¢ is pluriharmonic, then £p;¢ = ¢ and

Emd(20) + En(—9¢)(20) = 0.

By the properties of envelopes, £y < ¢ on M. Hence, Eprdp + Epr(—¢) <
# — ¢ =0 and for any ¢ € C(M) the function E = Ey;¢+ Epr(—a) is plurisub-
harmonic and nonpositive on M. So if E(zy) = 0 for some point zg € M, then
E =0. Consequently, Eyrp = ¢ and Epr(—¢@) = —p. Thus, both ¢ and —¢ are
plurisubharmonic and this implies that ¢ is pluriharmonic. O

Now we can describe the space h* (M) in terms of Jensen measures. If z
is any point in M, let
L(z,M)={a(p—v):aeR,u,ve J(z,M)}

and let L(z, M) be its weak-* closure.

THEOREM 5.2. The space h (M) = L(z, M) ®iL(z, M) for every z € M.

Proof. Clearly, L(z, M) @ iL(z, M) C h*(M). To show the reverse inclu-
sion, we note that if A € h-(M) then both its real and imaginary parts are in
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h*t(M). So we may assume that A is real. If A ¢ L(z, M), then there exists a
real function ¢ € C(M) such that

A9) < inf{a(u(6) - v(9)),a € R v € J (2, M)}.

It follows that p(¢) —v(¢) =0 for every u,v € J(z, M). Hence, Ene(2)
Eni(—d)(z) =0 and by Lemma 5.1 the function ¢ € h(M). But then A\(¢) =
and, by contradiction, A € L(z, M).

+
0
O

The following theorem describes the actions of P* and G* on annihilators
A+(M)) and ht(M").

THEOREM 5.3. The space P*(AL(M)) C ht(M’) while G*(h+(M')) =
A+(M).

Proof. If u =y + iug € h(M’), then u is harmonic in . Therefore,

QD

1 27 " " 1 27 -~
Pu(z):%/o u(z,e)e da:%/o u(z,e)d¢ = <( 0).
Since u is pluriharmonic, Pu € A(M) and we see that h(M’) C S(M’). By
Theorem 4.5 P*(A+(M)) C h*+(M’).
By the same theorem, A+(M) C G*(ht(M’)). Now if € h*(M’) and ¢ €
A(M), then G¢ € h(M’) and, therefore, G*u(¢) = 0. Thus, G*(h+(M’)) C
A+(M). O

6. Mergelyan property

Suppose that we assign to any relatively compact domain M in a complex
manifold N a uniformly closed subspace X (M) C C(M) such that the restric-
tions of functions from X (M) to My belong to X (Msz) when My C M. Let
us define X, (M) as the uniform closure of the union of the restrictions to M of
the spaces X (V), where V' runs over all domains containing M in its interior.
We also let X (M) be the space of all functions in C'(M) whose restrictions
to M belong to X(M). We say that a relatively compact domain M has
the Mergelyan property with respect to the spaces X (M) if X(M) = X,(M)
or, equivalently, X (M) = X} (M). Clearly, X,(M) C X(M) and X+ (M) C
XL (21).

Let us fix a relatively compact domain W in N. If the closure of a domain
V C N belongs to W, then there is a natural isometric imbedding of C*(V)
into C*(W). In the sequel, we will identify C*(V') with its imbedding into
C*(W). Tt is easy to see that operators G* and P* defined for W map,
respectively, C*(V') into C*(V) and C*(V) into C*(V’). Therefore, in the
future we need not to specify for which domain operators G* and P* are
defined.
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Let h2(M’) be the space of all pluriharmonic functions u(z,{) on M’
such that the function u(z,0) =0 on M. The following theorem relates the
Mergelyan property for different function spaces.

THEOREM 6.1. Let M be a relatively compact domain in a complexr mani-
fold N. Consider the following Mergelyan properties of function spaces:

(1) Ao(M) ZA(M);

(2) So(M

(3) ol
(4) ho(

M’

M) =

M) =
Then (1) <

(2 ) (3) = (1), and (1) = (4).

Proof. Suppose that M is the intersection of a decreasing sequence of open
sets {V;} lying in 1/j-neighborhoods of M. First, we show that (1) = (2).
By Theorem 4.5, P*(A+(V;)) = S+(V;). Hence,

SL(I) c S+(v1 ﬁ = ﬁP*(Al(VJ))

If pe ﬂ;’;l P*(A+(V})), then for all j we can find v; € A*(V;) such that
w = P*v;. Since P* is an isometry, ||v;|| = ||u||. Hence, there is a sub-
sequence v;, weak-+ converging to v. Since the spaces A+(V;) are closed
and AL(V;) Cc A+(V}) when j > k, we see that v € Nz, AL (V)= AL(M)
and P*v = p. Hence, ;2 P* (AL (V;)) c P*(AL(M)) = S+ (M) and, conse-
quently, S,(M’) = S(M’).

The proof that (2) = (1) follows the same lines. We use the second part
of Theorem 4.5 stating that G*(S+(M’)) = A+ (M) and the fact that G* is
an isometry on S+ (M’).

Let us show that (3) = (1). Clearly, A,(M) C A(M). Suppose that there
is ¢ € A(M) which does not belong to A,(M). Since A,(M) is a complex
linear space, by the complex version of the Hahn—Banach theorem there is
v € C*(M) such that v € A+ (M) and v(¢) # 0. Consequently, v € A+(V) for
every relatively compact set V C N containing M.

By Lemma 5.3, P*v € h(V’) and, consequently, P*v € h:(M’). Since
the last space is equal to h-(M’), we see that P*v € h*(M’) and, again by
Lemma 5.3, v = G*P*v € A+(M). Hence, v(¢) =0 and we got a contradic-
tion.

Now we show that (1) = (4). Let u(z,¢), 2 € M and ¢ € D, be a function
in h°(M’). Fix ¢ >0 and find numbers r < s < 1 and the function u;(2,() =
u(z,7¢) on the closure M/ of M, =M x Dy, such that ||u —uy ||z <e.

Letting ( = a + i3, a, 8 € R, we define the function v on M/ as

¢
or(20) :/0 <?§gd + auldﬂ)
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As the path of integration, we can take the segment [0,(]. Clearly, v; is
continuous on M, real analytic on M., vi(z,0) =0 and for every z € M’ the
function v (z,¢) is the harmonic conjugate of wu;(z,¢). Thus, the function
f(z,¢) =u1(z,¢) + iv1(2,¢) is continuous on M/ and holomorphic in ¢, so we
can write

ZC):Zaj(Z)Cj and  uy(z, ):%Z(aj(z)ga‘+aj(z)gj).
j=0 '

The coefficients

a;(2) = 1 f(z,0) 1 &y

271 Ic|=1 Cj+1 d<:2]' aCJ (Zu )

are continuous on M and, by pluriharmonicity of u;, holomorphic on M when
j > 1. Note that ag(z) = f(z,0) =u(z,0) =0 on M.
If A= ||lullgz, then |la;(2)||57 < Ar~7. This implies that the series

=S (a0 +ay(2)C)
7=0

l\)»—l

converges to w1 uniformly on M /s Therefore, we can find k such that

1< ;
420 - 2 (@) + a7
7=0

<e

on M; We let by = ag =0 and for every 1 <j <k we can find a neighbor-
hood V; of M and a function b; € A(V;) such that

k k

1 1 . ;i
52 A +8,(T) - 5 Y (@) +a;()C) | <
j= §=0
on M,. If
k
1 - =g
us(2,0) =5 > (bi(2)¢! +b;(2)C")
§=0
and V = ﬂ?zl V;, then ugy € h%(V’) and ||ug — ul|57 < 3e. Hence, hQ(M') =
hO(M). O
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